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April 3, 2014


Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590


Dear Secretary Foxx:

The City of Hallandale Beach would like to express enthusiastic support for the Broward Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) in its efforts to secure federal funding in the form of a Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Grant for the installation of additional safety equipment along the Florida East Coast (FEC) railroad corridor. 
Florida’s economic health and prosperity relies on a thoughtful balance between high-quality lifestyle and commercial enterprise. The expansion of the Panama Canal and the improved intermodal facilities at Port Miami, Port Everglades and the Port of Palm Beach will enhance the ability to process freight, expanding economic activity in South Florida. These freight improvements are projected to increase the intensity of freight trains traversing the FEC corridor, both in number and size. The total rail investment will increase traffic on the rail corridor from 12 trains per day to 50 or more. 
Railroads are vital for commerce, but passing trains can create high noise levels and safety issues. The installation of additional safety equipment at the at-grade crossings along the FEC railroad corridor will allow the communities to establish Quiet Zones that provide a safe area where train horns are not routinely sounded. 
The safety investments will improve quality of life and reduce neighborhood impacts from freight, decrease noise levels for local residents, schools and businesses, while accommodating greater trade with domestic and international partners and improving the economic vitality of the communities along the FEC corridor. 
Thank you for your consideration of this project.

Sincerely,


Joy F. Cooper
Mayor
City of Hallandale Beach
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