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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2007 AT 7:00 PM
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 10:19 A.M.   Mayor Cooper asked for a moment of silent prayer for former Police Detective George Davis and former Parks and Recreation Board member Jane Scott who had both passed away.

2. ROLL CALL

Mayor Cooper, Vice Mayor Julian, Commissioners London, Ross and Schiller, City Manager Good, City Attorney Jove, City Clerk  McGough – All Present

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. PRESENTATIONS AND REPORTS

A. Parks and Recreation Summary Report

Rebecca Munden Correa, Director, Parks and Recreation, presented report. 

Mayor Cooper commended staff and Boris Moroz on the Holiday Lighting Ceremony and noted the event was a success.

Ms. Correa advised the Holiday Lights are on nightly from 6:00 P.M. to 11:00 P.M.

B. Police Department Quarterly Report

Tom Magill, Chief of Police, presented report.

City Manager Good explained why he recommended rescinding Millennium Ballroom’s 4 A.M. nightclub license due to activities at the club.  

Commissioner Ross noted she had spoken with the owners regarding rescinding the license. She stated the Commission should have one more meeting with the owners and have a stern discussion with them about what are acceptable business practices in the City. 

Chief Magill noted they have worked with the owners and the issues still persist. He noted the current owners have been there for 2 years. 

City Manager Good recommended the 4 A.M. license be rescinded and Chief Magill will work with the owners toward addressing concerns.   

Commissioner London spoke in support of rescinding the 4 A.M. license. 

Mayor Cooper requested minimum staffing standards to be included in the plan and Vice Mayor Julian requested that incident reports from the Police Department be forwarded to the State Beverage Commission.

City Manager Good noted that the recommended action would reduce operating hours by two hours on Friday and Saturday as the extended hours to 4:00 A.M. were not applicable to operations Sunday through Thursday.

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO RESCIND THE 4:00 A.M. NIGHTCLUB LICENSE FOR MILLENIUM BALLROOM, WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT TO OPERATE ON A 2:00 A.M. LICENSE ON FRIDAY AND SATURDAY.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.
NOTE:
INCIDENT REPORTS TO BE PROVIDED TO THE STATE BEVERAGE COMMISSION

NOTE:
CITY ATTORNEY TO RESEARCH AMENDING THE CODE TO SPECIFICALLY PROHIBIT PERSONS UNDER TWENTY-ONE (21) YEARS OF AGE FROM ENTERING THE PREMISES

Mayor Cooper asked if the 10 day grace period given to landlords for removal of tenant property placed for disposal could be reduced.  Vice Mayor Julian noted he had received information from a city in Illinois regarding a model program to address this issue and the Police Department is to review the program.  
Vice Mayor Julian asked about robberies in the Golden Isles area and Chief Magill noted the suspect has been arrested. He noted cameras made a big difference in solving crimes. Vice Mayor Julian discussed having cameras to deter crime at all businesses with 24 hour/day operations and those businesses open late. 
Commissioner London requested a report of the number of violations issued related to running red lights for an annual period.  

Mayor Cooper noted more lighting is needed at South Beach Park. City Manager Good noted low lighting was put in due to complaints from the La Mer Condo but the matter would be re-visited with La Mer and the Beach Club. Mayor Cooper suggested the use of motion lights. 

NOTE:
LIGHTING AT SOUTH BEACH PARK TO BE RE-VISITED AS WELL AS ISSUES PERTAINING TO WALKING OF DOGS ON THE BEACH

C. Hallandale Beach Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) Quarterly Report 

Dr. Kenrick Pierre, Director, Community Redevelopment Agency, presented report. He spoke of creating a small business academy and encouraging public private partnerships. A recommendation regarding how to best provide assistance to small businesses is forthcoming.

Mayor Cooper asked about foreclosures on properties assisted by the City’s Affordable Housing Program. City Manager Good noted the direction from the Commission was to prevent foreclosure and if foreclosure could not be prevented, to evaluate the possibility for purchase to keep the property as part of the affordable housing stock. 
Commissioner London asked about the Forest City Affordable Housing partnership with the City. City Manager Good advised that staff is continuing to work with the developer on the issue and that a partnership with local businesses/developers is also being considered. 

