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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2008 AT 10:00 AM
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 10:11 A.M.

2. ROLL CALL

Mayor Cooper, Vice Mayor Julian, Commissioners London, Ross and Schiller, City Manager Good, City Attorney Jove and City Clerk McGough – All present

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Sarai Jordan, Hallandale Elementary School, led the Pledge of Allegiance and also recited her school pledge.

4. PRESENTATIONS AND REPORTS

A. Presentation of Certificates to the Student Citizens of the Month

Sarai Jordan was recognized as the Student Citizen of the Month from Hallandale Elementary School.

Sharon Scales, Hallandale Elementary School, noted the school hosted the Florida Robotics Competition on Saturday, February 2, 2008 and further thanked the City and the Future Foundation for ongoing support.

Carmel Silveira was recognized as Student Citizen of the Month from Hallandale High School. 

Frankie Hammond was also recognized as Student Citizen of the Month from Hallandale High School. 

Peter Chavez was also recognized as Student Citizen of the Month from Hallandale High School. 

Marilyn Santiago, Hallandale High School, provided an update on school activities. 

Shantel Brown was recognized as Student Citizen of the Month from the Hallandale Adult Community Center.

Rosann Bagdasarian, Hallandale Adult Community Center, provided an update on school activities. 

B. Recognition of Davien Fernandes-Jones as Finalist for "Broward County Schools Teacher of the Year"

Davien Fernandes-Jones was recognized as a finalist for “Broward County Schools Teacher of the Year.”  Mayor Cooper noted the support of the Hallandale Beach Kiwanis Club for Mr. Fernandes-Jones and the Hallandale High Key Club.  Mr. Fernandes-Jones noted his participation in the Urban Teaching Magnet Program and its importance in preparing future teachers.

C. Recognition of James Morrow as "Broward County Schools Related Employee of the Year 2008"

James Morrow was recognized for being selected as “Broward County Schools Related Employee of the Year 2008.”  Mr. Morrow noted he was proud to represent the approximately 21,000 support staff members working for the School Board.

D. Recognition of Randy Thompson for Service to the United States Armed Forces

City Manager Good noted Mr. Thompson’s military and social service in Iraq.  Mr. Thompson thanked the City for ongoing support.  

City Manager Good also noted that Officer Matthew Casey with the Police Department is also serving in Iraq.

E. Recognition of Juan Carlos Bernal for Service to the United States Armed Forces

Mayor Cooper thanked Mr. Bernal for this service to the Hallandale Beach Citizens Emergency Response Team (CERT) as well as assistance provided to other relief agencies.  Vice Mayor Julian noted Mr. Bernal was one of the local residents who accompanied him to the area ravaged by Hurricane Katrina.

F. Proclamation Proclaiming "Congenital Heart Defects Awareness Week"

Sonia Perez, Founder of the Angel’s Pediatric Heart House, received the Proclamation and thanked the City for its support.

G. Proclamation Proclaiming "Broward Diversity Community Month"

Ronald A. Foulkes, Chair, Diversity Advisory Council, received the Proclamation and discussed the rich, cultural diversity within Broward County.

H. Presentation by Broward County Supervisor of Elections Office (Presented by Dr. Brenda Snipes, Supervisor of Elections)

Dr. Brenda Snipes, Broward County Supervisor of Elections, presented a power point presentation. 

She noted that high school students are encouraged to work on Election Day and donate their earnings to a school fundraising activity.  She would like her office to have a partnership with Hallandale High School.  

Ms. Snipes noted about 10,000 election day workers are needed.

Ms. Snipes stated there is a regional Supervisor of Elections office in Hollywood at the Court House on Hollywood Blvd. and the office telephone number is 945-831-0443.

Mayor Cooper asked about the legislative initiative to allow voting by mail.  Ms. Snipes recommended members of the Legislature be contacted about support for this initiative.  Her office is in favor of this initiative because of the cost savings and it is timely based on current budget cuts.

Commissioner London requested information on the number of voters in Hallandale Beach and the voter turnout.  

NOTE:

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS OFFICE TO PROVIDE REQUESTED 



INFORMATION REGARDING VOTERS AND VOTING TURN OUT IN 



HALLANDALE BEACH

Commissioner Schiller asked about the status of Florida delegates being able to be seated at the Democratic National Convention.  Ms. Snipes noted there has been no change to date and concerns should be addressed to the Democratic National Committee.

I. Discussion of Public Works Construction Projects

Earl King, Deputy Director, Public Works/Utilities/Engineering, presented report. 

