PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD ANNUAL REPORT TO
HALLANDALE BEACH CITY COMMISSIONERS

October 15, 2012
The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board continued to work cohesively under the guidance of Cathie Schanz, CPRE, Director of Parks and Recreation, and Bob Williams, Assistant Director to the Department.
Operating (on a board designed for 15 members) we now have 13 active members. Barbara E. Southwick, Chair, Carolyn Johnson, CoChair, Josephine Alongi, Rosalia H. Boullon, Gerald Dean, Howard Garson, Susanna Kessel, Ronald Libby, Robert Perlman,  Marilu Rosen, Vladimir Shchakin, Andrew Zelmanowitz and our newest member, Scott Scheckman.
We lost both Carlos Simmons and George Posnansky this year and with their passing recommend that consideration be given to reducing the size of our Board to 12 members.  If not, we still have two outstanding appointments for both Vice Mayor Sanders.

We hope the Commissioners are receiving our monthly minutes as requested.

THE FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES OF OUR BOARD:
1 – Make recommendations concerning the operation of all public parks, playgrounds,     undeveloped parklands, public beaches and other recreational facilities within the city.
2 – Recommend to the City Commission and the City Manager from time to time, actions which it believes the City Commission should take with reference to the acquisition, development, and maintenance of parks, playgrounds, and recreational facilities in the city.

3 – Recommend rules and regulations for the operation of city parks, playgrounds, and public facilities.

THIS YEAR, EXISTING BOARD MEMBERS HAVE SUPPORTED AND BEEN INVOLVED IN THE FOLLOWING:
1) Multiple meetings with Bermello, Ajamil & Partners Inc. supporting the Master                
Plan for Parks and Recreation.

2) Easter “Egg” Stravaganza was a success and fun filled. The huge participation was partly due to the move of the activity to Bluesten Park where more parking spaces are available. An additional community event was also held at O. B. Johnson Park.
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3) It is difficult to have students excused from school regularly to attend our  

      monthly meetings, but we maintain contact with the Educational Advisory     

      Committee SAC Representatives.

4) Continued Tennis weekly program at Bluesten Park.  Summer scholarships are available at Golden Isles for eligible children.
5) City ceremonies/events:

2011: Hallandale Beach Celebrates America; Veterans Day; Halloween Outhouse Festival; Halloween House and Costume Judging Contests; Coastal Cleanup.

2012: MLK activities, Greenfest; inaugural Senior Games; Memorial Day; Curci House Brick Ceremony, 85th City Birthday Celebration, National Parks and Recreation Day, Hallandale Beach Celebrates America, and National Night Out.  
6) Summer Visitation (by board members) to ALL PARKS, in lieu of existing June regular meeting.  There was no scheduled meeting for the month of July.
7) Support and participation of Board Members at City Manager/Commission Forums, held throughout the city.


8) Groundbreaking (06/30/11) and Grand Opening (09/29/12) of Foster Park.
9)  Supported PAL, Relay for Life, Palms Cultural Arts Programs, School    Fundraisers, and the Florida Government Week.

OUR PAST RECOMMENDATIONS HAVE BEEN FINALIZED OR ARE IN THE WORKS:
1) Tennis Court Renovation completed.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE:
1) Tennis Court - Need hard tru courts – recommend utilizing the open space    

for 3 or 4 more courts.
2) Looking forward to continued movement by the city, towards the betterment of            
our existing parks under the Parks Master Plan with emphasis on environmental issues.
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3) We welcome our new Public Relations Director – Peter F. Dobens.  Peter is working in designing a Community Calendar to coordinate all City Events in order to avoid scheduling conflicts and duplication of efforts.  Also a Grant writer should be appointed.
4) Native Botanical Garden at the Historical Village.
5) In lieu of Broward Senior Games – Hallandale will sponsor local games for residents.  We held this event in March 2012 with enthusiastic participation and look forward to a bigger and better event next year.
6) Re-start the “Music and Me” & cultural arts activities.

7) Look into the smoke free parks.
8) Continue Partnership with the schools to ensure access for all students, to all    parks and recreation programs.    

9)  Lighting Ceremony should be moved back to Hallandale Beach Boulevard

10)  Haunted House event should be reinstated.

Respectfully submitted

Barbara Southwick, Chairman

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

