WHEREAS, 
The extraordinary life of ‘Miguel Armando Vera’ began in Ajuntas, Puerto Rico; and

WHEREAS, 
“Nando,” as he was affectionately called by his family and friends, enlisted in the United States Army when he was only 17 years old; and 

WHEREAS, 
Private Vera is being recognized posthumously for his heroic actions at Chorwon, Korea, Sept. 21, 1952.  While Private Vera's unit attempted to retake the right sector of "Old Baldy," the unit came under heavy fire at close range and was forced back.  Private Vera selflessly chose to stay behind and cover the troop's withdrawal and lost his life during this action; and
WHEREAS, 
Mr. Joe Rodriguez, is the proud nephew of the late Private Vera and a long standing business owner within the City Hallandale Beach, and has made it his mission to see to it that his ‘Uncle Nando’ received the appropriate military honor for his heroic actions; and

WHEREAS, 
Mr. Rodriguez was successful in his pursuit and on March 18 2014 he was invited to Washington, D.C. to accept the Valor 24 Medal of Honor from President Barack Obama on behalf of his uncle, Private Miguel Armando Vera; and 

WHEREAS, 
The City of Hallandale Beach is proud to join Mr. Rodriguez in salute of the extraordinary life of his uncle Private Miguel Armando “Nando” Vera and share in the celebration of a man that meant so much to the Nation, we are forever in his debt.  
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Joy F. Cooper, Mayor of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, on behalf of the City Commission, do hereby proclaim Wednesday, May 7th, 2014 as:

“Private Miguel Armando ‘Nando’ Vera Day”
God Bless the United States of America and All Our Fallen Heroes 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and cause to be fixed the Seal of the City of Hallandale Beach.

DATED this 7th Day of May, 2014                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                       __________________________



Mayor Joy F. Cooper


