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REGULAR AGENDA

CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2008 7:00 PM

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. PRESENTATIONS AND REPORTS

A. Proclamation Proclaiming 2-1-1 Broward Day

B. Parks and Recreation Summary Report

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (to be heard at 7:15 P.M.)

6. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes - Regular Meetings of August 14, 2007, September 5, 2007, September 19, 2007, October 3, 2007 and October 17, 2007

B. Pursuant to Chapter 23, Section 23-105, Hallandale Beach Code of Ordinances, Authorize Bid # FY 2006-2007-005, Northwest/Southwest 8th Avenue Improvements to Tenex Enterprises, Inc. in the amount of $545,365. (Staff: Director, Public Works/Utilities & Engineering)(see backup) CAD# 00/009

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS (to be heard at 7:30 P.M.)

A. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending Chapter 32, Article V, of the City of Hallandale Beach Code of Ordinances, the “Land Development and Zoning Code”; Amending Section 32-790, “Time Limits and Revisions”; Providing for Conflicts, Providing for Severability; Providing for an Effective Date.(First Reading) (Staff: Director, Development Services)(see backup)

B. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending Ordinance 2004-09, The Hallandale Beach Police and Fire Pension Plan to Provide for the Authority for Two Commissioners to Serve as Members on the Police and Fire Pension Board of Trustees; Providing for Conflicts; and Severability (First Reading)(City Attorney)(see backup)CAD# 002/07

C. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Proposing to the Electors of the City an Amendment to the City Charter Section 3.08(1) to Eliminate the One (1) Year Post Employment Restriction that Provides that no Former Commissioner shall Hold any Compensated Hallandale Beach City Office or Hallandale Beach City Employment Until One (1) Year After the Expiration of the Term for Which he was Elected to the Commission; Placing the Question on the Ballot on November 4, 2008; Providing a Ballot Title and Ballot Language; Providing for Conflict; Providing for Severability; Providing for an Effective Date (First Reading) (City Attorney) (see backup)AR# 026/07

8. CITY BUSINESS

A. Discussion of Zoning Code Section 32-453(d) entitled, "Wheel stops." (Staff: Director, Development Services)(see backup)

B. Pursuant to Chapter 23, Section 23-107(6), Bids and Contracts from Other Entities, Hallandale Beach Code of Ordinances, Request Authorization to Award a Contract to Florida Highway Products, Inc., in the amount of $540,290.00 for the Full Depth Reclamation of Golden Isles Drive, CIP # 82-20-03. (Staff: Director, Public Works, Utilities and Engineering) (see backup)BP #24/04

C. Discussion of Placing Candidate Campaign Finance Reports on the City's Website (Commissioner London)(see backup)

D. Discussion of the City's Building Moratorium (Mayor Cooper)(See Backup)CAD#027/07

9. MONTHLY REPORTS

10. COMMISSIONER REPORTS

11. OTHER

6B. CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA
MEMORANDUM
DATE:
February 6, 2008







TO:
D. Mike Good, City Manager  


FROM:
William Brant, P.E., Director, Public Works, Utilities & Engineering

SUBJECT:  
Pursuant to Chapter 23, Section 23-105, Hallandale Beach Code of Ordinances, Recommendation to Award Bid # FY 2006-2007-005 NW/SW 8th Avenue Improvements CAD #00/009

PURPOSE:

To request Commission approval to award Bid # FY 2006-2007-005, NW/SW 8th Avenue Intersection Improvements to Tenex Enterprises, Inc.

BACKGROUND:
The Hallandale Beach Boulevard and NW/ SW 8th Avenue Intersection Improvements are intended to improve the overall safety and operation of the existing intersection. An accident study of this intersection revealed a very high number of accidents with the current roadway configuration. 

The proposed improvements at this intersection are:

•
Improvement of the safety and operations of this intersection, especially the heavy volumes of traffic for the eastbound right turns and northbound left turns during morning and afternoon peak periods.

•
Signal Optimization

• 
Upgrade to Mast Arms

• 
New Pedestrian Clearance Timings

On May 20, 2003, the City Commission approved Resolution No. 2003-17 authorizing the execution of a Local Agency Program (LAP) agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for intersection improvements at Hallandale Beach Boulevard (S.R.858) and NW/SW 8th Avenue.  Under the LAP Agreement, FDOT authorized a total amount of $450,000.00 in funding: $90,000 for the design phase and $360,000 for construction.

