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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2008 AT 10:00 AM, CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 10:10 AM.
2. ROLL CALL

Commissioners London, Ross and Sanders, Vice Mayor Julian, Mayor Cooper, Deputy City Manager Rafols, City Attorney Jove, City Clerk McGough – All present

NOTE:

CITY MANAGER GOOD ARRIVED AT 10:22 AM 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. PRESENTATIONS AND REPORTS

A. Presentation of Certificates to the Student Citizens of the Month

Janette Hernandez and Luis Roca were recognized as Student Citizens of the Month for Hallandale High School for August and September, respectively. Marilyn Santiago, Hallandale High School, stated 60 students are dual enrolled at BCC and stated there is a need for transport of these dual enrolled students. She discussed the Hurricane Ike food drive, noting a school bus was filled with food for Ike survivors in Haiti. She advised the school will be doing the drive again in conjunction with the City.  

Brandon Kalisharan was recognized as the Student Citizen of the Month from Hallandale Elementary School. 

Principal Ludwig, Hallandale Elementary School, noted this is the school’s 8th year as an A+ school. She advised there are monetary awards received for being an A school.  She discussed enrollment and the class size amendment.  Mayor Cooper requested that Principal Ludwig provide the City with the legislation pertaining to enrollment and class size amendment and to provide her recommendations.   
Akeem Glasgow was recognized as Student Citizen of the Month from the Hallandale Adult Community Center.  Rosanne Bagdasarian, Hallandale Adult Community Center, advised the voter registration drive at the school was very successful with 95 new voters registered. She noted the school will be having a Blood drive. 

Commissioner Ross spoke about Sheridan Technical Center and noted they have added a gaming technician class to their curriculum. 

B. Proclamation Proclaiming National School Lunch Week

The Proclamation was presented to Principal Ludwig and Ms. Scales. 

Principal Ludwig noted 89% of the students at Hallandale Elementary are fed through this program. 

C. Presentation of a Key to the City to Senator Steven Geller for Service to the Community and the State

Mayor Cooper presented the Key to the City to Senator Geller and read prepared remarks.

Senator Geller spoke of the honor it has been to serve this community.   

Mayor Cooper noted the two year restriction on lobbying for former State Senators and former State House of Representatives needs to be changed.

D. Recognition of Dr. Joseph Amunategui II for Services to the Hallandale Beach Police Athletic League (PAL)Program

This item was deferred to the next meeting. 

E. Presentation by the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) for Excellence in Financial Reporting for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2006 and the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for the Fiscal Year 2007-08 Budget  
Alan Owens from the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) presented the two awards to the City. 

City Manager Good noted the Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) requirements change and the staff from the Finance Department stay on top of these changes.  He spoke highly of Mrs. Ladolcetta and the Finance staff and noted he is honored and proud to receive these awards. 

Commissioner London left dais at 11:03 AM  

Commissioner London returned at 11:04 AM

Finance Director Ladolcetta introduced staff, Robert Fraidenburg, Gail Blyth, David Friedman, Mylene Silvar, Jocelyn Hollis, Jennifer Frastai, Nydia Rafols, Mark Antonio and Frank Hileman. She noted these staff members are on the budget committee and noted their hard work.  

F. Recognition of Ted LaMott for Achieving the Designation of Certified Chief Information Officer (CCIO)

City Manager Good stated Mr. LaMott is being recognized for his educational pursuits to better serve the City.  

Mr. LaMott thanked the Commission for the recognition.  Mr. LaMott’s project which he completed in order to earn the designation involved the City’s document imaging system.  

G. Proclamation Proclaiming Fire Prevention Week

Mayor Cooper presented Daniel Sullivan, Fire Chief, with the Proclamation. 

Chief Sullivan introduced Richard Stover, the new Fire Prevention Division Chief. 

H. A Proclamation Proclaiming Community Planning Month

Mayor Cooper presented Richard Cannone, Director of Development Services, with the proclamation. Staff involved in planning activities were introduced, Christy Dominguez, Sarah Suarez, Sheena James and Bobby Robinson.

It was noted that amendments to flexibility rules are being recommended by the Broward County Planning Council.  These are to be reviewed toward possible strengthening, with a recommendation to be made to the City Manager.   
I. Discussion of Public Works Construction Projects

Director Brant presented report discussing ongoing and upcoming public works construction projects. 

