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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2008 AT 1:30 PM, CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS 400 S. FEDERAL HIGHWAY HALLANDALE BEACH, FL 33009
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 1:41 PM. 

2. ROLL CALL

Commissioners London, Ross and Sanders, Vice Mayor Julian, Mayor Cooper, City Manager Good, City Attorney Jove, City Clerk McGough – All present

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. INSTALLATION OF NEWLY-ELECTED CITY COMMISSIONERS AND ELECTION OF A VICE-MAYOR

A. Acceptance of Election Results by the City Commission (Motion to Accept Certification)

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO ACCEPT THE CERTIFIED ELECTION RESULTS. The motion carried on a 5/0 voice vote.  

B. Administration of the Oath of Office by the City Clerk and Presentation of Certificate of Election for the Newly-elected Commissioners

City Clerk McGough administered the Oath of Office to Mayor Cooper and Commissioners Ross and Sanders. 

C. Newly-Elected Commissioners Assume Seats on the Commission

Mayor Cooper and Commissioners Ross and Sanders assumed their seats at the dais. 

D. Remarks by Mayor Cooper, Commissioner Ross and Commissioner Sanders

Mayor Cooper made comments about her role as Mayor and thanked the residents for their support. 

Commissioner Ross spoke about the election process and thanked the residents for their support. 

Commissioner Sanders stated it is an honor to be elected and thanked his wife, Jessica Sanders, his family and the residents for their support. 

E. Presentation of Plaque to Mayor Cooper and Vice-Mayor Julian

Mayor Cooper requested all members receive a plaque after each term is completed, regardless if they are re-elected.  

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPROVE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION ARE TO RECEIVE A PLAQUE AFTER EACH TERM IS COMPLETED. The motion carried on a 5/0 voice vote.  

NOTE:
PROTOCOL MANUAL IS TO BE UPDATED WITH THESE NEW PROCEDURES. 

F. Election of Vice-Mayor

1. Mayor calls for Nominations for the Office of Vice-Mayor. (No second required)

Mayor Cooper nominated Vice Mayor Julian. 

Commissioner Ross concurred with the nomination. 

2. Motion that Nominations be Closed

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER ROSS, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO CLOSE NOMINATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF VICE MAYOR. The motion carried on a 5/0 voice vote. 
3. City Clerk will poll the Commission in Alphabetical Order for the Election of a Vice-Mayor

City Clerk McGough polled the Commission and the Commission unanimously elected Commissioner Julian as Vice Mayor. 

4. City Clerk Announces Person Elected Vice-Mayor

City Clerk McGough announced Commissioner Julian will serve as Vice Mayor for a two-year term.

5. PRESENTATIONS AND REPORTS

A. Presentation of Certificates of Recognition to Businesses, Organizations and Individuals for Contributions to the Pancake Breakfast Sponsored by the Hallandale Beach Rotary Club and Fire Benevolent Association

Mayor Cooper reconvened the meeting at 7:08 PM

The following people were recognized for their contribution to the Pancake Breakfast: 

Chief Alex Baird, Chief Art Bousquet, Aramis Martinez, Brian Polomny, Eloy Cardenas, Elizabeth Fitzgerald, James Bunce, Lori Williams, Miguel Aleman, Michelle Gutierrez, Phil Rothman, Sasha Elmore, Wanda Johnson, Art Newell, Charles Hackett, Daniel Alford, David Labuff, Jeffrey Foreman, James Phelps, Lori German, Timothy Wiley, Patrick Dillon, Chaive Mesmer, Ester Hoch, Fran Markowitz, Meghan Genest and Veronica Lemperti. 

The following community partners were recognized for their contribution to the Pancake Breakfast: 

Anggelo Vila, AMC, Anita Warrick, MRH South, Carmen Machado, AMC, Carol Margolis, MRH Cancer Center, Darlene Harris, MRH Neuro, Maria Rynning, MRH South, Mike Warrick, MRH South, and Theresa Garcia, MRH Child ID. 

The following event sponsors were presented with a plaque in recognition of their contribution to the Pancake Breakfast:

Aventura Hospital and Medical Center, International House of Pancakes, Publix of Hallandale Beach and Jerry Natelson of ABC Supply and Equipment. 
Mayor Cooper recessed the meeting at 2:39 PM

Mayor Cooper reconvened the meeting at 2:49 PM 

B. Recognition of Eric S. George as the 2008 Martin Luther King, Jr. Humanitarian Award Recipient

City Commission presented Mr. George with a certificate of recognition. 

Marian McCann Collie, Director Human Services, spoke of his service to the Community.