City Manager Good noted affordable housing is important to the City and it will be addressed in a workshop with the Commission after the first of the year. 
NOTE:
DETAILS OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING LOAN REQUIREMENTS TO BE DISCUSSED IN THE UPCOMING CRA WORKSHOP MEETING

It was noted that concerns have been received from the community pertaining to a grocery store building located at 530 Foster Road.

NOTE:
STATUS OF SADEKHA’S GROCERY STORE BUILDING TO BE INCLUDED IN THE UPCOMING CRA WORKSHOP MEETING

Vice Mayor Julian spoke about inclusionary zoning and setting ranges for the price of affordable and workforce housing. He noted 15% of any development should be mandated for affordable or workforce housing, and both rental and owner-occupied housing should be included within the mandate.

Mayor Cooper noted the City’s Ordinance pertaining to inclusionary zoning should be in preparation per prior Commission directive and could be based on Broward County’s ordinance; however, the definition of Affordable Housing needs to be based on the City’s needs.

City Manager Good noted a Housing study through Rutgers University will be completed and information forthcoming from the study will be presented to the City Commission. The study will look at affordable and workforce housing prices, prevailing wages in the community, and median incomes.

NOTE:
INFORMATION FROM RUTGERS UNIVERSITY HOUSING STUDY TO BE PRESENTED TO THE CITY COMMISSION WHEN READY

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (to be heard at 10:15 A.M.)

There were no speakers. 

6. CITY BUSINESS

A. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Adopting the Floodplain Management and Hazard Mitigation Plan Developed by the Floodplain Management Plan Committee and Adopting the 2007 Annual Floodplain Management Plan Evaluation Report. 

City Manager Good advised the purpose of the Plan and Committee is to reduce the cost of flood insurance in the community and address drainage management.  He stated the plan moves the City towards a Class Six rating and a further reduction in the cost of flood insurance. 

Earl King, Acting Director, Department of Pubic Works, introduced members of the Floodplain Management Plan Committee, Earl King, Tony Gonzalez, Edward Leonhardt, Bruce Griswold, Joe Sher, Patricia Brennan and Monique Serres. Mr. King noted there have already been reductions in the insurance costs to the residents through participation in the Community Rating System (CRS) Program. The City is currently rated at seven. 

Commissioner London noted that individual flood insurance policy holders should ensure their insurance carriers did adjust their flood insurance premiums based on the CRS rating for their area.  Mayor Cooper stated a link should be placed on the City’s website pertaining to the CRS program.  

NOTE:

LINK TO COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM (CRS) INFORMATION TO BE 

PLACED ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE.  FURTHER, CRS INFORMATION TO BE PLACED ON CITY’S UTILITY BILLS





Mayor Cooper asked if porous asphalt would have an effect on the community rating. City Manager Good stated it would not affect the rating. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT AND HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN AND ADOPTING THE 2007 ANNUAL FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT PLAN EVALUATION REPORT. The motion carried by roll call vote, as follows:
AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross and Schiller, Vice Mayor Julian, Mayor Cooper

NAYS:

None
B. A Resolution of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Supporting the Creation of a Community for a Lifetime Initiative. 

City Manager Good discussed the steps involved in developing the initiative and recommended the City adopt the Resolution and pursue a Community for a Lifetime Designation. 

Commissioner London noted the City currently does some of the programs in the initiative. He asked if being a part of the Community of a Lifetime Initiative would assist in receiving grants and was advised affirmatively.  Commissioner London asked who will be on the committee. City Manager Good stated both community stakeholders and staff would be on the committee. There will be costs associated with pursuing the designation and implementing recommendations and the City will seek grants to help fund the costs.

Mayor Cooper discussed using existing members of boards and committees to assist in the process.  Further, recommendations forthcoming from this initiative can provide guidance for the use of CRA funding.

