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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2008 AT 10:00 A.M.
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 10:19 A.M.
2. ROLL CALL

Mayor Cooper, Vice Mayor Julian, Commissioners London, Ross and Schiller, City Manager Good, City Attorney Jove, City Clerk  McGough – All Present

NOTE:

CITY ATTORNEY JOVE ARRIVED AT 10:11 AM. 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Torris Crump, Hallandale Elementary School Student Citizen of the month, led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4. PRESENTATIONS AND REPORTS

A. Presentation of Certificates to the Student Citizens of the Month

Torris Crump, Hallandale Elementary School Student Citizen of the Month was presented with a certificate.  

Sharon Scales, Hallandale Elementary School, advised tutoring is underway for 3rd through 5th grade students. She thanked the Hepburn Center for assistance in transporting students to the after school program. She noted the school and teachers are concerned about the effect of the tax reforms on continuing the School Resource Office (SRO) Program which is very beneficial to the school and students. 

Jenilee Gordon, Hallandale Adult Community Center Student Citizen of the Month was presented with a certificate.  

Rosanne Bagdasarian, Hallandale Adult Community Center, noted Jake Wilson and Shreka Wilson, students at the school, will be Grand Marshals for the Hallandale Beach Martin Luther King Jr. Parade.  She advised James (Jimmy) Morrow has been named the 2008 Broward County School Related Employee of the Year. 

Nadia Mola, Hallandale High School Student Citizen of the Month was presented with a certificate.  

Alex Bailey, Hallandale High School, Student Citizen of the Month was presented with a certificate.  

Mayor Cooper stated the Hallandale High School Football team had a successful season and requested the Football team attend an upcoming Commission Meeting to be recognized. 

NOTE:
HALLANDALE HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM TO BE RECOGNIZED AT UPCOMING COMMISSION MEETING. 

B. Discussion of Public Works Construction Projects

City Manager Good introduced Mr. William Brant as the new Director of Public Works/Utilities and Engineering. Mr. Brant discussed his background and how he is excited to be working for the City.  

City Manager Good introduced Jamshid “Jay” Sajadi as the Assistant City Engineer. Dr. Sajadi discussed his background and advised he is looking forward to working with the City. 

Mayor Cooper commended Mr. King for his hard work and dedication as Acting Director and noted that all members of the team are important.

Earl King, Assistant Director, Public Works, Utilities and Engineering, presented report. 

Commissioner London asked about the capacity at the water treatment plant and what the City’s draw rate is from Broward County and City wells. City Manager Good advised the lime softening (old) water treatment plan has a capacity of 10 million gallons a day.  The draw (supply) rate from Broward County wells is 6.2 million gallons a day and from City wells 3.5 million gallons a day for a total of 9.7 million gallons a day.  However, following treatment, the actual water production available from City wells is 3.0 million gallons a day and 5.3 million gallons a day from Broward County for a total of 8.3 million gallons a day. Commissioner London asked what the City has already committed in capacity and what is available. City Manager Good advised the current, actual maximum water usage is 6.8 million gallons a day leaving approximately 1.5 million gallons a day in future capacity. He noted approximately 15% of the water is lost during the treatment process.   
Vice Mayor Julian asked if the new membrane water treatment plant has the capability to draw water from the Floridan Aquifer. City Manager Good advised the new membrane water treatment plant has been designed to process water from the Floridan Aquifer.  In the past, the City had a test well in proximity to the water treatment plant to draw from the Floridan Aquifer but this well is not currently active.  The City wells currently draw from the Biscayne Aquifer. 

City Manager Good noted the dedication of the new water treatment plant will be sometime in the middle to the end of February. 
Mayor Cooper asked about the 16” water main project on Golden Isles Drive and when there would be a community forum. City Manager Good advised once the main is completed Community Meetings will be scheduled. 
Mayor Cooper stated the City needs to have control over the street lights and traffic signal synchronization on Hallandale Beach Blvd.  

