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MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2009 AT 7:30 PM, CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, 400 S. FEDERAL HIGHWAY, HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA 33009
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 7:48 PM

2. ROLL CALL

Commissioners London, Ross and Sanders, Vice Mayor Julian, Mayor Cooper, City Manager Good, City Attorney Jove, and Deputy City Clerk Canada - All present

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. CITY BUSINESS

A. Consideration of Hallandale Beach Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Investment for the Village at Gulfstream Park LLC - CAD# 019/02 & CAD# 029/04

Vice Mayor Julian advised that he is recusing himself due to conflict of interest. 
NOTE:
Form 8B MEMORANDUM OF VOTING CONFLICT FOR COUNTY, MUNICIPAL, AND OTHER LOCAL PUBLIC OFFICERS is  attached to the minutes. 

Vice Mayor Julian left the dais at 7:55 P.M. 
City Manager Good provided background information on the item. 

Paul Lambert, Lambert Advisory, LLC, the City’s consultant, made a presentation. 

Will Voegele, Forest City, made presentation of behalf of the Village at Gulfstream Park LLC. 

Mayor Cooper recessed the meeting at 8:12 P.M.

Mayor Cooper reconvened the meeting at 8:27 P.M. 
Mayor Cooper opened the meeting for Public Comment. 

Ed Pickett, 204 SW 4th Ave, noted concern about the financial stability of Forest City and Magna Entertainment. He stated the taxes have not been paid and that the taxes are due on March 20. Mr. Will Voegele, Forest City, advised the taxes on the improvements are not due until a certificate of occupancy is issued. He further noted that Forest City is financially stable. 

Chaive Mesmer, 717 NE 1st Street, noted there was a newspaper article about Magna Entertainment being in default of loans for approximately $300 million.  She asked how the financial issues of Magna Entertainment will affect the project. She further noted she is in support of the project.  

Gerald Dean, 726 NW 1st Court, member of the Palms Community Coalition,  spoke in support of the project and wants to make sure the moneys realized by the partnership between Forest City and the City are utilized in the Northwest community.  

Gerald Natelson, 207 Holiday Drive, spoke in support of the project and the City providing TIF to ensure the project is a success. 

Patricia Genetti, Executive Director, Hallandale Beach Area Chamber of Commerce 1117 E. Hallandale Beach Blvd., spoke in support of the project and the City providing TIF funding to ensure the project’s success. 

Eudyce Steinberg, 600 Parkview Drive, spoke about the economy and stated this is not the best time for this type of investment. She asked why Forest City cannot get a loan from a bank. She noted she does not support the City providing TIF funding for the Village at Gulfstream Park Project. 

Louis Birdman, 425 N. Federal Highway, spoke in support of the City providing TIF funding to Forest City.  

Leslie Moore, 706 NW 5th Court, noted he supports the project and the City providing the TIF to Forest City. He asked how much of the moneys realized from this project will be utilized in the Northwest community. City Manager Good advised he expects the CRA will have $10 to $11 million in the CRA budget in the next fiscal year and during the budget process the City will address how the money will be allocated within the CRA. 

Josh Brown, 657 NW 5th Court, spoke in support of the TIF contribution. He spoke in support of more money being invested in the Northwest. 

Mary Washington, 700 NW 5th Court, spoke in support of the project and the City providing the TIF. She asked for the City Commission to commit that the moneys realized from the partnership would be spent in the Northwest. 

Arturo O’Neill, 502 Holiday Drive, stated he does not think the project will get high end retailers; however, in this market Forest City needs the City’s partnership and TIF contribution in order to make the project a success. 

Csaba Kulin, 600 NE 14th Ave #220, spoke in support of the project and the City providing the TIF contribution. 

Seeing no other speakers, Mayor Cooper closed the Public Comment.  

Motion BY Commissioner ross, seconded by commissioner sanders to approve the Tax Increment Funding Assistance Agreement, and authorize the City Manager to execute all necessary documents and to establish budget accountS as necessary to implement the agreement. The motion carried on 3/1 voice vote. (Commissioner London voted no and Vice Mayor Julian was recused from voting.) 

Mayor Cooper recessed the City Commission Meeting at 11:30 PM. 
As the source of funding for the TIF is the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) Trust Fund, a meeting of the CRA Board of Directors was opened. 

Mayor Cooper reconvened the City Commission Meeting at 11:36 PM. 

5. OTHER

The City Commission considered no other City Business. 

There being no further business before the Commission, Mayor Cooper adjourned the meeting at 11:37 P.M. 





RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,





_______________________                            





               Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________                        

         Acting City Clerk

RECORDING SECRETARY:

Shari Canada
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