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CREATION OF A COMMUNITY FOR A LIFETIME INITIATIVE FOR HALLANDALE BEACH.  The motion carried by a roll call vote, as follows:

AYES:
Commissioners London, Ross and Schiller, Vice Mayor Julian, Mayor Cooper

NAYS:

None
Mayor Cooper asked about beginning the process.  City Manager Good advised after the first of the year. 

Commissioner London requested that the residents at Hurley House, a Senior Living facility, be involved in the initiative.  

7. MONTHLY REPORTS

Commissioner Ross advised she would benefit from additional training on AS400 and agenda maker computer programs and Commissioner London concurred. 

NOTE:
COMMISSIONERS TO BE NOTIFIED FOR PARTICIPATION IN COMPUTER TRAINING SESSIONS OFFERED TO STAFF

Responses were provided to questions regarding proposed developments within the City.

8. EVENTS REPORT

Mayor Cooper requested the title of this item be changed to Commissioner Reports. She stated the intent for this item was for Commissioners to report on events they attended as representatives of the City. 

NOTE:

AGENDA HEADER FOR “EVENTS REPORT” TO BE CHANGED TO 



“COMMISSIONER REPORTS”. 

Mayor Cooper advised she attended the Water Summit and Beach Renourishment was discussed. A Resolution should be prepared pertaining to how the City’s beach is in a state of emergency and that armament of the beaches should be implemented. 
Mayor Cooper noted requests for support of the Broward League of Cities Legislative issues will be forthcoming and requested the City Commission support these issues with a resolution to the Florida Legislature.  
Vice Mayor Julian noted he attended the National League of Cities Conference and he serves on the Public Safety/Home Security Initiative Committee.  

Vice Mayor Julian noted some local government surplus fire equipment is donated to Third World countries when there is a substantial need for this equipment in the United States. He suggested creation of a national database to request and track availability of surplus fire equipment. He intends to bring this to the National League of Cities and request the League adopt a Resolution supporting donations within the United States. Mayor Cooper suggested a Resolution be presented for support of the Broward, Florida League of Cities and the National Conference of Mayors.   

Mayor Cooper noted she attended the School Board Boundary Meeting regarding the new elementary school and none of the speakers wanted any change in the existing boundaries.  She stated the Chair requested the City host a meeting regarding school boundaries. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO HOST A PUBLIC MEETING REGARDING PROPOSED SCHOOL BOUNDARY CHANGES AFFECTING THE CITY.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.

Commissioner London noted he attended the Design Institute on November 8th and 9th 2007, with Development Services staff toward determining a local project. 
Commissioner London noted he attended the Davie Commission Meeting. He noted their meetings start at 7:00 P.M. and approximately fifty people were in attendance. He advocated for the Commission meetings in Hallandale Beach to start at 7:00 P.M. He noted all items are voted on by a roll call vote.   

Commissioner London noted he is participating in Leadership Broward and a FBI Citizens Academy and he will be a governmental representative on a New Visions LLC Affordable Housing program.  He attended a Water Summit conference with Earl King, Acting Director, Public Works/Utilities and Engineering and recommended that Russell Setti and Steve Higgins be invited to a Commission meeting to further discuss issues.

Mayor Cooper stated the City should have a “game plan” to address construction concerns in the right-of-way, including advance notification to residents and the use of barricades filled with water. 
Commissioner Ross noted she attended the Florida League of Cities Conference and she serves on the Home Rule Committee.  Furthermore, she attended the National League of Cities meeting in New Orleans and is a member of the League’s Water Advisory Board.

9. OTHER

Mayor Cooper discussed the draft of the revised, proposed Protocol Manual. She stated the intent of Commissioner Reports, rather than Events Report, is for Commissioners to report about events or meetings where they represented the Commission, such as, for example, on the Broward County Planning Council, Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) or Florida League of Cities. She asked for the Protocol Manual to be amended to reflect the intent of the Commissioner Reports portion of the Commission meeting. She stated other events should be discussed during the Other portion of the Agenda. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO AMEND THE PROTOCOL MANUAL TO STATE THE COMMISSIONER REPORTS SECTION OF THE AGENDA IS FOR COMMISSIONERS TO REPORT ABOUT MEETINGS ATTENDED AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CITY.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.