DISCUSSION:

On January 8, 2004, the City received from the FDOT a Notice to Proceed for the design phase under the LAP Agreement. The design phase was substantially completed by the end of 2005. At that time the City was notified by the LAP Office that new processes had been established for the Local Agency Programs, including the requirement for FDOT to review the proposed plans, specifications and bid package, and for the City to complete and submit a construction checklist. These additional processes, which were required to be completed by the City before moving to the construction phase, delayed approval by FDOT until February 2, 2007, at which time FDOT issued a Notice to Proceed for Construction. 

The bid process was then initiated. The bid was advertised on August 9, 2007 and bids were opened on September 10, 2007, in accordance with the City’s Annual Bid and RFP Work Plan. Five bids were received.  The lowest bid of $545,364.03 exceeded the LAP contract amount of $360,000.00 by $185,364.03.

Following the bid opening in September, the City requested additional funding from the Local Agency Program (LAP) through the Safety Office. Staff continued contacting FDOT and met with that Department in December, restating the request for the total funding. Also discussed in that meeting was the possibility of letting this project be a strung project to the upcoming project for the resurfacing of West Hallandale Beach Boulevard. FDOT indicated it was not possible as bids for that project had already been prepared and advertised, which would not allow for a change. Following further discussion, FDOT has informed the City that additional funding in the amount of $219,000 has been approved for this project which will fully fund the project.

Since the additional funding has been approved and the City has until December 31, 2008 to complete the grant assisted project, staff recommends award of the bid.

Upon completion of the project, the City will start procedures for the closing of the SW 8th Avenue entrance to the 7-11 store due to safety issues.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Pursuant to Chapter 23, Section 105, Hallandale Code of Ordinances, request authorization to award Bid # FY 2006-2007-005 – NW/SW 8th Avenue Intersection Improvements to lowest responsive, responsible bidder, Tenex Enterprises Inc. in the total amount of $545,364.03.  If approved, further authorize the City Manager to fund this project utilizing a grant account and reimburse the account when funds are received from FDOT.

Reviewed:

__________________________________                                     ____________

D. Mike Good, City Manager                  

                        Date

______ Approved
      
 ______ Denied
                 ______ Hold for Discussion

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
02/20/08
7A. CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH

MEMORANDUM

DATE:

February 8, 2008

TO:

D. Mike Good, City Manager

FROM:
Richard D. Cannone, Director, Development Services Department

SUBJECT: 
An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending Chapter 32, Article V, of the City of Hallandale Beach Code of Ordinances, the “Land Development and Zoning Code”; Amending Section 32-790, “Time Limits and Revisions”; Providing for Conflicts, Providing for Severability; Providing for an Effective Date


PURPOSE:

To amend Section 32-790 of the Land Development and Zoning Code to further clarify when approvals for Minor Developments, Major Development and Conditional Use approvals expire.

BACKGROUND:

The existing provisions (Section 32-790) in the Land Development and Zoning Code (“Code”) require the following as it relates to the expiration of development approvals:

“Approvals under the provisions of this article shall authorize, subject to compliance with all other applicable laws, ordinances and regulations, the issuance of a permit by the building official within a period of one year.”

Because this provision is open to interpretation, (i.e. “issuance of a permit”) staff seeks to clarify the language by amending the Code to provide for time limits based upon approval of a site plan and issuance of a permit for the above-ground principal use.  Code Section 32-8 defines principal use as “the primary or predominant use of any lot, building or structure.”  Recently, Staff encountered an issue with this language as the type of permit; e.g. fence, tree removal and demolition are not clarified and are permits issued for a project.   

DISCUSSION
In addition to the aforementioned clarification, Staff also seeks to update the language based upon the fact that after a project is approved it is unlikely to be permitted within a year.  Many, if not all of the projects that are approved by the City Commission are large scale projects that involve complicated and very detailed construction plans. Many of these construction plans often take up to a year to submit.  Although the physical task of “drawing-up” the plans may take between 6 to 8 months, the additional review by State and County agencies often take an additional 3-4 months.  It is only after all other agencies review and approve the drawings that the City will review and issue permits.