NOTE:
STAFF TO REVIEW ROADWAY AND RIGHT-OF-WAY RESPONSIBILITIES ALONG STATE ROADWAYS AND DETERMINE WHICH PORTIONS OF SAME ARE CONTROLLED BY THE STATE AND THE CITY, PERFORM AN ANALYSIS OF COSTS FOR ASSUMING THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND REVIEW THE PROCEDURES USED FOR ROADWAY LIGHTING AND TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYNCHRONIZATION (OR LACK THEREOF).   INFORMATION AND MAPS TO BE BROUGHT BACK TO THE COMMISSION











Mayor Cooper asked about the improvements by FDOT on West Hallandale Beach Boulevard and asked to schedule a meeting to advise the public of the project since it has been so long since the process started. Commissioner London asked if the construction work would be done at night.  City Manager Good advised a Community Meeting would be scheduled for March. 

NOTE:
COMMUNITY MEETING TO BE SCHEDULED IN MARCH REGARDING FDOT PROJECT ON WEST HALLANDALE BEACH BOULEVARD  

Mayor Cooper asked about the construction of the Three Islands Guard House and requested a town hall forum be held before construction of the guard house begins. City Manager Good noted the City has had several meeting with the Three Islands Council and they have approved the design of the Guard House. He noted there is no issue with having a town hall meeting to show the plans; however, the plans have been approved by the Council and there should not be any delays in the project. 
Mayor Cooper commented about the safety issues and fence associated with the European Club project. City Manager Good advised notices were sent and the issues are to be addressed including removal of the fence. 
Commissioner London asked about the property across the street from the European Club. City Manager Good advised the developer has a deadline to take certain actions and a letter has been sent about trash and debris. 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (to be heard at 10:15 A.M.)

John Pozzi, 126 SE 3rd Street, advised he sent a petition about eight months ago for traffic calming on SE 3rd Street between Dixie Highway and Federal Highway.  Mayor Cooper stated the street is part of a “traffic ways study”.  City Manager Good advised there have been several discussions to calm the traffic as well as a review of utilizing another road for exiting Gulfstream traffic. He advised there will a public meeting on the traffic master plan and the plan is expected to be completed in the next 30 days. 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS (to be heard at 10:30 A.M.)

A. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Rezoning from RS-6. Residential Single Family District, to B-G, Business General District, Lot 19 Less the North 10 Feet and Lot 20, Block 30 of the "Town of Hallandale Plat" on Land Commonly Known as 137 SW 1 Avenue
Richard Shan, applicant, waived the quasi-judicial process.  

Richard Cannone, Director, Development Services, noted the project applications were approved at the December 19, 2007 Commission meeting and this item is the re-zoning ordinance for second reading. 

Mr. Shan spoke about the move of the Moffitt House from Dixie Highway to the Curci Property on February 10, 2008.  Mayor Cooper is hosting a pancake breakfast that morning to support the programs of the local Rotary Club.

Mayor Cooper opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing no speakers the Public Hearing was closed.

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO  APPROVE ON SECOND AND FINAL READING AN ORDINANCE Rezoning from RS-6 Residential Single Family District, to B-G, Business General District, Lot 19 Less the North 10 Feet and Lot 20, Block 30 of the "Town of Hallandale Plat" on Land Commonly Known as 137 SW 1 Avenue.  The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:

AYES: 
Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice-Mayor Julian; Mayor

         Cooper                                       

NAYS: 
None. 

7.   CITY BUSINESS

A.
Consideration of Approval of Submission of a Gang Resistance Education and Training (G.R.E.A.T.) Grant Application to the United States Department of Justice. 
Vice Mayor Julian spoke in support on the Grant Application. Commissioner Ross concurred.  City Manager Good noted this grant is targeted at Gulfstream Middle School.
Commissioner London asked about existing programs and in-kind match. Police Chief Magill noted the City currently provides four Student Resource Officers, city-wide, and advised the City is currently reimbursed $12,500 for each officer.  The City pays the remainder of the cost for the officer.  Mayor Cooper noted the Broward League of Cities is working with the School Board to increase the amount of reimbursement for Student Resource Officers.  A survey by the Broward League of Cities revealed that the cost of Student Resource Officers is equally shared by many school boards and cities.

