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2014 State LegisLative Priorities


Beach Renourishment 

Support legislation related to amending current Florida Department of Environmental protection regulations for hard-bottom monitoring and mitigation related to renourishment projects.  Current monitoring and mitigation requirements make severely needed renourishment projects cost prohibitive.
Support Local Government Funding Request for the City’s Beach Renourishment project through the Florida Department of Environmental Protection – Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems.  Urge the Legislature to approve legislation providing funding assistance in support of Beach Renourishment Projects. 

Transportation

Support the development of mass transit and the establishment of a funding allocation, directly to local governments, for transit operations, mass transit, transit infrastructure, and transit policy implementation. 

Gaming 

Oppose all Gaming Legislation that would not ensure parity with the existing pari-mutuel facilities and ensure those facilities are afforded equal opportunity for success as the Indian casinos or any other new gaming facility established pursuant to new legislation.
Flood Control and Mitigation 

Support legislation related to flood control and mitigation assistance.

Pension Reform 

Support legislation that provides comprehensive municipal firefighter and police officer pension reform. Any comprehensive pension reform package should (i) modify the use of the insurance premium tax revenues by repealing the mandate for cities to perpetually provide new, “extra” pension benefits for police/fire; (ii) allow cities the ability to adjust pension benefits; (iii) provide for accountability by police/fire pension boards of trustees; and, (iv) reform current statutory disability presumptions for firefighters, law enforcement officers, and correctional officers relating to tuberculosis, heart disease, or hypertension.
Ocean Outfall
Support legislation to amend the state’s Ocean Outfall law to provide fiscal relief for taxpayers and local residents while also providing protection of our natural resources. 
Public Lodging Establishments 
Support legislation to remove the existing preemption of local government to regulate public lodging establishments, which includes vacation rentals.
Local Business Tax Receipts  

Oppose any efforts to repeal or reduce local business tax receipts.
Home Rule
Support Legislation that will preserve municipal autonomy and allow municipalities to have exclusive planning authority and oppose efforts to lessen that authority.  

Appropriation requests

 A.  Transportation:  South Florida Regional TRansit Authority: South Florida east Coast Corridor Study 
South Florida Regional Transit Authority (SFRTA) has undertaken an initiative called the South Florida East Coast Corridor Study to implement commuter passenger rail service on FEC Railroad from Jupiter in Palm Beach County to downtown Miami.  The City of Hallandale Beach is closely working with SFRTA, FDOT (Florida Department of Transportation), FEC (Florida East Coast Railway), Gulfstream Park, and Broward College to bring a railway station to the City of Hallandale Beach.  Accordingly, Hallandale Beach City respectfully requests the State Legislature to assist in the funding of a Florida East Coast/Dixie Highway corridor study for the preliminary planning studies the amount of $100,000.  
B. Environment:  

Inflow and Infiltration 

Infiltration and Inflow is the expression commonly used to describe a condition when groundwater and rainwater in South Florida seep into the gravity sewer lines that carry wastewater away from homes and businesses.  This infiltration and inflow adds large volumes of flow into the existing sewer flows and uses up valuable capacity in the sewer system. Sewer systems are designed with a specific capacity and if these leakages become excessive then capacity in treatment plants, pumping stations, and pipeline capacities can become exceeded, requiring expensive expansion of waste water treatment plants. Accordingly, Hallandale Beach City respectfully requests the State Legislature to assist in the funding of for the City’s inflow and infiltration Project in the amount of $500,000.  

Beach

The City respectfully requests assistance to control/mitigate the beach erosion severely impacting its coastal residents.  Perhaps the most important of all its natural resources, the beach at City of Hallandale Beach also serves as a key component of its economy and a primary feature of its very identity.  The cost for the City’s Beach Renourishment project is estimated at $4,450,000.  While the City of Hallandale Beach has funded the consultant’s work and has budgeted a portion of the cost for renourishment, the City respectfully requests the State Legislature to assist in the funding of this project with appropriation of an additional $3.4 Million.  The City currently has $750,000 budgeted for this project.  

Policies, Administrative Programs 
and Legislative Action items:

Revenue Caps
Oppose all Property Tax Legislation that would place reduce and limit the amount of ad valorem taxes to municipalities.  Further property tax reductions would severely limit the City’s ability to provide the current level of programs and services with only a minor savings to the residents.  The cost to the residents and businesses is severally outweighed by the detriment that would be experienced.  

Water Conservation
Support Legislation that will approve funding assistance for water conservation, water production and reuse in order to address current and future conditions and the concerns of the South Florida Water Management District. 

FP&L Rate Increases
Oppose all bills related to Florida Power and Light (FPL) rate issues.  FPL rates not only directly affect the residents and businesses but the operations of the City.  

Attorney Client Privilege “Shade Meetings”

Oppose any legislation that will open the “shade” meetings to the public.  It is imperative that the Commission have the available attorney-client privilege to discuss strategy and provide direction to its legal counsel.  

Flood Control & Mitigation 

Support legislation related to flood control and mitigation assistance.

Shopping Cart Regulation

Support legislation that would amend the current shopping carts regulations to provide for City control of its regulation.  Abandonment of shopping carts has become an increasing safety problem within our City.  Currently law does not provide the business with any incentive or penalty to collect or fail to collect their shopping carts.  

Solid Waste Disposal 

Oppose legislation that will restrict the City’s options for solid waste disposal outside the County.  

Sovereign Immunity

Oppose legislation that will further increase the sovereign immunity recovery amounts as set forth in Florida Statutes 768.28.  

Clean Water Act

Support Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s continued utilization of qualitative requirements to enforce the Clean Water Act, rather than nutrient numeric criteria.
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