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MINUTES OF THE JOINT SPECIAL MEETING OF THE HALLANDLAE BEACH CITY COMMISSION AND HALLANDALE BEACH COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOARD OF DIRECTORS, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2013 AT 6:00 P.M., CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, 400 S. FEDERAL HIGHWAY, HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA 33009

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Vice Mayor /Vice Chair Lewy called the meeting to Order at 6:05 P.M. 

2. ROLL CALL 

Commissioners/Directors Julian and Lazarow, Vice Mayor/Acting Chair Lewy, City Manager/Executive Director Miller, City Attorney Whitfield and HBCRA Attorney Zelkowitz – All Present

Mayor/Chair Cooper, who was out of town, attended the meeting via telephone.  

Commissioner/Director Sanders arrived at 6:07 P.M. 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - (Speakers must sign-in with the City/Board Clerk prior to the start of the meeting.)

Maggie Ivanovski, 437 Golden Isles Drive, Hallandale Beach, thanked the City Commission for discussing the draft response to the Broward County Office of the Inspector General during a public meeting.  
Vice Mayor/Vice Chair Lewy suggested the City Commission/HBCRA Board of Directors forego Communications and move directly to Item #9.A. 

5. COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR COMMUNICATIONS - Items not on the Agenda

A. COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR JULIAN
B. COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR LAZAROW

C. COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR SANDERS

D. VICE MAYOR/CHAIR  LEWY

E. MAYOR/CHAIR COOPER
There were no Commissioner/Director Communications. 

6. CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR COMMUNICATIONS - Items not on the Agenda

There were no City Manager/Executive Director Communications.  

7. CITY ATTORNEY COMMUNICATIONS - Items not on the Agenda

There were no City Attorney Communications.  

8. HBCRA ATTORNEY COMMUNICATIONS - Items not on the Agenda

There were no HBCRA Attorney Communications.  

9. CITY/AGENCY BUSINESS

A. DISCUSSION OF THE DRAFT STATUS REPORT TO THE BROWARD COUNTY OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL AND RESPONSE LETTER TO THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE. (STAFF: CITY MANAGER/HBCRA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND HBCRA ATTORNEY) (SEE BACKUP)

City Manager/Executive Director Miller introduced the Item by indicating that the draft Status Report was provided for review and discussion by the City Commission/Board of Directors.   
Vice Mayor/Vice Chair Lewy suggested the following changes to the Draft Status Report:

· Deletion of the last five (5) words on page 5, second paragraph, line 7 (strike last phrase).
· Page 5, second paragraph, correct acronym for the Palms Community Action Coalition from PCA to PCAC.
· Pages 5, second paragraph, include the United States Department of Justice as one of the funding sources for the Palms Community Action Coalition (PCAC).
Mayor/Chair Cooper suggested the following changes to the Draft Status Report:

· Page 3, paragraph 5, insert the following: “It should also be noted that Mayor/Chair Joy Cooper serves as one of two elected officials on the Florida Redevelopment Association (FRA) Board of Directors.  The FRA is recognized statewide as a trusted resource for CRAs in Florida.  They have developed the course training and certifications for CRAs.” 
HBCRA Attorney Zelkowitz suggested the following revisions to the Draft Status Report: 

· Insert at the end of page 3, paragraph 4: “… in which the HBCRA Attorney is a frequent lecturer.”

Commissioner/Director Lazarow suggested the organizational structure be amended to include Hallandale Beach constituents as the head of the HBCRA since the Board of Directors are accountable to the residents.
Mayor/Chair Cooper spoke in opposition of the recommended change.
MOTION
COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR LAZAROW TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY TO REIMBURSE THE AMOUNT OF $416,000 TO THE HBCRA.
The Motion failed due to lack of a Second.

Vice Mayor/Vice Chair Lewy noted that the Motion was not germane to the Agenda Item and 
requested the City Commission/HBCRA Board of Directors first discuss the Items on the 
Agenda.   

HBCRA Attorney Zelkowitz clarified that within the final OIG Report published on May 2013, 
there was a requirement for the City/HBCRA to provide a Status Report to OIG’s  
recommendations by July 16, 2013.  

The City Commission/Board of Directors further discussed the Draft Status Report prepared in 
response to the OIG report.    

MOTION
BY COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR SANDERS, TO APPROVE THE DRAFT STATUS REPORT TO THE BROWARD COUNTY OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL AND RESPONSE LETTER TO THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE, AS AMENDED, FOR THE CITY AND THE HBCRA; AND TO DIRECT STAFF TO TRANSMIT THE LETTER TO THE BROWARD COUNTY OIG ACCORDINGLY AND TO THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE.  
Vice Mayor/Vice Chair Lewy opened the floor to discussion regarding the Draft Response to the Joint Legislative Audit Committee.  