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPROVE THE GANG RESISTANCE EDUCATION AND TRAINING (G.R.E.A.T.) GRANT APPLICATION, AS WELL AS AUTHORIZE THE LOCAL IN-KIND MATCH AND AUTHORIZE THE APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS TO SIGN ON BEHALF OF THE CITY.  The motion carried by a voice vote, 5/0. 

Chief Magill introduced new DARE (Drug Awareness Resistance Education) Officer Chris Taylor.  Mr. Taylor advised he is on the DARE Board for the State.  

B. Discussion of Amending Charter Section 3.08(1) Eliminating the One Year Waiting Requirement Regarding Employment for Former Commissioners 

Commissioner Schiller stated the reason for the item and Vice Mayor Julian concurred with Commissioner Schiller. He stated there is a lot of talent on the Commission and does not see an issue with removing the one year waiting period for employment, particularly because the matter will be submitted to the electorate for a vote. Commissioner Ross concurred. 

Mayor Cooper advised she is apprehensive about doing this and noted the removal of the provision is not a guarantee of employment. 

Commissioner London commented that Section 9.01 of the Charter indicates the Commission can amend the Charter by Ordinance since the subject amendment does not require approval by referendum. City Attorney Jove commented that his review of case law and Attorney General Opinion indicates this proposed Charter amendment must be subject to a referendum vote. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO DIRECT STAFF TO PREPARE AN ORDINANCE Proposing to the Electors an Amendment to the City Charter eliminating the One Year Post Employment Restriction WHICH Provides that no Former Commissioner shall Hold any Compensated Office or Employment Until One (1) Year After the Expiration of the Term for Which he was Elected to the Commission AND Placing the Question on the Ballot on November 4, 2008. The motion carried by a voice vote, 3/2 (Commissioner London and Mayor Cooper voted no). 

Commissioner London noted he voted no because he wanted to review additional research on other Cities’ requirements. 

Mayor Cooper expressed a concern about staff doing research of more than 15 minutes on individual Commissioner agenda items without consensus from the Commission, as a body, that the research should be done. She recommended that the Protocol Manual include this restriction.  Commissioner London stated his opposition to this restriction noting research is necessary for certain items and 15 minutes may not be sufficient time to complete the research.  City Manager Good stated when a Commissioner requests an item to be placed on the agenda; the item is placed on the agenda.  If the Commission takes action on the item and directs staff to move forward, then staff does research and completes required actions. 

C. Discussion of the Composition of Police Fire Pension Board
Commissioner London noted he placed this item on the agenda as a result of his attendance at a Florida Department of Management Services Conference.  He stated a Commissioner serving on the Police and Fire Pension Board appears to be a conflict of interest.  As a Commissioner, there is a conflict with fiduciary responsibility to the City and fiduciary responsibility as a member of the Pension Board. He stated out of 220 pension boards in the State, only six have a mayor serving which is less than 5%. 

Mayor Cooper advised this item has come up before and requested that City Attorney Jove provide an opinion. City Attorney Jove advised serving on the Police and Fire Pension Board is legal and provided for in the Charter.  Changes to the composition of the Board do not require a Charter change.

Vice Mayor Julian noted legal staff has stated it is not illegal and he does not support changing the membership on the Pension Board. 

Commissioner Ross stated she has acted professionally and in the best interest of the pension.  

Mayor Cooper noted membership on this board is a volunteer commitment and stated it is fair and equitable for a commissioner to serve on the Board.  City Commissioners are uniquely qualified to ensure the pension plan is fiscally sound and successful for the beneficiaries.

In order to expedite the meeting, Mayor Cooper asked for one employee from the Fire Department and one employee from the Police Department to address the composition of the board. 

James Bunce, Fire Fighter, stated he is acting as the Fire Union Representative and this item was not brought forward by Fire or Police but by Commissioner London. He expressed a concern about dual office holding. He stated it may be necessary to change the Code or the Charter to make it legal for members of the City Commission to sit on the Pension Board. 

