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Jeannot, Mary Francis

Subject: FW: DEP Coastal Partnership Initiative Grant meeting (City of Hallandale Beach)
Attachments: RecBch&DunePlants.pdf; AustralianPine.pdf; Scaevola.pdf; BrazilianPepper.pdf

 

From: Cich, Wesley [mailto:Wesley.Cich@dep.state.fl.us]  
Sent: Thursday, August 26, 2010 2:04 PM 
To: Operle, Tom 
Cc: Halbert, Robert; Gibson, Gary 
Subject: DEP Coastal Partnership Initiative Grant meeting (City of Hallandale Beach) 
 
Mr. Tom Operle 
City of Hallandale Beach, 
  
It was a pleasure to meet with you on site this morning at Hallandale's South Beach Park. I am pleased that you are once 
again considering submitting an application for the Coastal Partnership Initiative (CPI) Grant, and I wish you the best of 
luck in being the chosen recipient for this year's award funding. 
  
I applaud many of your ideas that will help transform the City's Beach Park into much more than just a place for people 
to enjoy the beach. First and foremost, it is my opinion that the first step in enhancing the park will involve the removal 
of the invasive/exotic plant material, consisting primarily of the Australian Pine (Casuarina species) and Beach Naupaka 
(Scaevola taccada), although I did notice a small patch of Brazilian Pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius) in the frontal dune. 
  
There is an ample array of options to consider when formulating a proper restoration plan. I agree that your plans to 
establish a secondary dune feature would be a welcomed addition. I also confer with your proposal to extend the frontal 
dune and install a healthy mix of additional native dune vegetation and ground cover. These activities would serve both 
as a means of erosion control, and would create an environment that could serve as a host to pollinators such as 
migrating birds and butterflies. I think the eco-tourism component of the park would be increased if these enhancements 
were to become a reality. 
  
As discussed, I recommend demolishing the existing shore-perpendicular and shore-parallel asphalt walkway paths, and 
replacing the access paths with a crushed shell walkway. Your proposal to eliminate the existing non-native grasses in the 
park and/or parking lot and replace with native grasses, wildflowers, and groundcovers, etc. would reduce or eliminate 
the need for frequent maintenance, watering, etc., and would also assist with storm-water drainage. In the long term, 
this would be a very sustainable option for the park. 
  
Further, I was pleased to hear that you are considering the addition of educational signage pertaining to the marine 
turtles, shore birds and the native vegetation in the park. The signage would create an atmosphere that will help 
to inform the community at large about the importance of protecting our vital natural resources. I think it is an excellent 
idea to promote an outreach program for area elementary schools whose students could potentially assist with the plant 
installation and design of the park, with your direct supervision. I couldn't think of a better way to promote a sense of 
fellowship and community.  
  
As for the proposed repairs to the existing tiki-hut and addition of a new tiki-hut, I agree that this would also be enjoyed 
by the many beachgoers who frequent the park, as evidenced by the fact that most times when I visit the park, the picnic 
tables underneath the existing tiki are often filled to capacity. 
  
I have attached a list of recommended beach & dune plants for your reference, as well as flyers pertaining to the exotic 
plants which currently exist. Please let me know if you need anything else. 
  
Best Regards, 
  
Wesley Cich 
Environmental Specialist II 
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Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems 
(850) 556-6279 
Wesley.Cich@dep.state.fl.us 
www.floridadep.org/beaches 
  
 

The Department of Environmental Protection values your feedback as a customer. DEP Secretary Michael W. Sole is 
committed to continuously assessing and improving the level and quality of services provided to you. Please take a few 
minutes to comment on the quality of service you received. Simply click on this link to the DEP Customer Survey. Thank 
you in advance for completing the survey. 