Mayor Cooper expressed concern about the second paragraph under Section 5.D. pertaining to a Commissioner requesting deferral of an agenda item prior to the meeting if information regarding the item is not provided in a timely manner before the Commission meeting.   She stated that since each Commissioner has the opportunity to meet with the City Manager on an individual basis regarding the agenda, there should be no deferrals of agenda items before the Commission meeting unless the City Manager has information which indicates the item should be deferred.  In this case, each Commissioner would have the information regarding the reasons for the recommended deferral.

NOTE:
CONSENSUS REACHED REGARDING AMENDING SECOND PARAGRAPH OF SECTION 5.D. OF THE PROTOCOL MANUAL PER ABOVE DISCUSSION

NOTE:
EACH COMMISSIONER HAS THE OPPORTUNITY, AT THE COMMISSIONER’S DISCRETION, TO MEET WITH THE CITY MANAGER PRIOR TO EACH COMMISSION MEETING TO DISCUSS THE AGENDA 

Mayor Cooper stated in regard to Section 6.E. of the Protocol Manual, it was her understanding that if a Commissioner was in the minority of a vote, that this Commissioner could not place a similar item on the agenda for a year.   City Manager Good stated that the restriction is for a six month time period.  The Protocol Manual should be revised, accordingly. 

Commissioner London stated he wanted more time to review the Protocol Manual before making recommended changes.

City Manager Good advised the Protocol Manual is planned to be on the agenda for the second Commission meeting in December for consideration of adopting the Protocol Manual. 

Commissioner London asked about the advisory boards for the two Safe Neighborhood Districts and how they are selected. Mayor Cooper stated the discussion of requirements for election of officers for the two safe neighborhood districts should be brought back as an agenda item at a later time.  

NOTE:

DISCUSSION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR ELECTION OF SAFE 

NEIGHBORHOOD DISTRICT ADVISORY BOARD OFFICERS TO BE PLACED ON FUTURE AGENDA 

In regard to acquisition of the trailer park property for expansion of Bluesten Park, a letter has been mailed to trailer park residents pertaining to the schedule for departing the park.

NOTE:
CITY COMMISSION TO RECEIVE COPY OF LETTER SENT TO TRAILER PARK RESIDENTS

Mayor Cooper noted a Memorial Service for Jane Scott is scheduled at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Hollywood at 11:00 A.M. on Saturday, November 24, 2007.

Mayor Cooper noted there was a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Broward County Planning Council and expressed concern about proposals regarding land uses and variances pertaining to temporary shelters and activities related to declaring a state of emergency.  City Manager to review and determine impact on the City. She also expressed concern about the Planning Council duplicating the work of municipalities.  Further, the rules regarding use and transfer of flex units should be reviewed. 
Mayor Cooper noted that Dana Klein received the Spirit of Excellence Award for Marketing, Communications and Media Relations. 

Vice Mayor Julian asked when the transportation master plan would be final. City Manager Good stated a draft can be expected within the next two weeks and noted if Commissioners have comments on the master plan they are to provide them to him as soon as possible. 

City Manager Good spoke of the impact of the Seminole Compact with the State of Florida on non-Indian pari-mutuels. He noted the pari-mutuels and local governments may intervene as the Compact’s legality is being reviewed by the Florida Supreme Court.  Mayor Cooper noted a lawsuit concerning the Compact’s legality has been filed and asked what the City options are. City Manager Good asked for authorization to take any steps necessary to ensure the City’s best interests are protected. 

Mayor Cooper requested an economic impact study for gaming in particular be performed and authorize expenditure. She stated there needs to be a study on the effect that failure of the City’s gaming venues would have on the local economy. She stated the impact of the Compact on the City will be tremendous. City Manager Good suggested up to $75,000 for the study. 

Commissioner London noted he felt the economic impact study is inappropriate at this time and requested the City Attorney advise the best tactic for the City. 