City Attorney Jove re-stated it is not a violation of the City Charter and it is not illegal for a Commissioner to sit on the Police and Fire Pension Board. 

City Manager Good stated if the matter is looked at logically, it makes sense for Commissioners to serve on the Board because they have a fiduciary responsibility to ensure the investments are successful. He noted an ordinance clarifying the authority of the Commission to sit on the Police and Fire Pension Board as drafted by the City Attorney would be appropriate.  He noted Dania Beach, Miramar, Parkland and Tamarac all have members of the Commission on pension boards. He also noted City Commissioners sit on various boards throughout the County and it is not considered dual office holding. 

Officer Alex Vera, representative of the Police Union, stated he was opposed to City Commissioners serving on the Police and Fire Pension Board as it was a conflict of interest.

Mayor Cooper asked if there is any action the City Commission should take. City Attorney Jove stated an ordinance clarifying a City Commissioner’s ability to serve on the Police and Fire Pension Board would resolve the issue.   

Vice Mayor Julian advised he wants to discuss the matter further and no action should be taken today. He made a motion to defer this item.  The motion died for lack of a second. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO DIRECT STAFF TO DRAFT AN ORDINANCE  TO CLARIFY THE AUTHORITY OF CITY COMMISSIONERS TO SIT ON THE POLICE AND FIRE PENSION BOARD AND BRING BACK FOR THE JANUARY 22, 2008 COMMISSION MEETING FOR FIRST READING.  The motion carried by a voice vote 3/2 (Commissioner London and Ross voted no). 

Commissioner London noted he voted no because he placed this item on the agenda for  discussion and does not support a change to the ordinance. Mayor Cooper noted no changes were made today as staff was directed to draft an ordinance amendment and bring back for first reading at the January 22, 2008 Commission Meeting. 

Mayor Cooper recessed the meeting at 12:57 P.M.

Mayor Cooper reconvened the meeting in the City Commission Chambers at 2:38 P.M. 

D. Discussion of Requiring Security Cameras 
Vice Mayor Julian noted the significant role cameras have played in crime enforcement and public safety.  Mayor Cooper noted she would want to review the number of businesses potentially required to have security cameras under the proposed ordinance and the estimated costs but is in support of the item.

Commissioner Schiller noted the City should not force businesses to install cameras but the City may be able to coordinate a bulk purchase of cameras for cost savings.  

City Manager Good spoke in support of requiring cameras for certain businesses within the City based on criminal statistics and recommendations from the Police Department. He used Millennium Ballroom as an example of where cameras are needed because of recent crimes at the business. He stated there will be an appeal process through the City Manager and then the Commission. 

MOTION  BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO DIRECT STAFF TO PREPARE AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING SECURITY CAMERAS AT CERTAIN BUSINESSES WITHIN THE CITY AND BRING BACK FOR FIRST READING WHEN READY.  The motion carried by a voice vote, 4/1 (Commissioner London voted no). 

E. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Supporting Senate Bill SB816 Proposed by Florida Senator Mike Bennett; Creating an Act Relating to Uniform Traffic Control; Creating the "Mark Wandall Traffic Safety Act" 
Mayor Cooper advised the following resolutions were discussed during a Special Meeting on December 18, 2007 regarding legislative issues. 

Frank Hileman, Intergovernmental Relations Manager, stated this bill provides for red light camera enforcement.  He noted the City should support this bill. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING SENATE BILL SB816 PROPOSED BY FLORIDA SENATOR MIKE BENNETT CREATING THE “MARK WANDALL TRAFFIC SAFETY ACT”.   The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows: 
NAYES:
Commissioner Schiller; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper 