City Manager Good directed a cost be obtained to extend the new perimeter wall along the north side of the Department of Public Works Compound as well as a cost to enclose the entire compound with the new perimeter wall.  
Commissioner London left dais at 12:23 PM. 

Commissioner London returned at 12:25 PM

Director Brant discussed the West Hallandale Beach Boulevard project and NW/SW 8th Ave project.  
Mayor Cooper asked about night lighting in the Layne Blvd. arch, fountain and guard house areas. The lighting is not working. City Manager Good advised it will be evaluated. Mayor Cooper asked about the wood lattice and asked if a plastic or alternative could be used. City Manager Good advised it will be evaluated.  

In regard to Golden Isles Drive, flower beds are to be located in areas along Layne Blvd. where parking cannot be placed due to line of sight and fire hydrant requirements.  

Vice Mayor Julian discussed the fountain and the flowers placed at the Golden Isles Guard House. City Manager Good noted the low maintenance, native plants were placed by the Golden Isles Homeowner’s Association through a grant from Broward Beautiful. Commissioner London noted the types of plantings at the Guard House and stated public meetings were held to obtain community comment.  
Vice Mayor Julian asked about a sand bag program. City Manager Good noted the City has done this in the past and noted the City could hold the sand bag program on Saturdays as part of the Tree Give Away Program by facilitating the sand and bags and allowing the residents to fill their own bags. 

In response to questions from Commissioner London, Director Brant discussed the formal Bridge Improvements bid for Golden Isles bridges and the S.W. 7th St. bridge.  The need to perform emergency repairs to the S.W. 7th St. Bridge will be evaluated. 

Commissioner London asked for a copy of the survey of S.E. 2nd Street along the northern end of the Gulfstream property. City Manager Good noted the survey would be made available for his review through the Commissioner Request (CR) process.  
Per discussion, the yellow buoys at 530 Oleander Drive are to be removed from the canal if all work has been completed.  
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
Robert McColgan, 425 SW 3 Terrace, advised there are still flooding concerns on SW 3 Terrace. City Manager Good noted the project has not been turned over to the City and the drains are still plugged. The drains are plugged to prevent construction debris from going into the drainage system.  He stated once the City has signed off on the completion of the project the drainage system will be unplugged and the drainage in the area will return to normal.  
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS  
A. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Repealing Ordinance No. 2005-11 and Creating Article V of the City Code, Entitled "Water and Sewer Impact Fees," Sections 30-247 through 30-260; Providing for the Imposition of Impact Fees on New Water and Wastewater Users for Capital Expansion of the City's Water Production and Distribution System and its Wastewater Transmission and Treatment System in Order to Serve Such New Connections; Providing for the Imposition of Accrued Guaranteed Revenue Charges ("AGRC")in Order to Reimburse the City for the Carrying Costs Associated with Capacity Reservation; Providing for Authority to Enact the Ordinance; Providing for Commission Findings; Providing Definitions; Providing Applicability; Requiring Payment of Water and Wastewater Impact Fees and AGRC; Providing a Fee Schedule; Providing for Exemptions; Providing the Timing of Payment; Providing the Financing of Fees; Providing for the Establishment of a Water and Wastewater Impact Fee Trust Fund for each Type of Fee; Providing for Use of the Trust Fund Monies; Repealing Conflicting Ordinances; Providing for Severability; and Providing for an Effective Date  
City Manager Good stated this is related to the impact fees in development agreements and sets the fees for water production and distribution and for wastewater transmission and requires payment of said fees. However, the study does not include the treatment costs at the Hollywood facility. He asked the Commission to implement this ordinance as presented with the understanding he would negotiate with developers regarding additional costs based on further studies.  Once additional studies are completed, an amended Ordinance can be considered.

Mayor Cooper noted she heard Hollywood has a $58 million profit margin and asked for an audit regarding sewer treatment funds. City Manager Good stated he would evaluate and noted it is customary for there to be charges for services provided by the enterprise fund which are paid by the general fund. 

Vice Mayor Julian noted this ordinance will prevent the residents from bearing the cost of new development. 

Commissioner London asked if the Public Resource Management Group study was going to be provided to the Commission. City Manager Good noted the study was provided before the Budget Workshop. 

Commissioner London asked about impact of charges for renovations. City Manager Good noted if the renovations increase water usage and demand then the impact fee would be charged. 