MOTION
COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR JULIAN TO DIRECT STAFF TO OBTAIN AN ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINION OFFICE REGARDING THE HBCRA OPERATIONS AND HOW THESE FUNDS ARE TO BE EXPENDED.

Commissioner/Director Lazarow Seconded the Motion discussion.  
Answering questions posed by Commissioner/Director Lazarow, City Manager/Executive Director Miller stated that subpoenas were issued to specific parties regarding the investigation involving the Palms Center for the Arts/Dr. Deborah Brown.   

The HBCRA Board of Directors discussed the request from the Joint Legislative Audit Committee (JLAC) for the City/HBCRA to obtain an Attorney General’s Opinion regarding HBCRA’s operations.  
MOTION
BY COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR JULIAN TO DIRECT STAFF TO OBTAIN AN ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE OPINION REGARDING HBCRA OPERATIONS AND HOW  HBCRA FUNDS ARE TO BE EXPENDED.

Commissioner/Director Lazarow Seconded the Motion for discussion.  

Answering questions posed by Mayor/Chair Cooper, HBCRA Attorney Zelkowitz noted that there are no other requests by the Joint Legislative Audit Committee to other CRAs requesting similar Attorney General Opinions.   
MOTION
BY MAYOR/CHAIR COOPER TO APPROVE THE DRAFT RESPONSE LETTER TO THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE AS PRESENTED; TO DIRECT STAFF TO TRANSMIT THE LETTER ACCORDINGLY; AND TO FURTHER AUTHORIZE THE TRANSMITTAL OF A MINORITY REPORT AS NECESSARY. 

Commissioner/Director Sanders Seconded the Motion for discussion.  
The City Commission/Board of Directors discussed Attorney General Opinion Number 2010-40 
and the Draft Response Letter to the Joint Legislative Audit Committee.

MOTION
BY MAYOR COOPER, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR JULIAN, TO CALL THE QUESTION.  The Motion failed by a 2/3 Roll Call vote as follows:

AYES:
 Commissioner/Director Julian and Mayor/Chair Cooper
NAYS:
Commissioners/Directors Lazarow and Sanders and  Vice Mayor/Vice Chair Lewy 
Commissioner/Director Lazarow suggested a friendly amendment to the Motion to amend the 
report by indicating  the City/HBCRA request of an Attorney General’s Opinion.  
Mayor/Chair Cooper did not accept the friendly amendment. 
MOTION
BY COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR LAZAROW, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR JULIAN, TO REJECT THE HBCRA ATTORNEY’S RECOMMENDATION REGARDING THE REQUEST FOR  AN ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINION; AND TO AMMEND THE DRAFT RESPONSE TO THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE AS DISCUSSED; AND TO DIRECT STAFF TO DRAFT LANGUAGE AND SEEK ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINION REGARDING HBCRA EXPENDITURES.  The Motion failed by a Roll Call vote of 3/2 as follows: 

AYES:
Commissioners/Directors Julian and Lazarow

NAYS:
Commissioners/Directors Sanders, /Vice Mayor/Vice Chair Lewy, Mayor/Chair Cooper 

The City Commission/HBCRA Board of Directors discussed the draft response, specifically Page 2, Paragraph 1, and the need for clarification regarding the amount of funding that was used to open the HBCRA Bank Account in June 2012, as well as the available funding in the HBCRA Budget at that time.  
Answering questions posed by Commissioner/Director Sanders, HBCRA Attorney Zelkowitz provided clarification regarding prohibitive and allowable uses of tax increment funds in accordance with Florida Statute163.370(3).  

After further discussion by the City Commission/HBCRA Board of Directors, Vice Mayor/ Vice Chair Lewy called the Question.  

MOTION
BY MAYOR/CHAIR COOPER, SECONDED BY VICE CHAIR/VICE MAYOR LEWY, TO APPROVE THE DRAFT RESPONSE LETTER TO THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE AS PRESENTED; TO DIRECT STAFF TO TRANSMIT THE LETTER ACCORDINGLY; AND TO FURTHER AUTHORIZE THE TRANSMITTAL OF A MINORITY REPORT AS The Motion carried on a 3/2 Roll Call vote as follows:

AYES:
Commissioner/Director Sanders, Vice Mayor/Vice Chair Lewy and Mayor Cooper
NAYS:
Commissioner/Director Julian and Commissioner/Director Lazarow 

Consensus:

· To direct staff to include a Certification of the Votes with the letters.    

10.
ADJOURN

There being no further business before the Commission/Board of Directors, Mayor/Chair Cooper adjourned the Meeting at 8:03 P.M.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:
Joy F. Cooper, Mayor/Chair 

RECORDING SECRETARY:               
Sheena James, City Clerk/Clerk to the 



                      
HBCRA Board
APPROVED BY BOARD:
                      
________________________
APPROVED BY CITY COMMISSION:
_________________________                                  
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