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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2007 AT 10:00 AM
1.   CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 10:13 A.M.

2.   ROLL CALL

Mayor Cooper, Vice Mayor Julian, Commissioners London, Ross and Schiller, City Attorney Jove and City Clerk McGough – All present

NOTE:

CITY MANAGER GOOD ARRIVED AT 10:53 A.M.

3.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Santerria Bennett, Hallandale Elementary School, led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Crystal Thomas, Gulfstream Middle School, sang the National Anthem.  

A Cantor from the Chabad of South Broward in Hallandale Beach sang “God Bless America” and a Hanukkah song.

4.
PRESENTATIONS AND REPORTS

A. Presentation of Certificates to the Student Citizens of the Month

Santerria Bennett was recognized as the Student Citizen of the Month from Hallandale Elementary School.  

Crystal Thomas was recognized as the Student Citizen of the Month from Gulfstream Middle School.  

Blanca Martinez was recognized as the Student Citizen of the Month from Hallandale Adult Community Center.  

Rosanne Bagdasarian, Hallandale Adult Community Center, noted that Jimmy Morrow was one of 12 finalists for School Board Employee of the Year. 

NOTE:
MR. MORROW TO BE PLACED ON A FUTURE CITY COMMISSION AGENDA FOR FURTHER RECOGNITION

Principal Patterson, Gulfstream Middle School, noted enrollment is growing over projection.  The school’s Boys Soccer Team were the Division Champions.  She thanked Vice Mayor Julian for his leadership in the feeding of 50 families at Thanksgiving.  

Vice Mayor Julian advised the grand opening of the new Office Depot store on West Hallandale Beach Blvd. will be held on December 6, 2007.  The store donated $500 and 25 backpacks to Gulfstream Middle School.  

Mayor Cooper noted the Broward School Board had provided a written response regarding establishing a Kindergarten – 8th grade campus (adjacent facilities) in Hallandale Beach.  The response noted a study was not needed and this response is unacceptable to the City.  The City will need to take further action to address the issue.  

In response to a question about the status of the athletic fields at the elementary school/adult center, Assistant City Manager Nydia Rafols advised construction is anticipated to begin at the beginning of the year. 
Sharon Scales, Hallandale Elementary School, noted the ongoing support of the City as 200 students receive tutoring at the Hepburn Center after school and the City provides transportation and the tutoring.  The Student Council is doing a food drive and the food will be donated on December 19, 2007 to the Hallandale Food Pantry. 

Mary Delborrello, Hallandale Elementary School, noted the school was hosting on January 26, 2008 the first ever robotics competition for students aged 9 to 11 years.  The name of the schools robotics team is the robocolts.  Entrants will compete for the State Competition to be held on February 17, 2008.  She further advised the school received a poster from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) signed by astronauts at the International Space Station.  The students participating in this program are now attending Gulfstream Middle School.  Students are also implementing an “Environmental Challenge Program” whereby bins are placed in the City for collection of sneakers for recycling.  NIKE and Discovery Kids are sponsoring the program.  

NOTE:

CITY TO PARTNER WITH HALLANDALE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE “ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGE PROGRAM” 
Further, the donation of $1,000 from the Future Foundation was acknowledged.

B. Recognition of Promotion of Aaron Henderson from Firefighter/Paramedic to Lieutenant

This item was deferred.

C. Discussion of Public Works Construction Projects

Earl King, Acting Director, Public Works/Utilities/Engineering made the presentation. 

NOTE:

CITY MANAGER GOOD ARRIVED AT 10:53 A.M.

Mr. King discussed the status of the new water main on Golden Isles Drive and that connection of the service lines from individual condos to the new main is anticipated in January and February, 2008.  

NOTE:

STAFF TO DISCUSS LATERAL CONNECTIONS WITH EACH CONDO

City Manager Good advised information will be distributed and meetings will be scheduled with each building along Golden Isles Drive. 

Mayor Cooper stated it is critical to have each condo involved and that how the final improvement will look including parking and landscaping should also be included in the discussions with each condo.

Mayor Cooper noted she is requesting a community meeting with residents of the Three Islands Safe Neighborhood District regarding concerns entering the District and the use of transponders. The City Commission would be meeting as the District Board of Directors. City Manager Good noted the Three Islands Council have approved the guardhouse design and use of transponders and the community meeting would be an opportunity for residents to see the plans approved for implementation.  Commissioner London stated he agrees with the Mayor regarding holding a community meeting. 