Staff further seeks to amend the section to provide for language that would revoke the allocation of commercial flex, residential flex or reserve units or any other allocation of residential units should the site plan expire.  Additionally, staff has also provided for a remedy should the application be delayed for good cause.  Good cause may include, but shall not be limited to, delay caused by governmental action or inaction or other factors totally beyond the control of the applicant. A 6-month extension shall only be granted where an applicant has requested an extension in writing to the City Manager during the effective period of the development permit. 

Existing Development Agreements

Currently, the following projects with approved Development Agreements would be subject to the new provisions:  
· European Club – In building permitting process.

· permits issued for tree removal and fence; 
· permits approved for sales center; 
· foundation plans reviewed and comments issued 

· Regency Club – In building permit review process.

· Hallandale Crossing – Permits issued.
· Dixie Foster - Approved but plans have not been submitted to the Building Division.
· Millennium - Approved but plans have not been submitted to the Building Division.
· Domus - Approved but plans have not been submitted to the Building Division.
· Hallandale Beach Business Center – Approved but plans have not been submitted to the Building Division.
Permitting these approved projects to proceed under the new provisions would assist in securing approximately $7.3 million in mitigations proffered through the Development Agreements.  In addition, all future exactions prescribed within those Development Agreements are based upon three years from the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy.  The proposed amendment would clarify the City’s requirements and benefit developers by providing more attainable time limits to obtain their permits.
The Planning and Zoning Board will review and make a recommendation on this item at the February 27, 2008 meeting which will be prior to second reading of this item.
RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends the City Commission adopt on First Reading the attached ordinance and schedule second reading for March 5, 2008.  

 

Reviewed:

 

  

_______________________________




__________

D. Mike Good, City Manager






  Date

 

 

_____Approved                _____Disapproved                _____Hold for Discussion

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/20/08
7B. CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH

MEMORANDUM

DATE:

February 14, 2008
TO:

D. Mike Good, City Manager
FROM:
David Jove, City Attorney
SUBJECT: 
Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2004-09, The Hallandale Beach Police and Fire Pension Plan to Provide for the Authority for Two Commissioners to Serve as Members on the Police and Fire Pension Board of Trustees

Purpose

To amend Ordinance 2004-09 to clarify the inclusion of two (2) members of the City Commission to serve as ex officio members of the Board of Trustees for the Police and Fire Pension Plan.  

Background
A City Commissioner has sat as a member of the Police and Fire Pension Board since its formation in 1973.  During a discussion of the composition of the Board’s membership at the January 9, 2008 City Commission Meeting, the City Commission directed staff to research the language of the current pension ordinance regarding the composition of the Board and bring back any necessary changes for first reading.  As recommended by staff, the City Commission considered an amendment to Ordinance 2004-09, the pension ordinance, at the January 22, 2008 City Commission meeting.  The ordinance provided for two (2) members of the City Commission to sit as ex officio members of the Police and Fire Pension Board.   Additional research has resulted in further changes to the ordinance, requiring the ordinance be placed on the agenda for first reading.  

Discussion

Pursuant to Florida law, as part of a City Commissioner's ex officio duties, a City Commissioner is authorized to serve on another Board without violating the dual office holding provisions as provided in Article II, Section 5(a), Florida Constitution.  

Attached is the revised version of the proposed ordinance concerning the proposed Amendment to the Hallandale Beach Police and Fire Pension Plan (“Plan”) that will provide for the inclusion of two (2) members of the City Commission to serve as members of the Board of Trustees for the Plan. This new ordinance has been reviewed thoroughly by staff with outside counsel, and is consistent with the Florida Constitution, Florida Statutes and case law, and the City's Charter.  
 
The City’s Charter recognizes the City Commission may provide for additional ex officio duties for a member of the City Commission.  Specifically, Section 3.08 of the City’s Charter provides as follows, “Except where authorized by law, no commissioner shall hold any other Hallandale Beach City office, . . .” The use of the words, “except where authorized by law”, in the City's Charter recognizes that the City Commission may determine that it would be in the best interest of the City to appoint members of the City Commission to serve on other City Boards.  By adopting an Ordinance to provide that a Commissioner's ex officio duties include service on the Pension Board, if so appointed, the City Commission is acting in a manner that is consistent with the City’s Charter.  
 