Commissioner London asked about the Equivalent Residential Unit ERU numbers and City Manager Good noted the differences. 

Commissioner London asked about exemptions as discussed in section 32-255 of the Ordinance.  City Manager Good noted the exemptions are applicable to Affordable Housing Program projects and the forms are available. 

Commissioner London asked about sharing the services of the consultant with the other large users to determine Hollywood’s costs for increased demand on the sewer system. City Manager Good stated this approach is part of the discussions. 

Commissioner London asked how the Accrued Guaranteed Revenue Charges (AGRC) calculation is performed.  Director Brant explained how the calculation was developed and noted it is only for new development. 

Mayor Cooper opened the public hearing. Seeing no speakers, the public hearing was closed. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPROVE THE ORDINANCE ON FIRST READING AND BRING BACK FOR SECOND READING ON OCTOBER 15, 2008.   The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:

AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Sanders; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper


NAYS:
None 

B. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending Section 14.46, Maintenance of Private Stormwater Management Facilities of Chapter 14, Minimum Property Maintenance and Occupancy Code, of Article II. Standards; Providing for Severability; Providing for Conflict; and Providing for Effective Date  
City Manager Good noted this was discussed during the budget special meeting. He stated this ordinance would provide ability for the City to cite the property owner for non-compliance with maintenance of private storm water management facilities. He recommended the City Commission approve this ordinance. 

City Manager Good requested the ordinance be amended in the second whereas clause, by adding safety hazard, and hazard mitigation.  

Vice Mayor Julian asked about the City cleaning the drain. City Manager Good noted the ordinance would allow for the City to perform the cleaning or for the City to arrange for the drain to be cleaned. 

City Manager Good discussed the positive impact of the Community Rating System (CRS) on community insurance rates for flood insurance. 

Mayor Cooper asked if we know the average savings to the condos.  Deputy Director King noted there is a way to figure out the costs and he could provide the information on an individual condo basis. 

Commissioner London asked about the cost to clean the drain. City Manager Good noted the cleaning would be several hundred dollars.  He further noted the state law requires for buildings built after 2006 for an Engineer to sign off on the certificate and that is where most of the cost is, not the actual cleaning.  The administrative policy will be revised to allow the City Engineer to visit the site when the storm drain is being cleaned and to certify for free. 

NOTE:

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY TO BE REVISED TO INCLUDE CERTIFICATION OF DRAIN CLEANINGS BY THE CITY ENGINEER IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE STATUTE REQUIREMENTS






 
City Manager Good noted private property owners would have to enter into a hold harmless agreement with the City in order for the City to complete work on private property. 
Commissioner Ross requested that information about the CRS be made more available to the public.  

NOTE:
CRS INFORMATION TO BE PLACED ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE, INCLUDING HOW RESIDENTS SHOULD CONTACT THEIR INSURANCE COMPANIES TO ENSURE PROPER RATES ARE BEING CHARGED FOR FLOOD INSURANCE

Mayor Cooper opened the public hearing. Seeing no speakers, the public hearing was closed. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPROVE THE ORDINANCE AS AMENDED AND SET SECOND READING FOR OCTOBER 15, 2008. The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:

AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Sanders; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper


NAYS:
None 

7. CITY BUSINESS

A. Consideration of Approval of the 2008 Annual Floodplain Management and Hazard Mitigation Plan Evaluation Report.  
City Manager Good provided background on the subject. He noted the Community Rating System (CRS) rating is going to a 6 resulting in a reduction of 20% in flood insurance for those in the flood plain within the City. 

Deputy Director King noted Tony Gonzalez, Building Official, is the CRS Coordinator. He discussed the development of the Plan and the annual evaluation. 

Mayor Cooper noted thirty-eight properties were identified in the report as repetitive loses. Deputy Director King noted these properties were part of various mitigation projects completed by the City. 

Commissioner London asked about the purpose of flood insurance. Deputy Director King noted standard insurance does not cover water coming up from the ground and flood insurance is necessary to cover water coming into the property from the ground up. 

Commissioner London asked about the perpetual preservation of open space as noted in the report. He noted the City is not preserving open space by considering a land swap with Gulfstream and the Catholic Church. City Manager Good explained the City is preserving open space by doing the land swap as it would provide the City with a 10 acre parcel which would allow for the Golden Isles Park and Tennis Center to be expanded.  

