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Mr. Henry Ragins the first Black to be issued an Occupational License in the City Of Hollywood

Henry Ragins moved to Fla. In 1947
1* Job People’s Gas Miami Plant * 2™ Job Porter At Fontainebleau Hotel Cabana Club

3" Job was at a Gas Station which was owed by Mr. Jehnny Necco, Henry demonstrated his desire to
learn all he could as a mechanic and his work ethic was such Mr. Necco promised to sell the station to
Henry. After managing the shop thgently for 15 years Mr. Necco, retired and fulfilled his promise to
young Henry. Henry’s wife Nezeree at the time worked as an Housekeeper and Aid for the wife of
then City Commissioner Bill Wright, Mrs. Wright suffered a stroke and greatly depended on Nezeree
for assistant which she pro\nded outstanding care and service which Commissioner Wright very much
appreciated.

When Henry applied for an Occupational License at the City of Hollywood, Henry was denied twice
and advised licenses were not issued to Blacks. Henry was determined to succeed and his perseverance
finally paid off because his 3" attempt found him waiting when Commissioner Wright spotted him
and asked him why he was waiting and Henry explained the issues/challenges he experienced trying to
get a occupational license because of his race . Commissioner Wright, i diately had a licensed
issued to Henry thus making Mr. Henry Ragins the 1* Black Man in Hollywoed to be issued such z
license to operate a Gas Station & Mechanic Shop in the city, the year 1969y