Pursuant to the applicable Florida Constitutional provision, Florida Statutes and case law, and Attorney General Opinions, if the City Code specifically imposes specific ex officio duties on a City Commissioner to serve on the Board of Trustees, then the fact that a City Commissioner would serve on the Board of Trustees of the Plan would not violate the prohibition on dual office holding.  In order to assume those ex officio duties, the City’s code should be amended in order to provide that the City Commissioners have the additional duties on the Board of Trustees.
RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the City Commission adopt on First Reading the attached ordinance and schedule second reading for March 5, 2008. 

Reviewed:

 

  

_______________________________




__________

D. Mike Good, City Manager






  Date

 

 

_____Approved                _____Disapproved                _____Hold for Discussion

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/20/08
7C. CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH

MEMORANDUM

DATE:

February 8, 2008
TO:

D. Mike Good, City Manager
FROM:
David Jove, City Attorney
SUBJECT: 
Ordinance Proposing an Amendment to the Charter to Eliminate the One (1) Year Restriction by Former Commissioner from Accepting a Compensated Office or Employment with the City

PURPOSE:

To  discuss an ordinance on first reading pertaining to a proposed charter amendment regarding eliminating the one (1) year waiting requirement for employment of former Commissioners. 

BACKGROUND:

At the January 9, 2008 City Commission meeting, the Commission directed staff to bring back an Ordinance for first reading pertaining to a proposed Charter Amendment regarding eliminating the one (1) year waiting requirement for employment of former Commissioners. 

The City of Hallandale Beach’s Charter currently states the following in regards to prohibition per Section 3.08:

(1) Holding other office.  Except where authorized by law, no commissioner shall hold any other Hallandale Beach city office, Hallandale Beach city employment, or other elected public office during the term for which he was elected to the commission, and no former commissioner shall hold any compensated Hallandale Beach city office or Hallandale Beach city employment until one year after the expiration of the term for which he was elected to the commission.

DISCUSSION:

Staff has researched this by calling other municipalities within Broward County and the results show the following:

· Six (6) cities stated that all Commissioners must wait a minimum of one (1) year before they may be eligible for employment with the city;

· Two (2) cities stated that all the Commissioners must wait a minimum of two (2) years before they may be eligible for employment with the city;

· Three (3) cities stated that their only stipulation was that no Commissioner may hold any office or serve as a city employee while he/she is elected to office;

· Fifteen (15) cities had no mention of a timeframe in their charter and advised there are no time restrictions on employment. 

Advantages to requiring no waiting period is that most Commissioners have knowledge on all aspects of the city and could possibly be a great asset to the City as an employee. 

The disadvantage of not having a waiting period is the potential for political influence in the hiring process. However, since the City of Hallandale Beach has a City Manager form of government and hiring of City employees is an administrative function and the responsibility of the City Manager, the City Commission would be prohibited from interfering with administration. This prohibition is by Charter and Protocol Manual.  

In this proposal for a charter amendment, the following phrase in Section 3.08 should also be addressed: Restricting former commissioners from accepting compensated office until one year after the expiration of the term for which he was elected to the commission.

An example of this would be if a City Commissioner decided to run for a County Commission seat and resigned from the City Commission and lost the County Commission election.  The former City Commissioner would not be eligible for appointment or election until one year after the expiration of the term for which they were elected. This proposed charter amendment would therefore not only affect former Commissioner employment as a staff member, but being an appointed or elected member of the City Commission.

RECOMMENDATION:
To adopt the proposed Ordinance on First Reading and Set Second Reading for March 5, 2008 at 10:30 A.M. 

Reviewed:

  

_______________________________




__________

D. Mike Good, City Manager






  Date

 

 

_____Approved                _____Disapproved                _____Hold for Discussion

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/20/08
8A. CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH

MEMORANDUM

DATE:

February 6, 2008

TO:

D. Mike Good, City Manager

FROM:
Richard D. Cannone, Director, Development Services 

SUBJECT: 
Discussion of Zoning Code Section 32-453(d) Entitled, “Wheel Stops.”


