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A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, DECLARING PUBLIC PURPOSE AND NECESSITY TO ACQUIRE FEE SIMPLE TITLE TO CERTAIN PARCELS OF PROPERTY (“GRETCHEN LOUISE HUTCHESON PARCEL” AND “MR. TAX LLC PARCEL”), MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN AND LOCATED AT THE SOUTHWEST QUANDRANT OF FOSTER ROAD AND NW FIRST AVENUE, FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION OF A MAIN FIRE FACILTY; AUTHORIZING THE CITY ATTORNEY TO ACQUIRE AND INITIATE EMINENT DOMAIN PROCEEDINGS; PROVIDING CITY MANAGER AND CITY ATTORNEY WITH THE AUTHORITY TO RETAIN EXPERT WITNESSES AND CONSULTANTS AND TO DO ALL THINGS PERTINENT TO EFFECTUATING THE TERMS OF THIS RESOLUTION; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City of Hallandale Beach, has undertaken an assessment of its responsibility and capacity to provide for the safety and security of  the City’s community of residents, visitors and businesses, including the protection of life, personal and real property through the delivery of emergency fire responder services and the establishment of the Fire Department Capital Improvement Plan (CIP); 

 WHEREAS, the objective of the CIP is to provide for facilities and equipment that support the City’s firefighting personnel, as well as to assist in the delivery of emergency services to the City’s resident and business communities;

WHEREAS, the City is subdivided into nine separate emergency response zones with fire and emergency medical resources being deployed from three fire stations located at 121 SW 3rd Street (Station 7), 2801 East Hallandale Beach Boulevard (Station 60), and 101 Three Islands Drive (Station 90), whose primary function is to accommodate an extremely diverse array of functions, including housing, recreation, administration, training, equipment/vehicle storage and maintenance, hazardous material storage;
WHEREAS, in addition to its CIP and pursuant to a Fire Resource Allocation Study, completed in February 2011, the City Commission has received a recommendation from City Staff, which concludes that it is necessary to replace and relocate Fire Station 7 (the oldest occupied firehouse in Broward County, built in 1973) from its current location because it has outlived its useful life, is costly to maintain and does not provide adequate space to either protect equipment, train personnel, properly accommodate handicapped and multi-gender populations, nor is it accessible or presentable to the Community;
WHEREAS, despite annual expenditures for renovations and repairs to Fire Station 7 which have cost the City’s taxpayers millions of dollars since 1999, such renovations and costs have not and are not expected to adequately address several substantial deficiencies that continue to exist at Fire Station 7, including its (a) noncompliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, (b) inadequate fire protection systems, (c) inadequate storage and maintenance areas, (d) inadequate HVAC system, and (d) improper ventilation between living area and the apparatus bay;
WHEREAS, City staff has also recommended relocation of Fire Station 7 slightly further north and west of its existing location because it would greatly improve first unity response time within numerous sections of the City, insuring compliance with the minimum set of service parameters considered necessary for providing public fire protection by career fire departments within the United States, in accordance with National Fire Protection Association (NFPA);  
 WHEREAS, the City has presently, through a series of separate voluntary purchase and sale transactions, assembled six parcels of land located in the southwest quadrant area between Fifth Street/Foster Road on the north, NW 2nd Avenue on the west, NW 1st Avenue on the East and NW 4th Street on the south, and further that such parcels are physically contiguous to and abut the land parcels owned by Gretchen Louise Hutcheson and Mr. Tax LLC;
WHEREAS, the City Commission finds that the land parcels owned by Gretchen Louise Hutcheson and Mr. Tax LLC, legally described herein, are necessary for the construction of a  main public fire station facility to replace Fire Station 7, and further finds that the acquisition of the fee simple interest in the land parcels owned by Gretchen Louise Hutcheson and Mr. Tax LLC, legally described herein serves a valid municipal purpose and is necessary for the construction, development and operation of a new main fire station facility; and 
WHEREAS, the City has caused the land parcels owned by Gretchen Louise Hutcheson and Mr. Tax LLC, described herein to be surveyed and has located its line and area of construction and intends in good faith to construct a main public fire station in accordance with Section 73.021 (6), Florida Statutes; 
WHEREAS, the City Commission, through the process of conducting public meetings and workshops, has carefully considered numerous factors relevant to the acquisition of the land parcels owned by Gretchen Louise Hutcheson and Mr. Tax LLC, including, without limitation, the absence of an available alternative site, the costs of the public project, environmental factors and mitigation, public safety, and has requested the allocation of certain funding for the acquisition of the subject parcels owned by Gretchen Louise Hutcheson and Mr. Tax LLC; and 
WHEREAS, subject to limitation set forth in Sections 73.013 and 73,014, Florida  Statutes, the City of  Hallandale Beach is authorized, pursuant to Sections166.401, and 166.411, Florida Statutes, to exercise the right and power of eminent domain for municipal purpose.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.	Recitals. The above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein by reference.

Section 2.	Description of Property. The City Commission of the City of Hallandale Beach hereby authorizes the acquisition of the real property separately and legally described herein as Exhibits “A” and “B” by gift, purchase, or eminent domain in accordance with Chapter 166, et seq., Florida Statutes, the Municipal Home Rule Powers Act, and Chapters 73 and 74, Florida Statutes. The City of Hallandale Beach shall acquire fee simple title to said property.

Section 3.	Finding of Public Purpose and Necessity. The City Commission of the City of Hallandale Beach hereby declares that it is necessary to acquire, by and through eminent domain or negotiated acquisition or conveyance, fee simple title to the subject parcels, legally described in Exhibits “A” and “B” for the construction and development of a main public fire station facility. The City Commission further declares that acquisition of the subject parcels legally described in Exhibits “A” and “B”, serves a municipal purpose and is necessary for public safety, health and welfare of the City.

Section 4.	Authority of the City Attorney to Initiate Eminent Domain Proceedings. The City Attorney shall first attempt to acquire the subject parcel through negotiations, subject to Florida law; however, if such negotiations fail within a reasonable 	time from the enactment of this Resolution, the City Attorney and all others acting on her or his behalf are authorized to initiate eminent domain proceedings pursuant to Chapters 73, 74, 166 of Florida Statutes.

Section 5.    Authority of the City Manager and City Attorney. The City Manager and City Attorney and all others acting on their behalf are authorized to contract with real estate appraisers, engineers, title examiners, legal counsel and other expert witnesses and consultants in connection with eminent domain proceedings and to do all things necessary to effectuate this resolution.

Section 6.	Severability. If any section, subsection, clause or portion of this Resolution is, of any reason, held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed separate, distinct, provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the Resolution of any part.

Section 7.	 Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon adoption.

PASSED and ADOPTED this ___ day of February, 2014.



							____________________________
Joy Cooper, Mayor




ATTEST:
___________________________
Sheena D. James, MBA/CMC, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:

______________________________
V. Lynn Whitfield, City Attorney


Moved by:	______________________________

Second by:	______________________________
VOTE:	

Mayor Cooper		yes___	no___
Vice Mayor Lewy		yes___	no___
Commissioner Sanders	yes___	no___
Commissioner Julian	yes___ no___
Commissioner Lazarow	yes___	no___

 


EXHIBIT “A”
Gretchen Louise Hutcheson Parcel 

GEO M PHIPPENS SUB IN 22-51-42 B-145 D LOT 12 LESS ST BLK B, more or less 5,890 S/F



EXHIBIT “B”
Mr. Tax LLC Parcel

GEO M PHIPPENS SUB IN 22-51-42 B-145 D LOT 10 BLK B (folio 51-42-22-04-0180), more or less 6,889 S/F
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