Commissioner London stated he had received phone calls about the law firm of Becker and Poliakoff representing residents of Harbor Islands in Hollywood.  The Hollywood residents are requesting that transponders be provided to them free of charge so they may enter the Three Islands Safe Neighborhood District through resident rather than visitor lanes.  City Manager Good noted he had received this request from Becker and Poliakoff.  No lawsuit has been filed in regard to this matter.  Commissioner London asked for a copy of any written documents regarding this matter.  Mayor Cooper noted that no one is being denied access to the safe neighborhood district.

Mayor Cooper noted FP&L is placing new wooden utility poles in the Golden Isles area and concrete poles are desired.  City Manager Good noted there will be a meeting with FP&L regarding this issue.  
Commissioner London stated an unsafe condition exists in the construction area on State Road A1A whereby there is a 12 inch separation in the metal plates on the roadway.  This item requires immediate attention.  
5.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (to be heard at 10:15 A.M.)

Chaive Mesmer, 717 N.E. First Street, commented on last night’s meeting regarding the proposed Waste Transfer Station and that she supports the Station. 

Mayor Cooper stated the community needs to have more knowledge and a greater understanding about the station and a field trip for all interested persons to a similar facility needs to be scheduled before the item comes to the City Commission for consideration.

Tony Spadacia, Waste Management, stated he will arrange for a field trip to a similar station. 

NOTE:
TOUR AND DISCUSSION OF THE WASTE TRANSFER STATION TO BE VIDEO-TAPED FOR BENEFIT OF THOSE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE TOUR. VIDEO-TAPE TO INCLUDE DEMOSTRATION OF PROCEDURES ASSOCIATED WITH THE OPERATION OF THE STATION 

Following further discussion, the Commission concurred to defer action on the item pending the tour.

City Manager Good noted he would inform the Commission regarding the time and date for the tour. 

6.
PUBLIC HEARINGS (to be heard at 10:30 A.M.)

A.
A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Approving the
 
Submission of Community Development Projects for 34th Year (Fiscal Year
 
2008-2009) Community Development Block Grant Funding. 

City Manager Good discussed the two projects being requested and noted that discussions on the national level are continuing about possible cuts in funding for the program.

Mayor Cooper opened the Public Hearing.  As there were no speakers, the Public Hearing was closed.

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER,
 SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION AND TO AUTHORIZE THE APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS TO EXECUTE THE RESOLUTION.  The motion carried by roll call vote as follows:
AYES: Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice-Mayor Julian; Mayor

            Cooper                                       

NAYS: None. 

B.
An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending the Comprehensive Plan by Adding a Public School Facility Element; By Amending the Intergovernmental Coordination Element to Coordinate the Implementation of School Concurrency; by Amending the Capital Improvements Element to Implement School Concurrency; Providing for the Transmission of the City's Public School Concurrency Comprehensive Plan Amendments Pursuant to Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, as Amended, Providing for Conflict; Providing for Severability; Providing an Effective Date. 

Mayor Cooper noted she had an understanding of this item as Chair of the Broward League of Cities and since she serves on the Broward School Board’s Oversight Committee.  She acknowledged the work of Jennifer Frastai, City Manager Administrator, regarding presenting information on this item.

City Manager Good noted this item is the result of a long and complicated process and requested that Jennifer Frastai discuss the Ordinance. 

Jennifer Frastai noted that the Inter-Local Agreement regarding school concurrency between the Broward School Board and the City was previously presented to the Commission in April, 2007 before submittal to the Florida Department of Community Affairs.   The current law (Senate Bill 360) strengthens requirements to ensure that adequate public school capacity is available before local governments approve new residential development.  When a new development is proposed, the City, School Board and Broward County will work together to ensure there is capacity for the students generated by the proposed development.  The City will provide the information to the School Board for review as to adequate capacity. The Inter-Local Agreement contains mitigation options should lack of capacity be determined.  

Of particular interest to the City Commission was incorporation of the Urban School Element.  This has been incorporated into School Board policy and is to be incorporated into the amended Inter-Local Agreement upon Second Reading of the Ordinance. It was further noted that Hallandale Elementary School is the only public school in Hallandale Beach which is currently overcrowded.

Commissioner London asked if the City’s Comprehensive Plan could have been amended regarding school concurrency without the mandate of Senate Bill 360 and was advised affirmatively.

Commissioner Ross noted that the provisions of this legislation have been successfully implemented in Palm Beach County.  She further noted that the rate of increase in students in Broward County is declining now but this may be short-lived.  Accordingly, these Text Amendments are timely and important.