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPROVE THE 2008 ANNUAL FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT AND HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN EVALUATION REPORT.  The motion carried by a voice vote, 4/1 (Commissioner London No).  

B. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Supporting Action by the Florida Legislature to Establish a Taxing Structure that Allows the Pari-Mutuels to Operate Competitively with the Seminole Tribe and Ensures the Pari-mutuels are able to Offer the Same Gaming Products as the Seminole Tribe  
City Manager Good, provided background on the issues related to the Seminole Compact and the impact on the Pari-Mutuels and on the overall community. The City needs to work with the Pari-Mutuels and other Cities to get everyone on the same page. 

Dan Atkins, Mardi Gras Gaming Center, spoke about the unbalanced playing field. He noted 70 million from Mardi Gras and 40 million from Gulfstream have been provided in state revenue. He noted he has increased his staff from 100 to 700 employees. He noted if Mardi Gras was able to compete with the Indians they would deliver even more in-state and local revenues. He thanked the City for their support. He advised he is proposing a 30% tax rate to replace the current 50% tax rate.  It is important that the Pari-Mutuels be enabled to use a portion of the revenues to make capital improvements.

Mayor Cooper asked that the Mayor of Broward County, the Mayors of Miami and Miami Gardens and the President of the Miami-Dade League of Cities be sent the Resolution.  

City Manager Good noted a joint lobbying effort is being implemented. He noted Representative Gibbons is working toward more favorable legislation pertaining to pari-mutuels. Mayor Cooper noted she will be speaking with Senator Sobel regarding the issues.  

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION Supporting Action by the Florida Legislature to Establish a Taxing Structure that Allows the Pari-Mutuels to Operate Competitively with the Seminole Tribe and Ensures the Pari-mutuels are able to Offer the Same Gaming Products as the Seminole Tribe.  The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:

AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Saunders; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper


NAYS:
None 

C. Discussion Concerning Programs and Messages Provided on Governmental Channel 78  
Commissioner London noted channel 78 Government Access Channel was being used to air Commission Meetings, re-broadcast Commission Meetings, and occasionally used for other purposes and wants to add additional programming from outside persons and groups.  

City Manager Good, noted airing the government access channel is part of the Cable TV Franchise Agreement requirements with Comcast. He stated the City Commission would have to approve any content on the channel and the City has the sole control over the channel. 

Mayor Cooper stated adding additional programming could be problematic. She stated a partnership with the high school would be appropriate but other programming would be inappropriate. 

Commissioner Ross noted that expansion of the channel programming would require too much staff time.

No action was taken on this item. 

D. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Recognizing The Sacrifices of All Veterans of The United States Of America and Supporting An Exemption From Municipal Parking Fees For Qualified Veterans Within The City 
Mayor Cooper provided background on the item. She recommended approval. 

Vice Mayor Julian asked that an additional veterans tag be included. Mayor Cooper noted this tag can be purchased by anyone and the other tags have certain criteria in order to be obtained.  

Commissioner London noted there are four additional license plates which require proof of military service and these four should be included in the Resolution. 

Mayor Cooper noted the intent was geared towards seniors and disabled veterans who served in the military service. City Manager Good concurred with the intent. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO INCLUDE THE FOUR ADDITIONAL PLATES THAT REQUIRE PROOF OF MILITARY SERVICE.  The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:

AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Sanders; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper


NAYS:
None 

8. COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Mayor Cooper advised she attended the water task force meeting. She discussed the water academy. 

Mayor Cooper discussed the Traffic Magistrate meetings. She noted the program will continue and some of the alternatives to the program. She discussed the alternatives to the current traffic program. 

Commissioner London noted he held his Commissioner Public Forum, and attended the water advisory board meeting, resource recovery meeting, water task force meeting, and Guns and Hoses Conference on Police and Fire Pension Funds. 

Mayor Cooper recessed the meeting at 2:02 pm and departed the meeting. 

9. OTHER

Vice Mayor Julian reconvened the meeting at 2:45 PM in room 257

Mayor Cooper absent. 

Vice Mayor Julian spoke about SW 6 Ave Adopt-a-Street coming up for cleaning.