C. Parks and Recreation Summary Report

Rebecca Munden-Correa, Director of Parks and Recreation, presented the report. 

Mayor Cooper commented that the “Taste of the Town” event was a success and thanked Ms. Correa for the department’s hard work. 

6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (to be heard at 1:30 P.M.)

George Posnansky, 317 SW 8 Street, congratulated Commissioner Ross and Sanders on their re-election. He requested the City present a plaque to mail carrier Rolstine Sandi Williams for her role in the apprehension of a burglar in Hallandale Beach.  

City Manager Good noted Ms. Williams will be recognized at the December 3, 2008 Commission Meeting. 

7. CITY BUSINESS (Voting on Items Deferred to Evening Consent Agenda to be Heard at 7:15 P.M.)

A. Presentation by Principal Financial Group of the Quarterly Results of the General Employees and Professional/Management Pension Plans for the Period July 1, 2008 through September 30, 2008. (Staff: Assistant City Manager)(see backup)

Steve Geadelmann, Principal Financial Group, presented report on the quarterly results on the General Employee and Professional/Management Pension Plans for the period July 1, 2008 through September 30, 2008. He noted there is a 4-year smoothing mechanism in place and gains received in the past four years will help offset the losses in the last 12 to 18 months. 

City Manager Good asked Mr. Geadelman if we need to make changes to our investment portfolio. Mr. Geadelmann stated he is comfortable with the City’s portfolio but further dialogue needs to occur to assess the City portfolio and investment goals and objectives to determine if further changes would be required.  

Mayor Cooper asked if there will be a workshop on this issue. City Manager Good stated that when the actuary report is presented to the City Commission, the City will have a better picture and more updated information. If needed, a workshop or executive session regarding Union Negotiations would be called at that time. 

Commissioner London left the dais at 3:31 PM

Commissioner London returned to the dais at 3:44 PM

MOTION by vice mayor julian, seconded by commissioner ross TO ACCEPT the quarterly report on the General Employee and Professional/Management Pension Plans for the period July 1, 2008 through September 30, 2008 AND DIRECT STAFF TO SCHEDULE AN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PENSION MATTERS FOR MANAGEMENT AND GENERAL EMPLOYEES AS NECESSARY. The carried on a 5/0 voice vote. 
B. Consideration of Selection of the 2009 Martin Luther King, Jr. Humanitarian Award Recipient (Staff: Director, Human Services)(see backup)

Marian McCann-Collie, Director of Human Services, provided background information on the nominations and the Board’s unanimous recommendation of Mr. Kennedy Stevens as the 2009 recipient.     

City Manager Good noted all the nominees and Mr. Stevens would be recognized at the first meeting in December.  

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO RATIFY THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD SELECTION OF MR. KENNEDY STEVENS AS THE 2009 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HUMANITARIAN AWARD RECIPIENT. The motion carried on a 5/0 voice vote. 
Ms. Collie provided information on the Thanksgiving Day event. She noted the event will begin at 10:00 AM and continue until approximately 12:00 PM. 

C. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Supporting A Bill to Amend Section 318.18, Florida Statutes Allowing Municipalities to Impose a Surcharge on Certain Traffic Citations for the Purpose of Funding a Traffic Magistrate Program and a Bill Amending Section 318.21, Florida Statutes Allowing Counties to Impose a Surcharge on Certain Traffic and Parking Citations for the Purpose of Funding a Traffic Magistrate Program. (Staff: Manager, Intergovernmental Relations)(see backup)CAD# 008/08

City Manager Good provided background on the Traffic Magistrate issues. He noted Broward County will fund the program from January 2009 to June 2009. 

Franklin Hileman, Manager of Intergovernmental Relations, stated there are two options: 1) Allow Cities to impose by ordinance a surcharge on non-criminal or criminal infractions in Sections 318.17, of up to $18.00 to fund “state court facilities”’. Up to $3.00 of the surcharge may be used to fund the traffic magistrate program, or 2) Allow the County, to impose a $3.00 surcharge on parking fines and other civil traffic infractions for the sole purpose of funding the traffic magistrate program.

City Manager Good stated there is a bill for both options; however, there is support to remove the $18.00 surcharge from the City’s and leave the $3.00 surcharge to the County. He recommended no action be taken at this time until after the Florida League of Cities Legislative Conference. 

City Commission concurred and the item will be brought back as necessary for Commission consideration. 
D. Consideration of the City's Legislative Package for the 2009 Legislative Session (Staff: Manager, Intergovernmental Relations)(see backup) CAD# 008/08

City Manager Good provided background on the legislative package. He noted Pain Clinic legislation is being added to the package. 