Mayor Cooper opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing no speakers, the Public Hearing was closed.

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO ADOPT THE ORDINANCE ON FIRST READING AND TRANSMIT TO THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS AND OTHER APPROPRIATE AGENCIES AND BRING THE ORDINANCE BACK FOR SECOND READING WHEN READY.   The motion carried by roll call vote as follows:
AYES: Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice-Mayor Julian; Mayor 


Cooper.  


NAYS: None. 
C.
Consideration of Revocation, Modification, or Conditions of the Special Privilege License #08-00002662 of Le Creole Productions, Inc., D/B/A New Millennium Ballroom, 1484 East Hallandale Beach Blvd.  
City Manager Good noted the item is on the agenda because of public safety concerns and a lack of proper security at the business location.  The owner of the business has not contacted the City regarding the City’s previous action requiring the business to close at 2:00 A.M. Accordingly, it is recommended that the Commission confirm prior action and that the nightclub license be continued with a 2:00 A.M. closing time (for all seven nights of the week).
MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO MAKE NO CHANGES IN THE 2:00 A.M. CLOSING TIME (AS PREVIOUSLY APPROVED) FOR LE CREOLE PRODUCTIONS, INC., D/B/A NEW MILLENNIUM BALLROOM.  The motion carried by voice vote, 50. 

7.     CITY BUSINESS

        A.  Presentation by PFM Asset Management, LLC of the Investment Results for Surplus Funds for the Period July 1, 2007 through September 30, 2007. 

City Manager Good noted the State Investment Pool of Funds (SBA) has been divided into Fund A and Fund B and that funds in Fund B have been frozen.  Finance Director Patricia Ladolcetta stated this does not pose a problem for the City from a liquidity viewpoint.  The SBA has performed well over the past 25 years and has recently had a problem with only a small portion of SBA’s overall portfolio of investments which prompted the establishment of Fund B. 

Mark Antonio, Assistant City Manager, noted that more detailed information regarding the SBA and its impact on the City will be included in the presentation from PFM at the December 19, 2007 meeting.  

NOTE:
PRESENTATION FROM PFM ASSET MANAGEMENT LLC DEFERRED TO THE DECEMBER 19, 2007 COMMISSION MEETING

B.
A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Authorizing an Application for Financial Assistance with Broward County's Environmental Protection Department - Water Resources Division through the Integrated Water Resources Plan (IWRP) - Water Management Project Grant Program 

The requested financial assistance is intended to research how to prolong the use of the aquifer below Chaves Lake to recharge the City’s well-fields and combat salt water intrusion.  All alternatives are to be reviewed.  This study is consistent with research needs associated with the Master Water Plan for the Lower East Coast. The study will include a cost for installation of infrastructure for recharging City well-fields using the aquifer below Chaves Lake and it is intended that additional funding assistance from the South Florida Water Management District will be requested for implementation of the recommendations forthcoming from the study. 

It was also noted that the Water Summit began today and that receipt of the draft of the City of Hollywood water study is anticipated within two weeks.
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND AUTHORIZE THE APPROPRIATE OFFICALS TO SIGN THE WATER MANAGEMENT PROJECT GRANT.  The motion carried by roll call vote as follows:
AYES: Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice-Mayor Julian; Mayor 


Cooper.  


NAYS: None. 
C.
A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, in Support of the Veterans and Their Families for their Sacrifices, Service, and Courage in Afghanistan, Iraq and in Previous Wars. 

Mayor Cooper stated she recommended the City support Senator Bill Nelson’s letter requesting support and acknowledgement for the sacrifice and bravery of veterans in their service to the United States. 

Note:
Commissioner London left the dais at 12:17 P.M.

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULLIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND AUTHORIZE THE APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS TO SIGN. The motion carried by roll call vote, 4/0, as follows:
AYES: Commissioners Ross, and Schiller; Vice-Mayor Julian; Mayor 


Cooper.  (Commissioner London not present)

NAYS: None.

8.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Mayor Cooper noted Hallandale Beach has been requested to serve as the site for a Community Forum regarding Amendment One to the Florida Constitution which is on the ballot for the January 29, 2008 referendum.  The forum has been scheduled for January 7, 2008. 
Mayor Cooper stated a committee has been established to evaluate a fair and equitable cost distribution for School Crossing guards and School Resource Officers.  According to research, it is common for schools to pay for 50% of the costs.  
Note:
Commissioner London returned to the dais at 12:22 P.M.

