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MINUTES OF SPECIAL JOINT SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, CITY COMMISSION AND THE CODE AND PERMITTING ADVISORY COMMITTEE, HELD ON THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2010 AT 4:00 P.M., CULTURAL COMMUNITY CENTER, 410 SE 3RD STREET HALLANDALE BEACH, FL 33009
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cooper called the meeting to Order at 4:10 P.M. 

2. ROLL CALL


City Commission: 

Commissioners London, Ross and Sanders, Vice Mayor Julian, Mayor Cooper, Acting City Manager Rafols and City Attorney Jove – All Present. 

Code and Permitting Advisory Committee: 

Donald Kirsch, Linda Cox, Alex Berkovich, Ulysses Suoto, Hinda Smith, Chair, and Kimberly Bruce, Code Compliance Official, Staff Liaison – All Present.
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. CITY BUSINESS
A. Presentation by Code Compliance Division

Kimberly Bruce, Code Compliance Official, made a presentation regarding the City’s Code Compliance Program.

The City Commission and Code and Permitting Advisory Committee discussed the following concerns with staff:

· Handling of anonymous complaints.
· Time frame between issuance of a final order and intervention by the City (if property owner does not comply.)

· Proper communication among the various Divisions: Planning and Zoning, Code Compliance, Building and Fire.

· Communication with property owners prior to sending the Code Compliance certified letters/Notices of Violation.

· Possibility of Utilizing Community Service Aides (CSAs) to assist in the Code Enforcement Process; communication between Code Compliance staff and the Police Department (CASs.)

The following recommendations were made:

· Create a tracking form to identify who is calling in the Code Compliance/Planning and Zoning/Building/Fire violations.
· Possibility of changing the job description for CSAs and other General employees to include aiding in Code Compliance.
B. Presentation by Building Division
Tony Gonzalez, Building Official, made a presentation regarding the City’s permitting process and the difference between Residential and Commercial Permits.

The City Commission and Code and Permitting Advisory Committee discussed the following concerns with staff:

· Who has the discretion/flexibility to deviate from the existing codes should they be considered too stringent: Building Official, Tony Gonzalez, explained that these are usually requirements of the Florida Building Code and as such there is not much flexibility to deviate from the requirements.

· The difference between American with Disabilities Act (ADA) accommodations for residential vs. commercial businesses.

· Streamlining the permitting process: owner vs. contractors.

· Process to establish a “Blanket Permit” process for condominiums.

· Permitting process: how to streamline the process while and ensuring consistency/continuity, as well as compliance.

The following recommendations were made:

· Finding out the process to request amendments to the Florida Building Code for local building codes staff might identify as too stringent and, if needed, include in the City’s Legislative Issues package.

· To better facilitate the education of property owners, ensure that the permitting forms/checklists for owners be reviewed by the Code and Permitting Advisory Committee to verify for clearness and to ensure the Committee is familiar with the process.

· Research the feasibility of establishing a “Blanket Permit” process for condominiums for simple permits such as water heater replacements.

· Visit other cities and review their best practices to continue to streamline the permitting process. 
C. Presentation by Division of Fire Prevention

Danny Sullivan, Chief, Hallandale Beach Fire/EMS, and Yvonne Feijoo, Fire Safety Inspector, made a presentation regarding the City’s Fire Prevention Program.
Commissioner London left the meeting at 6:06 P.M. 

5. Questions and Answers
These were discussed and responded under each Division’s presentations. 
The City Commission discussed no other City Business. 

There being no further business before the Commission, Mayor Cooper adjourned the meeting at 7:10 P.M.




RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,





_______________________                            





               Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________                        

          City Clerk
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