PURPOSE:

To discuss the “pros” and “cons” of having wheel/bumper stops and alternative parking options.
BACKGROUND:

Currently, the City’s Zoning Code requires the following:


“Sec.32-453. (d) Wheel Stops. Wheel stops or curbs shall be placed two feet from the front of each parking space except in the parallel spaces, single-family residences, two-family dwellings, and on property zoned CR-A. Wheel stops shall be at least six feet in width and be of a design and material approved by the director and be painted with high visibility paint having a reflectance of 49 percent to 66 percent. Wheel stops demonstrated to the director not to constitute a hazard to pedestrians shall be exempted from the painting requirement of this subsection.”

Article VIII of Section 32-965 authorizes the City Manager to grant administrative variances to expedite the amount of time in which a variance is processed provided that an application meets the following criteria:

· It complies with Section 32-966(c) regarding required application information

· The variance relates to off street parking and loading requirements

· The special conditions/circumstances are not as a result of actions of the applicant

· The variance granted is the minimum variance required to make reasonable use of the land

· Property owners within 150 feet of the subject property are properly notified of the details of the application

DISCUSSION
The purpose of wheel stops is to aid a driver when they are not sure how far to move a vehicle in reverse or forward. The following list is not intended to be a complete list but one that identifies the fundamental pros and cons associated with wheel stops. 

Pros

· Prevents vehicles from damaging the sidewalks, buildings and any other delicate landscape that may be in and around the lot
· Installation of wheel stops, in front of a facility, helps in preventing car damage
· Promotes pedestrian safety
· Regulates the traffic flow as it restrains hitting of objects
Cons

· Broken concrete wheel stops damage vehicle

· Tripping hazard

· Collects trash

· Aesthetically unpleasing

Alternatives

The Cons can be categorized into three types:

1. Maintenance related

2. Hazard related

3. Aesthetics 

To aid in the discussion of wheel stops, staff has identified alternatives that address the three types of issues associated with wheel stops. Wheel stops come in various forms, such as concrete, hard plastic, and rubber. The rubber wheel stop is commonly used because if its durability and can be installed temporarily or permanently. Furthermore, a rubber wheel stop also has high visibility. A wheel stop can also be installed in a range of styles that include blue stripes, white stripes, and yellow stripes.

The wheel stop requirement may be modified through the development review process provided other design features will be equally effective in prohibiting a vehicle from obstructing a sidewalk or making contact with a wall, fence or landscaped area, and which will promote safe pedestrian access.   

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Zoning Code Section 32-453(d) entitled, “Wheel Stops” not be modified and that alternatives to wheel stops be addressed on a case-by-case basis through either the administrative variance or development review process.  

 

Reviewed:

   

_______________________________




__________

D. Mike Good, City Manager






  Date

 

 

_____Approved                _____Disapproved                _____Hold for Discussion

 

 

  

  

02/20/08
8B. CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH

MEMORANDUM

DATE:

February 13, 2008

TO:

D. Mike Good, City Manager

FROM:
William Brant, P.E., Director, Public Works, Utilities & Engineering

SUBJECT: 
Water Distribution Upgrade Request to Award Full Depth Reclamation of Golden Isles Drive BP 24/04


SUMMARY
Pursuant to Chapter 23, Section 23-107(6), Bids and Contracts from other entities, Hallandale Beach Code of Ordinance, request authorization to award Florida Highway Products, Inc., a contract in the amount of $540,290.00 for the Full Depth Reclamation of Golden Isles Drive, CIP # 82-20-03 based on prices from the contract from the City of West Palm Beach, Annual Contract for Full Depth Reclamation/In-Place Road Recycling, Paving & Minor Concrete Work: Amendment No. 1

If approved, funds are available from Acct # 430-3397-533-6626, Water Fund, Water Lines, and from Acct # 430-3395-533-6626, Water Lines.

                     F I N A N C I A L   D A T A
 1. DEPARTMENT:  Public Works, Utilities & Engineering

