RESOLUTION 2008-

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 318.18, FLORIDA STATUTES ALLOWING MUNICIPALITIES TO IMPOSE A SURCHARGE ON CERTAIN TRAFFIC CITATIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF FUNDING A TRAFFIC MAGISTRATE PROGRAM AND A BILL AMENDING SECTION 318.21, FLORIDA STATUTES ALLOWING COUNTIES TO IMPOSE A SURCHARGE ON CERTAIN TRAFFIC AND PARKING CITATIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF FUNDING A TRAFFIC MAGISTRATE PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature has refused to fund a Traffic Magistrate Program in Broward County despite the State’s exclusive constitutional obligation to provide funding for the Courts; and 


WHEREAS, as a result of the lack of funding, the traffic magistrate program was halted and all traffic infractions that were previously set for hearing at the Counties satellite courthouses, are now scheduled to be heard by sitting County Court Judges at the Broward County Courthouse in Ft. Lauderdale, requiring local government police officers to travel to and appear in Court at the downtown courthouse; and


WHEREAS, under the traffic magistrate program, traffic infractions were scheduled in coordination with police officer’s duty schedule so that an officer could appear for multiple traffic infractions during a single appearance;  and, as a direct result of the scheduling conflicts created by the overwhelming volume of traffic citations being set before the sitting County Court Judges without coordination with the individual officer’s duty schedule, the County Court’s are dismissing a substantial percentage of the traffic citations coming before them; and  


WHEREAS, the current system of scheduling traffic infraction appearances before the County Court Judges at the main Courthouse is causing serious logistical problems for the City’s officers to attend all of the scheduled appearances and is resulting in an effective reduction in enforcement effectiveness due to the large number of dismissed citations, as well as a loss of revenue to the City; and


WHEREAS, the Broward County Commission has voted to fund the traffic magistrate program for the period from January 2009 through June of 2009’ with the stated caveat that the Commission is asking all of the stakeholders in this program to coordinate an effort during the coming Legislative Session to convince the Florida Legislature to pass legislation that would create funding mechanisms for the traffic magistrate program; and


WHEREAS, the Broward League of Cities counsel has drafted two proposed bills which in the first instance amending Section 318.18, F.S. and allowing counties and municipalities to impose by ordinance a surcharge of up to $18.00 Dollars on noncriminal infractions under Chapter 318 or criminal infractions listed in Section 318.17 to fund State Court facilities, to include up to $3.00 for purposes of funding a traffic magistrate program;  and, in the second instance, amending Section 318.21, F.S., and allowing counties to impose a $3.00 surcharge on parking fines and other civil traffic infractions for the purpose of funding a traffic magistrate program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA: 


SECTION 1.
The City supports the proposed bills amending Section 318.18, F.S., and amending Section 318.21, F.S., to allow counties and municipalities to impose a surcharge to fund a traffic magistrate program and fund other court facilities as set forth in the proposed bills.

     
SECTION 2.
The City Clerk shall forward this Resolution to all appropriate persons.


Passed and adopted on this _____ day of November, 2008.







____________________________








Mayor-Commissioner

Attest:

____________________

City Clerk   
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