CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA

MEMORANDUM

DATE:
October 3, 2008
TO:

D. Mike Good, City Manager
FROM:
Thomas A. Magill, Chief of Police


SUBJECT:
Weed & Seed Monthly Report – September, 2008
The Department of Justice’s Community Capacity Development Office executed a Weed & Seed Site Visit on September 25, 2008. Designated Grant Manager Bill Ballweber reviewed documentation and reports, went on a site visit and met with individual groups to get feedback regarding the initiative in the Palms of Hallandale Beach. His initial report indicated that all required documentation and paperwork is in order and that many good things are happening at the site.   While there are some issues, overall the site is doing very well. 

The PIT sub-committee continues working with youth in programs within the several Safe Havens.  The Place of Refuge, located above Tropical Spice is hosting small group sessions with volunteer mentors.  Small groups of five youth ages 16-21 meet weekly to discuss issues related to education, employment and personal growth. 

The Neighborhood Restoration sub-committee is planning several events in October.  On October 18, 2008 there will be a neighborhood cleanup.  All volunteers are welcome. On October 24, 2008 there will be a Crime Walk.  The route is to be determined. 
During the Month of September, Officer Jackson along with Officer Nadler, Officer Springer, and Sgt. Robert working with BSO Multi Gang Task Force made four (4) arrests in the Palms for narcotics, probation violations, and alcoholic beverage violations.  

For the past several months, the police department has collaborated with Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco (A.B.T), in an attempt to stop the sale of alcohol and tobacco to under age minors.  During these months, all of the Hallandale Beach convenience stores were targeted.  In all, (12) N.T.A.’s (Notice to Appear) were issued to store clerks/owners for selling tobacco and/or alcohol to minors.  These stores also had their alcohol and tobacco license placed on probation.  In addition, Much Better Groceries, located at 530 Foster Rd, is currently under investigation by the Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco.  The co-owner of this store relinquished his license in September due to several convenience store and/or criminal violations.  The store currently does not have an alcohol and tobacco license; therefore, they are not permitted to sell any of these products.  In addition, with the assistance of the Street Crimes Unit, several houses in the Palms were identified to be selling illegal items such as alcohol, tobacco, narcotics, etc. to residents and were targeted.  SWAT, along with ABT Officers conducted a search warrant, which yielded several arrests and the recovery of alcohol and narcotics.

Also during the month of September, Officer Jackson worked with Code Enforcement in reference to several quality of life issues.  Several abandoned buildings and homes in foreclosure have been identified.  These structures have unknown person(s) sleeping, using narcotics, and
other illegal activities on the property.  The conditions of these structures are unsanitary and are a hazard to the neighborhood.  Due to the unsafe conditions, Code Enforcement along with city workers were able to board up these structures in order to keep unknown person(s) out and to eliminate illegal activities.  In addition, (15) vehicles were cited for code violations and (4) vehicles were towed for other code violations.      

Reviewed:
___________________________________________
_______________

D. Mike Good, City Manager



             Date

_______Approved

________Denied 

_________Hold for Discussion
Comments: ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

TAM/jek/kc/sk/md
cc:        Nydia Rafols-Sallabery, Deputy City Manager

Mark Antonio, Assistant City Manager
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