Mayor Cooper discussed signalization, continuing erosion of City’s ability to levy taxes and the impacts on the cities’ revenues, and loan programs for water projects.  

Mr. Hileman, Manager, Intergovernmental Relations, noted there is $1.4 to $ 2 billion projected budget shortfall in the state budget. He advised there may be a special session called on Friday, November 21. 

Vice Mayor Julian spoke in support of increasing the state cigarette tax. He stated he would like to bring the resolution to the Florida League of Cities. If adopted, this tax is estimated to generate $1 billion in revenue. 

City Manager Good noted the Cigarette Bill was filed today. Mr. Hileman, Manager, Intergovernmental Relations, noted it was filed by Representative Waldman (from Coconut Creek) and it is known as House Bill 11. City Manager Good noted a resolution, if necessary, will be brought back for Commission consideration once the Bill is reviewed by staff. 

City Manager Good spoke about hiring the City’s lobbyist. He is recommending to hire one Republican and one Democrat to work both sides of the aisle. He further noted the item will be on the December 3, 2008 City Commission Agenda for City Commission consideration. 

Commissioner Ross spoke about the importance of signalization. City Manager Good noted the issue is funding and stated that the County is hesitant to allow the City to take over the signalization within the City. He noted the County’s concern is with lack of funding and the City requesting full reimbursement of the Transportation Tax which the City would be eligible for if the City were to take over the signalization within the City.  

Commissioner London noted Traffic Controls and the FEC track, Waste Water Loan Program, Beach Restoration, CRA, Pain Clinic and doctor shopping, the Gaming Compact, and Gaming Legislation are his top priorities this legislative session. 

Mayor Cooper asked about bills regarding red light camera legislation and grandfathering existing systems. City Manager Good advised no bill has been filled as of yet on red light camera systems, however a bill is expected. 

City Manager Good noted staff has requested the legislative issues for Hollywood, Aventura, Pembroke Park, and West Park so the City could coordinate efforts on common issues.

E. Consideration of Selection of the City Commission Representatives on the Police and Fire Pension Board of Trustees (Staff: City Clerk) (see backup) CAD# 002/07

Mayor Cooper noted her willingness to continue serving on the Police and Fire Pension Board of Trustees. 

Commissioner Ross noted her willingness to continue serving on the Police and Fire Pension Board of Trustees. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPOINT MAYOR COOPER AND COMMISSIONER ROSS TO SERVE AS THE CITY COMMISSION REPRESENTATIVES ON THE POLICE AND FIRE PENSION BOARD OF TRUSTEES. The motion carried on a 5/0 voice vote. (Commission London voted no) 

8. MONTHLY REPORTS

Commissioner London commented on the disclaimer added to all outgoing e-mail noting he agrees with it.  

Commissioner Ross noted the increase in street crimes in the Police report. She noted people need to be prepared and aware of their surroundings. 

9. COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Mayor Cooper noted she attended the Water Leadership Academy. 

Mayor Cooper advised she attended a meeting with Superintendent Notter and Assistant City Manager Mark Antonio on issues related to schools within Hallandale Beach. She noted Broward County School Board’s realignment of Capital Projects. She noted the City’s interest in the rehabilitation of the Hallandale High School and other school projects within the City of Hallandale Beach to continue as planned. Mayor Cooper further noted boundary change discussions and discussions regarding partnership opportunities with the City and the School Board.

Mayor Cooper noted Principal Chambers is near retirement and the City will be working towards retaining her at Hallandale High School to ensure continuity as she has made progress to improve the school. 

City Manager Good advised Hallandale High School has requested assistance in transporting dual enrolled students to Broward Community College. He stated the High School has requested $10,000.  

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SANDERS, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO SUPPORT THE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM FOR DUAL ENROLLED STUDENTS TO BROWARD COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $10,000. The motion carried on 5/0 voice vote. 
Commissioner Ross asked about the High School’s Magnet/Explorers program. City Manager Good noted that this has been a successful program. 

Vice Mayor Julian noted Hallandale High has been upgraded to a C school and stated the hard work done by Ms. Chambers, the students and faculty is highly commendable. 

Commissioner Ross noted she attended the National League of Cities Conference. 

Vice Mayor Julian noted he attended the National League of Cities Conference. He advised the City’s Resolution regarding donation of fire equipment only to United States Cities and Agencies was introduced at the National League of Cities Conference and it failed by five votes. He noted it will be resubmitted in March and is expected to pass then. He further noted Representative Kendrick Meek and Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman-Schultz will be taking the Resolution to Washington to obtain Federal Legislative support. 

