WHEREAS:
Tobacco use is a major cause of preventable death in the United States, and the vast majority of tobacco users started before they were 18 years old; and 


WHEREAS:
Each day, thousands of young people try smoking for the first time, and many become regular daily smokers; and
WHEREAS:
The Surgeon General has concluded that tobacco advertising greatly contributes to youth smoking rates; and
WHEREAS:
A large portion of adolescent experimentation with smoking can be directly attributed to tobacco advertising and promotional activities; and 
WHEREAS:
Tobacco companies have been known to target younger demographics in their cigarette marketing; and  

WHEREAS:
National studies have found that the vast majority of people who are using the flavored tobacco products are minors and young adults; and
WHEREAS:
Some of these tobacco products, specifically flavored cigars and blunt wraps, are also used as drug paraphernalia for the smoking of marijuana; and
WHEREAS:
Local retailers who sell tobacco products are hereby urged to cease the sale of and marketing of all flavored tobacco products especially flavors characterizing fruit, candy, alcohol or other similar flavorings; and
WHEREAS:
Gulfstream Middle School students successfully performed a mock city commission meeting on May 22nd, 2012 banning the sale of flavored tobacco products.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Joy F. Cooper, Mayor of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, on behalf of the City Commission do hereby proclaim May 22nd, 2012 as:

“GOVERNMENT DAY AGAINST THE SALE AND MARKETING 

of 

FLAVORED TOBACCO PRODUCTS”

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and cause to be fixed the Seal of the City of Hallandale Beach.

DATED this 6th Day of June 2012, A.D.