 2. DIVISION:  Engineering

 3. FUNDS:    Water

 4. ACCOUNT #:  430-3397-533-6626 and 430-3395-533-6626 

 5. ACCT. DESCRIPTION:   Water Lines

 6. FY BUDGET:  FY2007-2008

 7. AMOUNT BUDGETED:   $1,547,000.00 

 8. GRANT FUNDS: YES      NO_X_     AMOUNT    $ N/A

 9. FUND TRANSFER: YES    NO X     AMOUNT    $ N/A

10. FROM ACCT. #: N/A

11. TO ACCT. #:   N/A

12. REASON FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR TRANSFER:  N/A

13. PRICE ANALYSIS: ATTACHED   ADD'L MAT FDR     NONE X_ 

===================================================================

                    B I D   I T E M   D A T A

14. DESCRIPTION OF BID ITEM:  Full Depth Reclamation of Golden Isles Drive  

15. SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL: ATTACHED    OPTIVIEW    NONE x
 

16. # BID INVITATIONS SENT: N/A

17. # BIDS RECEIVED:  N/A

18. # RESPONSIVE BIDS:  N/A

19. CURRENT PRICE:   N/A

20. CURRENT VENDOR:  N/A

21. RECOMMENDED VENDOR:  Florida Highway Products, Inc.

22. BID AWARD AMOUNT $540,290.00 

23. COMMENTS:  Prices extended from the City of West Palm Beach Contract for Full Depth Reclamation/In-Place Road Recycling, Paving & Minor Concrete Work: Amendment No. 1

24. ESTIMATED QUANTITY TO BE PURCHASED (BULK ITEMS):  N/A

25. ESTIMATED PURCHASE AMOUNT:  N/A

26. BID TABULATION ATTACHED:  YES     NO  X  OPTIVIEW   

27. TERM OF CONTRACT:  1 year

28. BID VALID TO:  N/A     

29. BID PRICE VALID FOR TERM OF CONTRACT:  YES X   NO    COMMENTS   

30. WARRANTY PERIOD:  1 year

31. DELIVERY TIME:  2 weeks from Notice to Proceed

32. STATE CONTRACT:  YES    NO X 

33. CONTRACT #:  N/A

34. CO-OP PURCHASE:  YES    NO X   

35. AGENCY:  N/A

36. EXPECTED LIFE OF ITEM:  Base of Street:  Indefinite /Surface of Street: 15 Years

37. ITEM DEMO'D:  YES    NO      N/A__X__

38. REFERENCES CHECKED:  YES X   NO    N/A__       

39. CONTRACT:  ATTACHED    ADD'l MAT FDR   ___ N/A _X_

40. CONTRACT APPROVED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:  YES    NO    N/A   X


===================================================================
REPORT PREPARED BY:  _______________________________    ____________





  Beatriz Alvarez
                                   Date








  Engineer I                                     

REVIEWED & SUBMITTED BY: ____________________________    ___________                                   




              Gordon Dobbins
                 
            Date




              Assistant to Director, DPW/Utilities & Engineering

Reviewed:

  

_______________________________




__________

D. Mike Good, City Manager






  Date

_____Approved                _____Disapproved                _____Hold for Discussion

Comments:
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02/20/08
8D. CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH

MEMORANDUM

JC08-003

DATE:

February 07, 2008

TO:

D. Mike Good, City Manager

FROM:
Mayor Joy F. Cooper

SUBJECT: 
Discussion of the City’s Building Moratorium – CAD#027/07


I would like to place an item on the February 20, 2008 Commission Agenda for discussion of establishing a building moratorium.

As we know, the City’s building moratorium expired February 01, 2008.  Considering that the Citywide Master Plan is near completion and will be presented to the City Commission and to the public within the next few weeks, I strongly believe it would be in the best interest of the City to have additional time to adopt and implement the various policies and ordinances resulting from the Master Plan.  

Once adopted by the City Commission, this Plan will shape the way our City will look in the future.  Most certainly, the implementation of the Citywide Master Plan will include the development and adoption by this Commission of policies and ordinances regarding affordable housing, land use and development.  Therefore, I would like to recommend that we continue a building moratorium with the same conditions as the previous one, for an additional six months.

The provision of any additional development in our community at this time would have a negative impact on the quality of life for our community.  In as much as I want to ensure that we continue to effectively plan for the future and meet the expectations of our residents, I believe that no additional building, other than what has been approved should occur.

Lastly, I want to see our City go green with our green building ordinance and other environmentally friendly-related programs so as to be a City as environmentally friendly as possible.  Thus, the proposed six-month Moratorium would allow staff the appropriate time to research, develop and implement ordinances, such as the Green Building Ordinance, which will ensure all new buildings comply with the Leadership in Engineering and Environmental Design (LEED) certification, to protect the future of not only Hallandale Beach, but as a starting point in protecting the environment state wide.

I thank my fellow commissioners for the anticipated support of this most important issue.

02/20/08