10. OTHER

Mayor Cooper noted she attended the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) volunteer luncheon. 

Mayor Cooper noted that Earl King, Deputy Director, Department of Public Works, Utilities & Engineering, has been certified as a Flood Plain Manager and that the City’s rating under the Community System has increased to a class 6, which will continue to save the residents money on flood insurance. 
Mayor Cooper noted the Parks Community Forums are upcoming. 
Mayor Cooper thanked Rebecca Munden-Correa, Parks and Recreation Director, and Staff for the Veterans Day events.  

Mayor Cooper asked for a joint meeting with the City of Hollywood City Commission be scheduled.  
City Manager Good noted he received a letter from Senate President Atwater and  Speaker of the House Sansom noting there will be no funding for Community Budget Requests and that no requests will be accepted for funding of local issues. City Manager Good noted the impacts on Hepburn Center and the City Budget if Community Budget Requests are not accepted. Frank Hileman, Manager of Intergovernmental Relations, advised funding for Water projects will remain open for funding opportunities.  
City Manager Good noted there is 10% reduction in salary for Management new hires and there is still a 6 month hiring freeze in the City. 

Mayor Cooper noted the Holiday Light Event will be on Saturday, November 22, 2008 from 5:00 PM to 10:00 PM, with the lighting ceremony starting at 7:00 PM. 

Mayor Cooper asked the policy regarding handicap parking be updated to include that vehicles with proper ID not be ticketed. City Manager Good noted the City’s policy regarding on-street parking is being addressed. 

City Manager Good noted the Community Forums on Parks would be on December 15, 2008 (South East), December 18, 2008 (North East), January 6, 2009 (North West) and January 13, 2009 (South West). He advised notices would be sent to the residents.  

Mayor Cooper recessed the meeting at 4:57 PM

11. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (to be heard at 7:00 P.M.)

Alexander Lewy, 401 NE 14 Ave Apt 109, spoke about Crime Watch and their upcoming activities. 

12. CONSENT AGENDA (to be heard at 7:15 P.M.)

A. Voting on City Business Items Previously Discussed 

City Clerk McGough read the City Commission action from the City Business portion of the meeting into the record. 

B. Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting of August 20, 2008

MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA, 4/1 (Commissioner London voted no)

13. PUBLIC HEARINGS (to be heard at 7:30 P.M.)

A. Application #08-83-AA By Do-Van, Inc Appealing the Planning and Zoning Board Decision of a Variance Request at 700-704 NE 2nd Court.(Staff: Director, Development Services)(see backup)

City Clerk McGough swore in the applicant and staff. 

City Clerk McGough polled the Commission regarding exparte communications as follows:

Commissioner London advised he had no exparte communications regarding this application. He advised he drove by the property on the morning of November 19, 2008 and exchanged pleasantries with unknown person taking pictures of the property.  

Commissioner Ross advised she had no exparte communications regarding this application.

Commissioner Sanders advised he had no exparte communications regarding this application.

Vice Mayor Julian advised he had no exparte communications regarding this application.

Mayor Cooper advised she had no exparte communications regarding this application.

City Manager Good provided background on the illegal conversion and noted the variance request is to leave the four extra parking spaces added without permit and in violation of the Code of Ordinances. 

Richard Cannone, Development Services Director, noted that staff found the application was inconsistent with all seven criteria to allow for a variance. 

Mayor Cooper asked how was the illegal conversion discovered. City Manager Good noted a resident complaint was received by Code Enforcement. 

Commissioner London asked if the variance is denied which parking spaces would have to be removed. Mr. Cannone advised spots 1 and 2 and 7 and 8 would have to be removed and landscaping and sod would have to be placed in those areas.  

Mayor Cooper asked if the property meets the landscaping requirements. Mr. Cannone advised one additional tree would need to be installed to meet the landscaping requirements.  

Vice Mayor Julian asked about the adjacent properties. Mr. Cannone stated the neighboring properties are illegal non-conforming. 

Mr. Cannone advised the property was rebuilt in 2004 and at that time a letter was sent advising the property owners that only four back out spaces were permissible. 

Mr. Moldovan made his presentation stating he has 44% green pervious area on the property that the City requires a minimum of 40% pervious area and thus he thinks he should be allowed to keep the additional parking. 

Mr. Cannone confirmed that the property must have a minimum of 40% green space as per City Code and four spaces is the maximum allowed. He noted the property was illegally converted and four additional parking were added without permits. 