NAYS:
Commissioners London and Ross 
F. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Supporting a Complete Review and Analysis of the Proposals before the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission Pertaining to Florida Sales and Use Tax Provisions to Remove Exclusions and Exceptions for Purposes of Providing Revenues for Schools in Florida
Frank Hileman stated there are 28 proposals before the Taxation and Budget Reform Committee.  He recommended the City support this resolution. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION Supporting a Complete Review and Analysis of the Proposals before the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission Pertaining to Florida Sales and Use Tax Provisions to Remove Exclusions and Exceptions for Purposes of Providing Revenues for Schools in Florida.  The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:

AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper 

NAYS:
None
G. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Supporting Legislative Approval of a Tribal Gaming Compact, as Opposed to Unilateral Execution of the Current Compact by Governor Charlie Crist. 
City Manager Good stated The Department of Interior has placed the Compact in the Federal Register and at this time the Seminole Indians have the ability to go full gaming. He suggested taking no action and bring back when ready following further legal analysis. 

No action was taken by the Commission on this item. 

H. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Supporting Senate Bill 84 Expanding the Number of Grants a Local Government May Apply for to Acquire Land for Outdoor Recreation Activities, and to Further Support Legislation to Expand the Number of Grants Overseen by the Department of Community Affairs that a City May Apply For

Mr. Hileman provided background and recommended supporting the resolution. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING SENATE BILL 84 EXPANDING THE NUMBER OF GRANTS A LOCAL GOVERNMENT MAY APPLY FOR TO ACQUIRE LAND FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION ACTIVITIES AND TO FURTHER SUPPORT LEGISLATION TO EXPAND THE NUMBER OF GRANTS OVERSEEN BY THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS THAT A CITY MAY APPLY FOR.  The motion carried by roll a call vote as follows:

Ayes:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper


Nays:
None

I. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Opposing Senate Bill 392 Requiring Local Governments to Report on a Quarterly Basis to the Department of State Contract Expenditures Over Five Thousand Dollars 
City Manager Good stated this bill is over reaching and would be an unnecessary administrative burden.  He stated the City performs an audit annually and adheres to the guidelines as provided by the State.  He recommended the Commission oppose Senate Bill 392.  

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION OPPOSING SENATE BILL 392 REQUIRING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO REPORT ON A QUARTERLY BASIS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE CONTRACT EXPENDITURES OVER FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS.  The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:
Ayes:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper


Nays:
None

J. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Opposing the Additional Requirements for Building Inspector Qualifications in Broward County and Requesting the Florida Legislature to Pass Legislation Creating Uniform Requirements for State Licensed Building Inspectors throughout the State without Restrictions 
City Manager Good stated there are additional Broward County requirements for building inspectors which results in difficulties in hiring qualified building inspectors and necessitates paying inspectors at a higher rate of pay.  These requirements are not mandated by the Florida Building Code.  The State is urged to achieve State-wide consistency.  

Commissioner London noted Broward County is a Charter County and this proposed change is a challenge to the County’s Home Rule Authority.  Accordingly, he does not support the resolution.

MOTION by vice mayor julian, seconded by commissioner schiller TO ADOPT a RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE Additional Requirements for Building Inspector Qualifications in Broward County and Requesting the Florida Legislature to Pass Legislation Creating Uniform Requirements for State Licensed Building Inspectors Throughout the State Without Restrictions. The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:
Ayes:
Commissioners Ross and Schiller; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper


Nays:
Commission London

Mayor Cooper requested staff make a presentation before the Broward League of Cities regarding the additional requirements for Building Inspector Qualifications in Broward County.   

K. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Urging the Florida Legislature to Consider Legislation Authorizing Local Review Authority in the Determination of Municipal Population by For Use by the Department of Revenue by Authorizing Local Governments to Analyze, Verify and Submit Corrective Data to Ensure the Calculation of Local Population is an Accurate and Complete Accounting
Mr. Hileman stated this resolution requests local review authority in determining municipal population by authorizing Local Governments to analyze, verify and submit corrective data to the Department of Revenue to ensure the calculation of local population is accurate and complete. 

Mayor Cooper discussed the issue of natural disasters and the sudden influx of residents into a City due to a natural disaster and requested language regarding this influx be included in the Resolution.  