Mayor Cooper noted that the development plan for a proposed beach development in Hollywood immediately north of Hallandale Beach north beach park is being considered today by the County Commission and it is the Mayor’s understanding that the plan was approved.  The city’s objections to the plan were previously provided to the County Commission.  City representative(s) are to continue to meet with Broward County regarding how the proposed plan is unacceptable to the City. 

Mayor Cooper noted that yesterday, December 3, 2007, the City’s amendment to its Comprehensive Plan regarding School Concurrency and the related Inter-local Agreement were approved by the South Florida Regional Planning Council.   
9.
OTHER

Commissioner Ross noted a “beach bash” in conjunction with radio station Love 94 is scheduled for February, 2008 with proceeds benefiting the Future Foundation.

Commissioner London described the free tree and free plant distribution program for City residents and encouraged residents to participate in the program.  

Commissioner London noted he is continuing to hold “Meet Your Commissioner” evenings from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. the third Tuesday of each month in Room 192, adjacent to the Commission Chambers.  The next evening is scheduled for December 18, 2007.  

Commissioner London noted the City’s Master Plan consultant EDAW is meeting with various community “stakeholders” at the Cultural Center and all residents and business owners in the community are welcomed to meet with them to discuss the City’s future.   He has received comments that the community has not been adequately notified about when EDAW has scheduled the community meetings.

Mayor Cooper stated that there was a specific list of stakeholders provided to EDAW which are to be contacted.  EDAW is to ensure they schedule at least a 15 minute time periods with each individual person on the list.  Further, a meeting between EDAW and the representatives from the Palms of Hallandale Beach neighborhood must be scheduled.  She noted the Vice President of the Golden Isles Homeowners Association had contacted her about EDAW scheduling a meeting with the Association’s Board of Directors.  The next meeting of the Association is scheduled for December 11, 2007.

A general, community-wide meeting will take place on Tuesday, December 18, 2007 with EDAW. 

City Manager Good noted EDAW must meet with each stakeholder group identified by the City and EDAW will also meet with any person or any group who requests it.  EDAW has already met with a large number of persons and groups. Commissioner London stated that he has provided names of persons and groups to EDAW to be contacted and that the City should have the responsibility of ensuring that all segments of the community have the opportunity to be heard.

Mayor Cooper stated that she was advised the City’s list of stakeholders provided to EDAW may not have included all the persons or groups in the community who wanted to provide input. She asked for a description of the stakeholder (focus group) list established by the City and how notification was handled.  She requested that the entire City Commission receive a copy of the stakeholder (focus group) list.  

City Manager Good noted again that a Public Meeting for the entire community has been scheduled for December 18, 2007 and another community-wide meeting will be scheduled if the results from the December 18, 2007 meeting indicate same. He further stated that stakeholder or focus group meetings were held to ensure important segments of the population were part of the process so specific, required information was gained toward producing the Master Plan. 

Assistant City Manager Rafols described the stakeholders or focus groups which were established as part of the Master Plan process:  They are as follows: Chairs of Boards and Committees, Presidents of Civic Groups and Homeowner Associations and representatives of the Weed and Seed program, representatives of local churches and synagogues, and owners of businesses.  Invitations were sent via mail 10 days before the time of the scheduled meetings. Morning, afternoon and evening meetings were scheduled.  

Mayor Cooper suggested that there be a second Community Meeting on a Saturday for those who cannot attend during the week or prefer to meet on the weekend. 

NOTE:

THE SECOND CITY-WIDE COMMUNITY MEETING REGARDING THE

 

MASTER PLAN WILL BE SCHEDULED FOR 10:00 A.M. SATURDAY, 



JANUARY 5, 2008

Vice Mayor Julian discussed bringing an All American Soap Box Derby event to the City.  City Manager Good is to further work with the Vice Mayor on this item.  

City Manager Good stated the Broward County Commission voted 8 to 1 (Commissioner Jacobs voting no) to approve the plat for the Beach One Hotel project proposed on a vacant site in Hollywood immediately north of the Beach Fire Station.  Approval of the proposed project would pose a serious public safety concern with stacking of vehicles blocking exit from and entry into the beach fire station. There are other concerns such as parking and beach access.  The City of Hallandale Beach was the only non-supporter of the project at the County Commission meeting.  City Manager Good noted he is seeking direction from the Commission on appropriate action.  Furthermore, City Manager Good clarified comments made by the developer’s counsel regarding the City’s requesting a contribution.  City Manager Good noted that opposition to the project is based on safety issues and no contribution would change the City’s position about the safety concerns.