The ribbon cutting ceremony for the new Membrane Water Treatment Plant is scheduled for February 25, 2008 at 10:00 A.M.  
The historic Moffitt House will be relocated to the Curci House property on Sunday, February 10, 2008. 
New traffic cones are being installed at the Three Islands Safe Neighborhood District Guardhouse.   
There is a dangerous parking situation at the end of Parkview Drive at the border with Hollywood.  Bollards will be installed.  Hallandale Beach will fence off the area if the City of Hollywood continues to permit the dangerous parking situation. 
Barricades on Layne Blvd need to be removed and a trash receptacle is to be installed at the newspaper racks on Layne Blvd.  A trash receptacle is to be installed at the bus stop at Carinni’s Restaurant on Federal Highway. 

Issues and concerns related to the Three Islands Safe Neighborhood District and the Harbor Isles Development in Hollywood are to be included in the upcoming joint meeting with the City of Hollywood. 
The authority of the City to have contractors timely correct construction related issues on the public rights-of-way was discussed.  City Manager Good noted there is an administrative policy on this matter.  Research is to be completed on whether a bond can be required which could be drawn upon if a contractor does not timely respond to requests to correct construction related issues.  It was noted that many contractors working in the public rights-of-way do not have contracts with the City, but with other entities. 

Commissioner London suggested that City staff document who they spoke with and when and what was discussed in regard to concerns and issues pertaining to construction on the public rights-of-way. 

Commissioner London noted that the City has a recycling program and certain items such as newspapers are mandatory for recycling.  Residents are to call 954-457-1616 during normal business hours to request recycling bins. 
For water and sewer emergencies after business hours and on weekends, the contact number at the City Water Plant is 954-457-1632 which is answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Mayor Cooper recessed the meeting at 1:08 P.M.

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Stephen Sarsfield, 319 N.E. 14th Avenue, Hallandale Beach, stated his concern about the effect of the proposed Diplomat Country Club development on existing property values.

City Manager Good described the process for review of the proposed development and noted the public would have a number of opportunities to be heard.

Jackie Pentacost, 2001 Atlantic Shores Blvd, DeSoto Park North Condo, Hallandale Beach, asked about the effect of the proposed project on Atlantic Shores Blvd.

Catherine Kim Owens, 719 Diplomat Parkway, Hallandale Beach, expressed concerns about the information presented at a community meeting regarding the development.

Csaba Kulin, 600 N.E. 14th Avenue, Hallandale Beach, was opposed to the proposed development.

Anasta Nettie Karus, 700 N.E. 14th Avenue, Hallandale Beach, was opposed to the proposed development.

Mike Okun, 1420 Atlantic Shores Blvd., Hallandale Beach, asked how many units would be permitted.

City Manager Good noted the City Commission approves the number of units subject to the vested rights of the developer. 

Sam Rosenberg, 421 N.E. 14th Avenue, Hallandale Beach, stated now is not the time for development.

Dr. Jeff Levy, 1600 Diplomat Parkway, Hallandale Beach, opposed the proposed project.

Alice Cahill, Diplomat Parkway, Hallandale Beach, opposed the proposed project.

Mayor Cooper stated the Commission is the steward of the City and it is the Commission’s responsibility to balance everyone rights and access the development’s overall benefits to the community. The City’s Master Plan is an important tool for community-wide planning.

Commissioner London noted that staff has recommended denial of the project as did the Planning and Zoning Board.  Nevertheless, the developer has lawfully vested land use rights.  He noted he is available to meet with residents the 3rd Tuesday of each month from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. in Room 192 adjacent to the Commission Chambers.

Community meetings are scheduled for January 19, 2008 to discuss generators and the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) and for January 27, 2008 to discuss the City’s Master Plan, Master Transportation Plan and Water and Sewer planning.  

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
A. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending the Future Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan, More Specifically, to Create New Provisions for an Irregular Residential (Dashed Line Areas) Land Use Category. 
Mayor Cooper noted that Items 6.A., 6.B. and 6.C. pertaining to the Diplomat Country Club property are recommended to be deferred.  The developer submitted a letter requesting a deferral.  Nevertheless, the public is invited to speak about the items. (See comments under Public Participation, immediately above)

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO DEFER ITEMS 6.A., 6.B., AND 6.C. AND BRING BACK WHEN READY.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0. 

B. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Approving a Large Scale Change of Land Use from Commercial Recreation, General Commercial and Low Residential to Commercial Recreation and Irregular (11.24 units per net acre) Residential, in order to Permit 1,050 Residential Dwelling Units within the Existing Diplomat Country Club Property, Located at 500 - 501 Diplomat Parkway and Generally Described as a Portion of Tract B, Block 1 and a Portion of Block 11 and Block 13 of the Diplomat Golf Estates Plat, according to the Plat Thereof, as Recorded In Plat Book 46 at Page 24, of the Public Records of Broward County, Florida. 
C. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending the Future Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan, More Specifically, Amending the Provisions for the Commercial Recreation Land Use Category to Permit Hotel, Motel and Similar Lodging as an Ancillary Use. 

D. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending Chapter 32, Article VI, of the City of Hallandale Beach Code of Ordinances, the "Land Development Code"; Creating Section 32-888, "Public School Concurrency", Providing for Adequacy of School Sites and Facilities and Public School Concurrency; Providing for Conflict; Providing for Severability; Providing an Effective Date.

City Manager Good provided background information and discussed the purpose of creating the “Public School Concurrency” section of the Land Development Code to implement the provisions in the Interlocal Agreement with the School Board. 

Richard Cannone, Development Services Director, introduced Sarah Suarez, Associate Planner, and noted she prepared the backup information for this item.

Mayor Cooper opened the public hearing.  Seeing no speakers the public hearing was closed. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO APPROVE THE ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 32, ARTICLE VI OF THE CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH CODE OF ORDINANCE, ON FIRST READING AND SCHEDULE SECOND READING WHEN READY.   The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows.  
AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper


NAYS:
None

Mayor Cooper reconvened the meeting at 3:04 P.M. 
7. CITY BUSINESS

A. Presentation by Principal Financial Group of the Quarterly Results of the General Employees and Professional/Management Pension Plans for the Period October 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007, Including a Presentation by an Actuary on Current Funding Status and Forthcoming Pension Requirements
Debi Fredrickson and Steve Geadelmann from Principal Financial Group provided the report.  Performance of investments are down on an absolute and relative basis.  Selected areas of the country appear to have the characteristics of a recession, with South Florida being one of these areas.

Dave Stocklas, Actuary, and Mark Antonio, Assistant City Manager, advised GASB regulations will not significantly impact the City financially.   

B. Consideration of the 2008 Legislative Plans from the Broward League of Cities, Florida League of Cities, Broward County Commission and Florida Association of Counties 

City Manager Good stated the purpose of this item was to afford the City Commission the opportunity to review the 2008 Legislative Plans of the Broward League of Cities, Florida League of Cities, Broward County Commission and the Florida Association of Counties and determine which items the Commission will support or oppose and which items should be discussed directly with members of the legislature. 

Frank Hileman, Manager, Intergovernmental Relations, presented the legislative plans.  

The City Commission reached consensus regarding the following:

Florida League of Cities Legislative Package
Local Government Housing Trust Fund (Sadowski Trust Fund):  Resolution to indicate support for this item as included in all legislative plans

Education and School funding:   Resolution to state that the State of Florida should fund education and that a new, stable revenue source for education should be identified. Tax exemptions should be eliminated and dedicated to the education fund and support the capital needs of municipal charter schools.

Resolution to oppose any change to eliminate the Constitutional Amendment reducing class size.
Municipal Power:  Resolution to oppose limiting or eroding home rule powers and the prohibition of local government’s ability to education residents on issues subject to vote.
Growth Management:  Resolution to oppose a Constitutional Amendment requiring

voter approval of all changes to a City or County Comprehensive Plan. 

Utility and Cable:  Resolution to support preserving local government authority over siting and rights-of-way and Resolution to oppose reduction of revenue from the Florida Communication Service Tax.

Public Safety:  Resolution to oppose creation of the Broward Independent Fire District.
Transportation:  Resolution to support creation of a dedicated funding source for mass transit in Broward County and use of land use policies that encourage development of mass transit. 

It was noted that the $2.00/day Rental Car Surcharge was not going to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) but going to the Strategic Intermodal Systems Plan (SIS).  This needs to be discussed with Speaker of the House Rubio.  Frank Hileman is to contact Rhonda Calhoun, Executive Director, Broward League of Cities, to research this issue.

Vice Mayor Julian inquired about the status of requesting federal funding for transportation.  City Manager Good noted his office is working with Senator Martinez’s office on procurement of grants.  

Frank Hileman noted a bill is proposed to be filed which would require the FDOT to complete all projects in each Five Year Plan and not be able to move funds and change project schedules from the approved project list. Senator Bennett is showing interest in sponsoring the bill. 