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO AMEND THE RESOLUTION TO ADD LANGUAGE THAT THE INFLUX OF RESIDENTS INTO A CITY RESULTING FROM A NATURAL DISASTER SHALL ENABLE A CITY TO AMEND ITS LOCAL POPULATION.  The motion carried by a voice vote, 5/0. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION, AS AMENDED, Urging the Florida Legislature to Consider Legislation Authorizing Local Review Authority in the Determination of Municipal Population For Use by the Department of Revenue by Authorizing Local Governments to Analyze, Verify and Submit Corrective Data to Ensure the Calculation of Local Population is an Accurate and Complete Accounting.  The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:
AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper


Nays:
None

L. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Urging the United States Congress to Consider Legislation Authorizing Local Review Authority in the Determination of Municipal Population for the United States Census
MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO AMEND THE RESOLUTION TO ADD LANGUAGE THAT THE INFLUX OF RESIDENTS INTO A CITY RESULTING FROM A NATURAL DISASTER SHALL ENABLE A CITY TO AMEND ITS LOCAL POPULATION.  The motion carried by a voice vote 5/0. 
MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION, AS AMENDED, Urging the United States Congress to Consider Legislation Authorizing Local Review Authority in the Determination of Municipal Population for the United States Census.  The motion was carried by roll call vote as follows:

Ayes:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper


Nays:
None
M. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Supporting House Bill 27 Proposed by Florida Representative Donald Davis Increasing the Percentage of Foreign Investments for the Firefighter's Pension Trust Fund.
Mr. Hileman recommended the Commission support this item.   
MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT HOUSE BILL 27; TO INCREASE THE PERCENTAGE OF FOREIGN INVESTMENTS FOR THE FIREFIGHTER’S PENSION TRUST FUND.  The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:

AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper


NAYS:
None 

City Manager Good noted in addition to the above resolutions, at the December 18, 2007 Special Meeting the City Commission directed staff to draft additional resolutions. An explanation why the other resolutions could not be prepared is as follows:

A resolution was requested opposing Committee Member Lacasa’s proposals regarding the elimination of the School Board portion of the property taxes and replacing same with an increased sales tax. He stated Committee Member Lacasa outlined his proposal and it was reported in the media, however, the proposal was not submitted to the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission until January 8, 2008. He advised the analysis has not been done on the proposal and recommended the item be deferred until analysis is done. 

The City Commission took no action on this item and directed the item be brought back when ready.  

Mr. Hileman discussed opposing two local bills.  The first involves establishing a Special Fire Tax District and the second creates an oversight Commission to review all Special Districts in Broward County.  Mr. Hileman advised the Special Fire Tax District was passed by the local legislative delegation and recommended the Commission oppose this local bill. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER ROSS, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION OF CREATING A SPECIAL FIRE TAX DISTRICT AND TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN.  The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:
AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper

NAYS:
None

Mr. Hileman advised the creating of a Commission to review all Special Districts in Broward County was not supported by the local delegation and the bill will not be moving forward. 

Mr. Hileman advised bills regarding Preemption of State and Local Laws over Collective Bargaining are not moving at this time and will bring back a resolution if the federal bills move forward.   

Mayor Cooper suggested adopting a resolution in opposition to restrictions on Collective Bargaining so the intent of the Commission can be documented, as necessary. City Manager Good suggested authorizing the Mayor to sign a resolution in opposition to restrictions on Collective Bargaining and then draft the resolution if there is movement on the bill. 

Commissioner London spoke in opposition of authorizing a resolution for the Mayor to sign that has not been presented to the Commission. City Manager Good noted the Commission has provided clear direction regarding opposition to restrictions on Collective Bargaining and the resolution would provide that information. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO DIRECT STAFF TO PREPARE A RESOLUTION AS NEEDED IN OPPOSITION TO RESTRICTIONS ON COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN.  The motion carried by a voice vote, 5/0.  