Vice Mayor Julian stated the project did not come before the Broward County Planning Council and that the traffic and other studies associated with the project stated the project is not well conceived. 

NOTE:
CONSENSUS REACHED FOR THE CITY MANAGER AND CITY ATTORNEY TO TAKE NECESSARY ACTION TO PROTECT THE CITY’S INTERESTS REGARDING THE PROPOSED BEACH ONE HOTEL DEVELOPMENT IN HOLLYWOOD

City Manager Good noted the revised Protocol Manual will be distributed to the Commission and meetings with the Commission will be set up for discussion. 
City Manager Good noted that the first Commission meeting in January, 2008 is January 2nd and recommended that the meeting be moved to January 9th due to the Christmas and New Year’s holidays.  The second Commission meeting of the month can be scheduled for January 23rd.   

Mayor Cooper requested the second meeting of the month be scheduled for January 22nd due to scheduling concerns. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER ROSS, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO APPROVE THE SCHEDULING OF THE JANUARY 2008 CITY COMMISSION MEETINGS FOR WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2008 AT 10:00 A.M. AND TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2008 AT 7:00 P.M.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.
City Manager Good stated that a draft of the pension ordinance will be provided to each Commissioner and meetings will set up with Assistant City Manager Antonio to review the document.  

City Manager Good noted that a Florida Supreme Court hearing regarding gaming is scheduled for December 12, 2007. City Attorney is to prepare an amicus brief in support of the Florida House of Representatives position on the issue. Gulfstream Race Track and the Florida Senate were granted the right to file amicus briefs.  
Commissioner London noted the Planning and Zoning Board is meeting on December 12, 2007 regarding a proposed project at the Diplomat Country Club and all interested parties are advised of the Board meeting. City Manager Good to verify the public hearings on the project have been properly noticed with signage.  
Mayor Cooper congratulated staff for their effort in the award of the bullet proof vest partnership grant to the City.  Mayor Cooper inquired if a Resolution in opposition to Florida Hometown Democracy’s proposed amendment to the Florida Constitution was scheduled for the next Commission agenda and City Manager Good advised affirmatively.  

10.
PLANNING AND SCHEDULING MEETING (to be heard during lunch recess in Room 257)

It was noted by Deputy City Clerk Canada that a representative from the Supervisors of Election Office is scheduled at City Hall the first Tuesday of each month in Room 192 to assist with homestead exemption and other matters. 

The various events and meetings on the calendar were discussed. 

Representatives from the national Weed and Seed Program will be conducting training for local program steering committee members at the Hepburn Center on December 8, 2007. 

On December 10th and 11TH, 2007 there will be Weed and Seed Program training by the International Economic Development Council.  The group wants to meet with the City Commission on December 11, 2007 at 10:45 A.M. 

Mayor Cooper commented on membership on the Charter Review Commission and current issues.  

On December 16, 2007 the Udonis Haslem Foundation will be sponsoring a Christmas party and toy donation at Johnson Park.  This is for needy children.  Children are to be pre-registered by December 12, 2007.  This event is in coordination with the City and the School Board. 

City Manager Good noted that Senator Geller is requesting the annual luncheon meeting with the Commission regarding legislative issues and priorities be held on Tuesday, December 18, 2007 or Thursday, December 20, 2007.  

NOTE:
CONSENSUS REACHED TO HOLD THE ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE LUNCHEON ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2007 AT NOON IN ROOM 257, CITY HALL

NOTE:
PRIOR TO THE LUNCHEON, THE CITY COMMISSION WILL MEET AT 10:00 A.M. IN ROOM 257 TO DISCUSS CITY LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

Mayor Cooper noted that the annual Broward League of Cities Holiday Party will take place at the Broward Partnership for the Homeless Center in Ft. Lauderdale and attendees are asked to bring toiletries.  The event is scheduled for December 20, 2007 at 7:00 P.M.

City Manager Good noted there were complaints received by the City from realtors about Duo sales ads and they were being reviewed.

Mayor Cooper noted the City was served on the Tower Mobile Home Park lawsuit and City Attorney Jove discussed the nature of the lawsuit.  Mayor Cooper asked to be copied on completed public records requests pertaining to the mobile park.  
Vice Mayor Julian noted there was vandalism happening in the Tower Mobile Home Park and asked for more police presence.
Mayor Cooper adjourned the meeting at 2:53 P.M.
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