City Manager Good discussed the Florida League of Cities Annual Awards Program. The City was nominated as one of the top 5 for City of Excellence.  He further noted Commissioner Ross is in the top 5 for consideration of Commissioner/Council Member of the Year. He stated that City Manager Good is in the top 5 for consideration of City Manager of the Year. All nominees are invited to attend. Winners are automatically in the running for the National League of Cities Awards. He noted City of Excellence and City Commissioner of the Year are most important to him. He noted City of Excellence speaks to everyone’s efforts.  
City Manager Good noted the Hallandale Beach Chamber of Commerce Annual Golf Tournament was upcoming. Commission consensus was to sponsor at the $1,500 level, with giveaway bags, and a tee hole sign for $100. He further noted the City would be playing a Foursome, with Commissioners London and Sanders playing.

City Manager Good noted the Beach One Resort is going to be heard for First Reading before the Hollywood City Commission on October 1, 2008. He noted the City was recently advised this will be on the Hollywood Commission Agenda. City Manager Good noted the concerns of staff are the building’s height, the foot print of the property, and its impacts on the City’s Beach Fire Station.  He noted parking was on the first 10-15 floors and noted staff is concerned about stacking in front of the City’s Fire Station and having the ability to perform fire rescue services in a timely manner. He noted the parking and valet parking solutions are confusing. 

Commissioner Ross noted she is opposed to the project. 

Vice Mayor Julian noted his opposition to the project. He noted the stacking issue in front of the Fire Station is a health, life and safety issue. Furthermore, he is concerned about beach access and the building’s setback. 

City Manager Good asked for clarification on the legal changes regarding Hotels. Director Cannone, Development Services, advised a hotel is considered a Commercial use which is usually calculated at double the density, 100 units per acre. However, Broward County passed new density allocations for commercial use and amended their land use plan to enable a density pool of 300 hotels units per acre to allow for more density in urban communities. City Manager Good noted the project is proposed to have 477 hotel keys on 1.5 acres.

Commissioner London noted from this information it sounds like the developers are entitled to build. 

City Manager Good noted the City is entitled to object as the project and potential stacking issue will affect health, life and safety issues for the residents of Hallandale Beach. He stated this will have an impact on the City and the Fire Station and the City should express concerns and protect the safety of its residents and request the Hollywood Commission to require the developer to amend the plans to address the vehicle stacking issues. 

Commissioner London left at 3:28 PM. 

Vice Mayor Julian asked for bullet points for the Commissioners to work with when attending the Hollywood Commission meeting, to include, Surf Road concerns, vehicle stacking, beach access, zero lot line, shadowing and other issues. 

City Manager Good noted there is consensus from the Commission on the City’s position and he will move forward accordingly. 

Commissioner London returned at 3:32 PM. 

Commissioner Ross asked about litigation. City Manager Good noted he is not considering litigation at this time.

City Manager Good suggested staff represent the interests of the City at this First Reading, and if necessary the Commission will be asked to attend the Hollywood Commission meeting when the item is heard for Second Reading. The Commission concurred with this approach. 

10. PLANNING AND SCHEDULING MEETING  
The City Commission reviewed the schedule for the month of October. 

City Manager Good noted the Palm’s Community Coalition meetings are now being held bi-weekly. 

City Manager noted the upcoming event honoring Mayor Cooper and asked if any of the Commissioners were attending.  All Commissioners will be attending the event. 

Commissioner London left the meeting at 3:59 PM. 

Commissioner London returned at 4:05 PM.

City Manager Good discussed the Health Intervention with Targeted Services (HITS) Program and the new dental program being offered at the Hepburn Center.  
City Manager Good noted the City is changing the Reverse 911 Program to the Connect-CTY program.  He noted this will provide the City with the ability to include more content.  
City Manager Good discussed Florida Government Week activities.  He noted staff would be going to the Schools and talk about careers and asked if the Commissioners were interested and which age group.  Commissioner’s to provide information to City Manager on individual basis.  
Vice Mayor Julian noted the Outhouse Festival was upcoming. 

Commissioner London left at 4:13 PM. 

Commissioner London returned at 4:15 PM. 

City Manager Good noted the Weed and Seed event “Men who Cook” would be on November 1, 2008 and encouraged Vice Mayor Julian and Commissioners London and Sanders to participate in the event. 

Vice Mayor Julian adjourned the meeting at 4:20 PM




RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,





_______________________                            





               Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________                        

              City Clerk
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APPROVED BY COMMISSION:
________________________

SEPTEMBER 29, 2008
1
SEPTEMBER 29, 2008 
12