NOTE:
COMMISSION TO RECEIVE COPY OF BILL AND RESOLUTION IF RESOLUTION IS SUBMITTED

N. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Urging the Broward County Charter Review Commission to Support the Recommendations from the Broward League of Cities Board of Directors Pertaining to Changes in the Composition of the Broward County Planning Council 
Mayor Cooper stated this change would resolve the municipalities’ issues with appointments to the Broward County Planning Council. 

Commissioner London spoke in opposition of this item because he does not believe more appointments to the Planning Council would be better and the City should not be dictating to the County Commission who should and should not be on the Broward County Planning Council. 

City Manager Good recommended approval. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION Urging the Broward County Charter Review Commission to Support the Recommendations from the Broward League of Cities Board of Directors Pertaining to Changes in the Composition of the Broward County Planning Council. The motion carried by a roll call vote as follows:

AYES:
Commissioners Ross and Schiller; Vice Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper

NAYS:
Commissioner London 

8.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Mayor Cooper discussed the Property Tax Reform Community Meeting held on January 7, 2008.  City Manager Good noted the meeting was very informative. 
Mayor Cooper noted the City Wide Master Plan meeting on January 5, 2008, was successful. 

Commissioner Ross noted she was in attendance at the Town Hall Meeting hosted by Senator Geller and Representative Gibbons on January 2, 2008 and there were few attendees.

Commissioner London noted he participated as an observer for an entire 24-hour shift of the Fire/Rescue Department as one of his scheduled “Commissioner Work Days”.  He was impressed with the professionalism, training, caring and dedication of the firefighters/paramedics.  A copy of his report is filed with the City Clerk. 
9.
OTHER

Commissioner London discussed appointing Michael Butler to the Planning & Zoning Board.  He distributed reference letters from residents regarding his appointment and noted Mr. Butler was available to answer any questions. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER LONDON, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO APPOINT MICHAEL BUTLER TO THE PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD AS COMMISSIONER LONDON’S APPOINTMENT.  The motion carried by a voice vote, 5/0. 
Commissioner London noted there were safety concerns with the removal of bumper stops from the parking areas at the Diplomat Mall.  City Manager Good stated he would be meeting with Arnold Shevlin to discuss. 

Commissioner London asked about the status of the trash transfer station. Mayor Cooper noted there will be an executive session on the trash transfer station.  
City Attorney Jove requested an executive session be called for the case regarding Reuters/Waste Management. 
Commissioner London noted he will be holding his Commissioner Workshop on January 15, 2008 from 6-8 p.m. in Room 192, adjacent to the Commission Chambers.

Commissioner London noted there is trash in the canal on the south side of Golden Isles Drive.  City Manager Good advised the trash would be removed.  
Commissioner London asked about minutes for Board and Committee meetings. City Manager Good advised he has directed staff to get the minutes and they will be provided to the Commission.  
Mayor Cooper stated the State Department of Community Affairs has approved the City’s Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan related to the implementation of school concurrency requirements.  She expressed concerns about the capacity percentages contained in the Educational Element. 
Mayor Cooper stated the Broward League of Cities has finalized its legislative package and it will be distributed to the City Commission. 
Mayor Cooper asked about installing temporary (portable) speeds bumps on S.E. 3rd Street during racing season at Gulfstream Park. City Manager Good advised the speed bumps can be put out for 72 hours based on traffic conditions and the matter will be researched.  He noted S.E. 3rd Street is a direct route to Dixie Highway and a balanced approach is recommended. 

Commissioner Schiller requested that the need for a speed bump on Diplomat Parkway be researched.  
NOTE:

STAFF TO REVIEW THE HEIGHT OF SPEED BUMPS

Mayor Cooper stated she has received many questions about installation of generators in multi-family buildings and residents are concerned about the cost. 

NOTE:
BUILDING DIVISION TO REVIEW/ANALYZE COSTS FOR GENERATORS AS REQUIRED BY THE CITY ORDINANCE AND STATE STATUTES

City Manager Good advised a workshop is being set up to discuss generators. 

Commissioner London discussed fire sprinkler requirements and requested that it be part of the workshop. 