Green Initiatives:  Resolution to support programs that promote energy efficiency and sustainability through incentives, tax exemptions and rebates.  
Cities and the State providing grant monies to developers who agree to construct “green buildings” should be researched.  The buildings would have to be LEED certified. 

Water:  Resolution to support creation of a new Trust Fund Program for low cost bonds for local governments to upgrade and improve water systems.  
Resolution to support the preservation and protection of the Lake Okeechobee levee system.  
Resolution to oppose the Broward County Soil and Water Conservation District placing on the ballot the issue of creating a tax authority watershed improvement district and amending water quality standards.
Broward League of Cities Legislative Package
The Commission reached consensus that the Broward League of Cities Legislative Package would be supported by the City, with the following exception.

The City’s position regarding legislation pertaining to Mobile Home Park Closures must be clarified, as discussed.

In regard to a proposed bill that would authorize issuance of tax-increment financing bonds and other forms of indebtedness without approval by referendum, this will be monitored carefully.

Mayor Cooper noted that the penny sales tax earmarked for transportation funding needs to be researched to ensure the funds are being distributed to local governments, per procedures.  Broward County is in support of an audit of this funding source.

The Broward County Commission Legislative Package was discussed.

In regard to Beach Re-nourishment, a letter is to be prepared to all coastal cities in Broward County regarding the City’s support of the use of alternative technologies along with sand replenishment which would prevent or repair beach erosion.   

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO SEND A LETTER TO ALL COASTAL CITIES IN BROWARD COUNTY URGING THESE CITIES TO SUPPORT THE USE OF ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES ALONG WITH SAND REPLENISHMENT WHICH WOULD FACILITATE PREVENTION OR REPAIR OF BEACH EROSION.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.
NOTE:

MAYOR COOPER TO CHAMPION THIS MATTER AT THE BROWARD

 

LEAGUE OF CITIES

In regard to the Florida Forever and Successor Program and the Broward County Safe Parks and Land Preservation Bond Program, both are supported by the City and are to be included in the City’s legislative plan. 

In regard to proposed Ocean Outfall regulations, Commissioner London noted he is not in favor of having sewage discharges into the ocean and this should not be allowed to continue.  Mayor Cooper noted a scientific investigation of the matter must be done in order to support any recommendations and regulations. City Manager Good noted raw sewage is not being discharged, but rather treated sewage. Alternatives to the ocean outfall methodology need to be researched as these alternatives could cause even greater environmental impacts. Further, it was noted that the regulations could become unfunded mandates on local governments that are very costly to implement.  Mayor Cooper stated that the State should be held accountable to fund local governments for compliance with regulations which are based on scientific data.  The City should continue to monitor the proposed Florida Department of Environmental Protection regulations. 

Frank Hileman stated the State of Florida has created a Florida Transportation Revenue Study Commission to research alternative funding sources for public transportation.  

City Manager Good noted Broward County has advised the City of its intention to remove funding for the Hallandale Beach Minibus Program.  Mayor Cooper re-stated her concern about the allocation of the one cent local option tax for transportation and this will be researched.

The 2008 Legislative Program for the Florida Association of Counties was discussed.  Frank Hileman noted the proposed legislation pertaining to the power of Charter Counties and the proposed changes to regulations regarding Regional Planning Councils would continue to be monitored.  The funding by the State of non-federal emergency funding is supported.  The State should establish a Trust Fund for catastrophic events.

8. COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

Mayor Cooper advised a joint meeting with School Board and the Broward League of Cities is forthcoming to discuss Growth Management issues. 

Mayor Cooper advised she attended the U.S. Conference of Mayors meeting and the extent of housing foreclosures was a major issue.   She is a member of the Urban Community Committee This issue will be further discussed during the Commission Special Meeting regarding the CRA. Assisting Hallandale Beach Housing Program participants with buying homes is a priority as lending institutions do not want to own foreclosed housing. Possibly, assistance can be provided to families facing foreclosures to bring these homes into the Affordable Housing Program. 

NOTE:

CITY MANAGER TO PROVIDE THE NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THE 



HALLANDALE BEACH AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM

Mayor Cooper noted that are a number of programs to provide economic assistance to eligible recipients and these need to be discussed at the March 22, 2008 Financial Literacy Program at the Hepburn Center. 

Mayor Cooper discussed her meeting with the Palms LLC and the topics discussed including affordable housing models, Foster Road Corridor Master Plan, and program offerings at the Hepburn Center. 

