RESOLUTION 2008 – 

A Resolution of THE City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Supporting AN Increase in Florida's Cigarette Tax

WHEREAS, tobacco use kills more than 400,000 people each year in the United States, more than the total number killed by AIDS, alcohol, motor vehicles, homicide, illegal drugs, and suicide combined, and; 

WHEREAS, cigarette smoking accounts for at least 30% of all cancers deaths, 87% of lung cancer deaths, and is associated with increased risk of at least 15 types of cancer, and;

WHEREAS, smoking is a major cause of heart disease, cerebrovascular disease, chronic bronchitis, and emphysema, and is associated with gastric ulcers, and;

WHEREAS, secondhand smoke contains more than 4,000 substances, more than 50 which are known or suspected to cause cancer, and;

WHEREAS, in Florida, nearly 1.2 million youth alive today will become smokers and approximately 369,000 will die from smoking, and;

WHEREAS, smoking caused health costs in Florida total more than $6.3 billion annually, with $1.2 billion being covered by the state's Medicaid program , and;

WHEREAS, Florida has not increased its cigarette tax since July 1990, ranking 46th lowest in the nation with 33.9 cents per pack, while national average is $1.18 per pack, and;

WHEREAS, increasing Florida's cigarette tax by $1.00 per pack would likely generate more than $1.06 billion of tax revenue , while preventing 224,600 kids from starting to smoke and causing 123,300 adults to stop smoking;

NOW, THEREFORE, Be it Resolved by The City commission of the city of Hallandale Beach, florida:

SECTION 1. The City of Hallandale Beach Supports measures that would increase Florida's cigarette tax by at least $1.00 per pack, as this tax will generate badly needed funds for healthcare, and will also help people quit smoking and discourage youths from starting to smoke. This increase will put Florida once again back in the forefront of the tobacco control movement, achieving the Gold Standard in tobacco control.
SECTION 2. This resolution is to be transmitted to the Governor of the State of Florida, the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, the President of the Senate, the American Cancer Society and other appropriate parties.

SECTION 3.
This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its passage and adoption.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this September ___, 2008.

____________________________








MAYOR-COMMISSIONER

ATTEST:

__________________________
CITY CLERK