NOTE:
ISSUES ASSOCIATED WITH EMERGENCY PLANS AND STATE AND LOCAL REQUIREMENTS REGARDING GENERATORS, FIRE SPRINKLERS AND ASSOCIATED ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED IN A COMMISSION WORKSHOP SPECIAL MEETING

10.
PLANNING AND SCHEDULING MEETING 

Mayor Cooper reconvened the Meeting in Room 257 at 1:29 P.M.

Mayor Cooper noted better communication with Gulfstream regarding community events is needed. City Manager Good advised he is having a meeting with Gulfstream to discuss this and other issues. 

Mayor Cooper discussed concerns with the information sign developers are required to post when advertising community meetings to discuss proposed projects. The sign should include in bold letters that the meeting is for the purpose of a developer presentation and the proposed project has not been reviewed nor approved by the City Commission.  

NOTE:
ABOVE SIGN INFORMATIONAL REQUIREMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN AN ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY

Commissioner London commented he wants copies of the information provided at these meetings.  City Manager Good noted these are not public meetings held by the City. City Attorney Jove advised the information can be requested but the developer is not obliged to provide it.  

Mayor Cooper suggested changing the name of the meeting to Developer Presentation to the Public. Commissioner London suggested making it a Public Meeting.  Since the Commission needs to act as a body regarding a proposed project, it is not appropriate for members of the Commission to make comments at the developer presentations.

Mayor Cooper noted the developer should be charged for use of City facilities for the meetings. Vice Mayor Julian concurred. 

City Manager Good stated staff will make a disclosure prior to the beginning of the meeting stating the City Commission has not reviewed or approved the project and this is a presentation by the developer to the public. 

The Commission reached consensus that the meeting is not a public meeting put on by the City, the name will be changed to Developer’s Presentation to the Public, and the developer will pay for the use of City facilities as the site for the presentations. 

City Manager Good advised an administrative policy will be written addressing developer presentation meetings. 

NOTE:

STAFF INCLUDING A DISCLOSURE IN DEVELOPER PRESENTATION 

MATERIALS REGARDING STATUS OF CITY REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PROJECT TO BE INCORPORATED INTO THE ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY

NOTE:
A LINK TO THE FUTURE FOUNDATION IS TO BE ON THE CITY WEBSITE

NOTE:
THE VICE MAYOR’S INITIATIVE REGARDING DONATION OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT TO VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES MEETING IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA   

Mayor Cooper noted on January 16, 2008 there will be a Three Islands Community Meeting regarding the Guard House. 
City Manager Good updated the Commission on the Federal Lobbying agreement with Larry Smith.  Payment for services will be on a case by case basis as determined beneficial to the City. 
NOTE:
THE CHAIR OF THE GOLDEN ISLES SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD DISTRICT HAS BEEN ADVISED THE CITY WILL FUND LAYNE BOULEVARD MEDIAN IMPROVEMENTS, IN GENERAL, AS THE BOULEVARD IS A CITY ROADWAY  

Commissioner London discussed moving the Layne Blvd. road crossing for better access to Golden Isles Park.  Limiting pedestrians to one side of Layne Blvd. and placing a 4 way stop sign on Layne Blvd. and Blue Heron Drive would increase safety.  City Manager Good noted that Type F curbing will be installed as well as additional landscaping.  This will be discussed at the Golden Isles Safe Neighborhood District meeting. 
City Attorney Jove updated the Commission on the status of a settlement in regard to the Mitchell versus the City case and advised a settlement for $47,500 has been negotiated.  He recommended that the Commission authorize the settlement. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO APPROVE A SETTLEMENT AMOUNT OF $47,500 IN THE MITCHELL VERSUS THE CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH CASE. The motion carried by a voice vote, 5/0. 
Mayor Cooper recessed the meeting at 2:14 P.M. 

Mayor Cooper adjourned the meeting at 4:43 P.M. 





RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,




_______________________                            





               Mayor

ATTEST:
________________________                        

              City Clerk

RECORDING SECRETARY:

Shari Canada
APPROVED BY COMMISSION:
________________________
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