NOTE:
CITY MANAGER TO PROVIDE A LIST OF PROGRAMS OFFERED/ PROVIDED AT THE HEPBURN CENTER, HOW LONG THE PROGRAMS HAVE BEEN PROVIDED AND THE FUNDING SOURCES FOR SAME

Mayor Cooper noted she had met with Jessica Saunders, Weed and Seed Program, regarding an International Economic Development Council (IEDC) Workshop and was looking forward to reviewing the recommendations.  

City Manager Good will address the Board of Directors of the Broward League of Cities tomorrow regarding gaming issues. 

9. OTHER

Commissioner London noted the issue with the removal of wheel stops at the RK Diplomat Shopping Center has not been resolved.  City Manager Good noted negotiations are continuing regarding parking issues and stated the issue of wheel stops, in general, will be placed on the agenda for further discussion.

Mayor Cooper noted Publix Supermarket across from the RK Diplomat will be installing three storage areas for shopping carts. It was further noted that 20 additional parking spaces have been added in the parking lot.  

In response to a question from Commissioner London, City Manager Good noted surplus police vehicles are being parked at Gulfstream to enhance safety.

Commissioner London asked about the status of receiving meetings from Advisory Boards and Committees and was advised procedures were in place for more timely distribution of same to the City Commission. 

In regard to approved heights for new buildings, the City Commission must specifically approve any building height which exceeds 200 feet.

Mayor Cooper noted the Broward League of Cities was performing an analysis of the impacts of the property tax legislation passed on January 29, 2008.  City Manager Good is requesting that the Broward League of Cities include the impact of last year’s cuts, as well, in the analysis for a more comprehensive picture. 
Mayor Cooper stated that net metering has now been put into place in Florida.  As the City moves to use solar and wind applications for energy production for municipal facilities, credits can be obtained from FP&L through the net metering program. 
Mayor Cooper discussed the outsourcing of maintaining landscaped medians and requested additional cost information.   City Manager Good stated staff is working on the information.  

Mayor Cooper noted receipt of the evaluation of Chief Magill and the Police Department and lauded the type and extent of programs being carried out.  

Mayor Cooper noted all of the ordinances regarding the various City pension plans should be reviewed to ensure they are updated and current. 
Mayor Cooper announced the Love and Jazz festival scheduled for February 16, 2008 on Hallandale Beach for the benefit of the Future Foundation. 

Mayor Cooper asked for the status of the Marine Advisory Committee’s Adopt a Shoreline Program and City Manager Good noted the program is about three months away from being fully implemented. 

Mayor Cooper thanked Claire Poole for the Treats for Soldiers Program.  Packets will be sent to Police Officer Casey and his battalion.  

Vice Mayor Julian announced the Pancake Breakfast fund raising event upcoming on February 10, 2008 and the moving of the historic Moffitt House also scheduled for February 10, 2008. 

Vice Mayor Julian discussed the National League of Cities Municipal Award Program and recommended that the City participate. 

City Manager Good discussed a meeting held with a group who want to volunteer their time to implement an affordable housing project within the City. This program would involve a partnership between the City and the Urban Land Institute (ULI). The idea is to put up “shell homes”.  The cost for the homes is $60.00 to $80.00 a sq. ft. so there is significant cost savings.  The town house style homes are high quality, are rated up to 200 mph and can be put up in 72 hours. There are opportunities for grants with this type of project. This program should be further researched for implementation community-wide to address both affordable and workhouse housing needs and for consistency with the City’s Master Plan. 

City Manager Good noted he had a matter to be discussed with the CRA Board of Directors.

Mayor Cooper recessed the City Commission meeting at 5:26 P.M. and announced the meeting of the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) Board of Directors would be called to order.

10. PLANNING AND SCHEDULING MEETING 
Mayor Cooper reconvened the meeting at 1:40 P.M.

City Manager Good noted that the ceilings over the breezeways and over the sally port at the Municipal Complex will be removed and will be replaced with a code compliant ceiling.  The ceilings installed at the time of initial construction of the Municipal Complex are no longer code compliant. 

The Schedule was discussed. 

NOTE:
COMMISSIONER LONDON’S COMMUNITY FORUM MEETINGS ARE TO BE INCLUDED ON THE DAILY SCHEDULE REVIEWED DURING THE PLANNING AND SCHEDULING MEETING
All food will be donated by Aventura Hospital for the fundraising breakfast on February 10, 2008. Dixie Highway will be closed due to the relocation of the Moffitt House. 