City Attorney Jove advised City Manager Good is correct. The City would file a petition to join the lawsuit, file a friend of the court brief, or file a separate lawsuit. He noted factual argument must be found on how the City is directly impacted and noted an economic impact study is imperative not just for the petition but if the City were to file its own lawsuit.  

Commissioner London noted the pari-mutuels have done an analysis on how it affects their business and stated the City could use that study. Mayor Cooper noted the impacts evaluated in the study are on the pari-mutuels but do not include the impacts on the City. 

Commissioner Ross spoke in support of the action.  

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO DIRECT LEGAL INTERVENTION IN THE LAWSUIT REGARDING THE SEMINOLE COMPACT AS MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE CITY AND AUTHORIZE EXPENDITURE OF UP TO $75,000 FOR AN ECONOMIC ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION OF THE IMPACT OF THE GAMING INDUSTRY ON THE LOCAL ECONOMY.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0. 

City Manager Good advised a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) is going out in January for banking services. 
City Manager Good read exerpts from a letter from Joe DeFalco pertaining to the Tower Mobile Home Park.  City Manager Good stated in the City’s purchase of the Tower Mobile Home Park, the City went above and beyond the requirement of the statutes in payments made to the residents. Mayor Cooper noted the payment to the residents by the City is for relocation not replacement of their homes. She noted the City has not only paid above the required amount by statute but the City has also assisted in finding permanent homes for the residents. 

Commissioner London asked about lowering the rent for the residents of the Tower Mobile Home Park. City Manager Good advised there is a sliding scale based upon the cost to the City to maintain and administer the park and the anticipated move out date of the resident. 

Mayor Cooper noted she attended a meeting last night with the Golden Isles Neighborhood Association (GINA) where there were stated concerns about construction on public rights-of-way.  The City needs to ensure there is a mitigation plan to address open trenches and similar situations before the construction is started.  City Manager Good noted there are plans made in advance of construction pertaining to traffic movements and street safety and the concerns discussed last night have been addressed or are being addressed by staff.   Mayor Cooper noted she would like a written response regarding these concerns. 
City Manager Good noted there will a Community Meeting on the Trash Transfer Station on December 3, 2007 at 6:00 P.M. at the Cultural Community Center. He noted the Health Department, Broward County Department of Environmental Protection and Waste Management will be there to answer questions. 
Commissioner London spoke about the Resource Recovery Board and the Technical Advisory Committee and asked if they will be invited to attend the Community Meeting. City Manager Good stated they have a different agenda and that it would not be appropriate for them to part of this meeting. He noted this is a separate issue from the Interlocal Agreement.  Commissioner London stated he recommends the City consider all alternatives for collection and disposal of trash including become part of the Interlocal Agreement.  

Commissioner London asked if it would be beneficial for EDAW to do an independent evaluation of upcoming projects based on the City’s Master Plan including attending Development Review Committee and Planning and Zoning Board meetings to comment on projects. City Manager Good advised this is not within the scope of work for EDAW to participate in meetings pertaining to review and evaluation and specific projects. 
Commissioner London asked about the status of placing computers in the Police Department lobby so the public could have access to information on a 24 hour, 7 day a week basis. City Manager Good stated he has directed staff to place the computers in the Police Department lobby. 
Commissioner London advised he will be holding his first “Meet Your Commissioner” session on December 18, 2007 in Room 192, 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. He noted he will provide this opportunity for the public to come meet with him on the third Tuesday of every month. Mayor Cooper asked if any staff time or extra resources have been allocated to these meetings. City Manager Good stated no. 

Commissioner London asked if the Commission was ready to consider appointing Michael Butler to the Planning and Zoning Board.  Consensus was reached to take no action at this time.

Mayor Cooper requested all board and committee resignations or terminations of appointments be copied to the Commission. 

NOTE:
RESIGNATIONS/TERMINATIONS OF MEMBERS OF ADVISORY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES TO BE PROVIDED TO THE CITY COMMISSION

NOTE:

PROTOCOL MANUAL TO BE UPDATED ACCORDINGLY

Mayor Cooper adjourned the meeting at 2:12 P.M. 
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