Mr. Moldovan stated the property was converted for six months before the violation was issued. He noted he owns the properties on the east and west side of the subject property. 

Commissioner Ross asked about the adjacent properties. Mr. Moldovan stated he runs the property as a hotel/motel. 

City Manager Good noted the property owner needs this parking for the illegal conversions on the adjacent properties. 

Mr. Cannone confirmed unless the properties to the east and west of the subject property are converted back to the permitted number of units the property owner will have to appear before the Special Magistrate. 

NOTE:
THE APPLICANT HAS CONVERTED THE SUBJECT PROPERTY BACK TO TWO UNITS AS PERMITTED. 

City Manager Good noted there is no landscaping or drainage in the area where the parking has been placed and this causes a hazard to the entire community.  

Mayor Cooper opened the Public Hearing. Seeing no speakers the Public Hearing was closed.  

Mayor Cooper stated the need for additional parking was created by the applicant through an illegal conversion. She concurred with staff and the Planning and Zoning Board recommendation.

Commissioner London noted he drove by the property and noted it was clean and well kept. He noted the property is providing needed housing in the area. He advised he cannot support the variance request as it does not meet the City Code. However, he noted he does appreciate the upkeep of the property. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO DENY THE APPEAL AND UPHOLD THE PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD’S DENIAL OF THE VARIANCE REQUEST. The motion carried on a 5/0 voice vote. 
B. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Repealing the Existing City of Hallandale Beach's Police and Fire Pension Plan Ordinance 2004-09, and Enacting a New Ordinance; Providing for Continuation of the Board of Trustees; Providing for Continuation of Benefits and Contracts; Providing for Conflicts and Severability and an Effective Date. (Second Reading)(Assistant City Manager)(see backup)CAD#002/07

City Manager Good provided background on the item and recommended the City Commission approve the item. 

Mayor Cooper Opened the Public Hearing. Seeing no speakers the Public Hearing was closed. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER ROSS, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SANDERS TO APPROVE ORDINANCE REPEALING THE EXISTING CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH’S POLICE AND FIRE PENSION ORDINANCE 2004-09, AND ENACTING A NEW ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR CONTINUATION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND PROVIDING FOR CONTINUATION OF BENEFITS AND CONTRACTS. The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:

AYES:
Commissioners Ross, and Sanders; Vice Mayor Julian, Mayor Cooper


NAYS:
Commissioner London
C. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending Chapter 2, Article III, Boards, Committees, Districts, and Authorities, Division 4 Code Enforcement Board; Changing the Name of the Code Enforcement Advisory Committee to Code and Permitting Advisory Committee; Providing for Conflict and Severability; and Providing for Effective Date. (Second Reading) (City Attorney) (See Backup)CAD# 018/07 & CAD# 031/05
Mayor Cooper provided background on the item. 

Mayor Cooper opened the Public Hearing. Seeing no speakers, the Public Hearing was closed. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPROVE ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE III, BOARDS, COMMITTEES, DISTRICTS AND AUTHORITIES, DIVISION 4 CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD; CHANGING THE NAME OF THE CODE ENFORCEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO CODE AND PERMITTING ADVISORY COMMITTEE. The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:

AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Sanders; Vice Mayor Julian, Mayor Cooper


NAYS:
None

D. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending the City of Hallandale Beach Code of Ordinances; Article IV "Parking Meters" by Creating Section 28-141 "Exemptions for Veterans"; Providing for Severability; Providing for Conflict; Providing for an Effective Date. (Second Reading) (City Attorney) (see backup)CAD# 008/08

Mayor Cooper provided background on the item. 

Mayor Cooper opened the public hearing. Seeing no speakers the Public Hearing was closed.  

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPROVE ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE IV “PARKING METERS” BY CREATING SECTION 28-141 “EXEMPTIONS FOR VETERANS”. The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:

AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Sanders; Vice Mayor Julian, Mayor Cooper


NAYS:
None

Mayor Cooper noted the City has three finalists for the Florida League of Cities Annual Excellence Awards, City Manager Good as City Manager of the Year, Commissioner Ross as City Commissioner of the year and the City of Hallandale Beach as City of Excellence.  

Mayor Cooper requested a full summary of all Boards/Committees appointments and vacancies. City Manager Good advised the information would be prepared and placed on the next Commission Meeting Agenda. 

There being no further business before the Commission Mayor Cooper adjourned the meeting at 8:03 PM.




RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,





_______________________                            





               Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________                        

              City Clerk

RECORDING SECRETARY:

Shari Canada

APPROVED BY COMMISSION:
________________________
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