NOTE:
THE FINANCIAL LITERACY PROGRAM SCHEDULED AT THE HEPBURN CENTER FOR MARCH SHOULD BE HELD ON A SATURDAY AND INCLUDE FREE INCOME TAX PREPARATION ASSISTANCE

The dates, times and locations of the City Manager – City Commission Community Forums held in each quadrant of the City and at the Beach were discussed.  All Community Forums will begin at 7:00 P.M. and will be held during March and April, 2008.

Broward Days in Tallahassee is scheduled for April 22, 2008 and April 23, 2008.

City Manager Good discussed property valuation and resulting revenue issues pertaining to the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) and Broward County.  Over $4,000,000 is involved in the issue, with the City of Hallandale Beach and Broward County each responsible for about one half of this amount. 

The proposed impact of the property tax legislation on the CRA revenues was also discussed.  

The City Manager will be providing the City Commission with a comprehensive report on property tax legislation and other taxation matters.  The City budget planning for next fiscal year will be significantly impacted by tax legislation. 

Commissioner London asked about impact of the Statute of Limitations on reaching a settlement of the matter and was advised it may be a factor in the negotiations.

City Manager Good stated the City should move ahead to resolve this matter administratively, utilizing legal and other consultants in the best interest of the City. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO NEGOTIATIONS WITH BROWARD COUNTY TOWARD A RECOMMENDED SETTLEMENT OF THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY ISSUES.  The motion carried by a voice vote, 5/0.
NOTE:
THE CITY MANAGER MAY OBTAIN LEGAL AND OTHER REPRESENTATION, AS NEEDED, THAT IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE CITY 

City Manager Good requested authorization for $2,000,000 in City General Fund monies to the CRA Fund once negotiations are complete with Broward County.  If negotiations are not successfully concluded, City Manager Good requested authority to hire appropriate legal assistance.  An Executive Session would be held to further discuss the negotiations and any pending legal matters.  In accordance with Florida Statutes, a Conflict Resolution procedure may be instituted.

In response to a question from Commissioner London, City Attorney Jove discussed the Conflict Resolution procedure.

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO WORK TOWARD A RECOMMENDED SETTLEMENT OF THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA) ISSUES WITH BROWARD COUNTY AND OBTAIN LEGAL AND OTHER REPRESENTATION AS NEEDED IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE CRA.  The motion carried by a voice vote, 5/0.  

Mayor Cooper recessed the City Commission meeting at 2:54 P.M.

Following the Special Meeting of the CRA Board of Directors, Mayor Cooper reconvened the City Commission meeting at 5:32 P.M.

The City Commission considered motions pertaining to the CRA issues with Broward County.

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO WORK TOWARD RECOMMENDED SETTLEMENT OF THE CRA ISSUES WITH BROWARD COUNTY AND FURTHER, IF NEGOTIATIONS ARE NOT SUCCESSFUL, AUTHORIZE THE CITY ATTORNEY TO PURSUE LEGAL RECOURSE IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE CITY AND THE CRA, AND TRANSFER UP TO $2,000,000 IN CITY GENERAL FUND MONIES TO THE CRA TRUST FUND ONCE NEGOTIATIONS ARE COMPLETE WITH BROWARD COUNTY.  The motion carried by a voice vote, 5/0.
NOTE:
ABOVE AUTHORIZATION INCLUDES APPROVAL TO DEPOSIT THE SUPPLEMENTAL $175,000 BROWARD COUNTY CHECK FOR THE CRA FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007-2008 WITHOUT PREJUDICE, THAT IS, PROVIDED SUCH DEPOSIT DOES NOT SIGNIFY SETTLEMENT OF THE LEGAL ISSUES PERTAINING TO PREVIOUS YEAR VALUATIONS AND FUNDINGS.  CITY ATTORNEY MAY PURSUE INJUNCTION TO ENSURE CHECK DEPOSIT DOES NOT SIGNIFY SETTLEMENT.
In regard to relocation of the Moffitt House, City Manager Good re-stated that a portion of South Dixie Highway from S.W. 1st Street to S.W. 3rd Street would be closed from 9:00 A.M. to about 11:00 A.M. 

Commissioner London asked about the status of the parking issues on N.E. 14th Avenue.  City Manager Good stated an agreement is still being negotiated with RK Diplomat regarding parallel and no parking areas.   
Mayor Cooper adjourned the City Commission meeting at 5:36 P.M.
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