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CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA
MEMORANDUM
DATE:
February 7, 2008
TO:  
D. Mike Good, City Manager


FROM:
E. Dent McGough, City Clerk 

SUBJECT:
Consideration of Placing Campaign Financial Reports on City 

Website 

PURPOSE
Consideration of placing candidate campaign financial reports on City website. 

BACKGROUND

Commissioner London requested an agenda item be placed on an upcoming evening City Commission Agenda discussing the placement of candidate campaign financial reports on the City’s website. In preparation for placing this item on the Agenda, the City Clerk’s office researched which municipalities in Broward County place campaign finance reports on their website and the estimated cost and staff time involved. A sample of municipalities in Miami Dade and Palm Beach Counties also responded to the survey. 
The results of this research are attached. 
DISCUSSION
Two Broward municipalities, Hollywood and Pompano Beach, place candidate campaign financial reports on their website. 
The City Clerk’s office also evaluated City’s cost and staff time involved with placing the campaign finance reports on the website. The existing website would be able to accommodate the reports via the document center or upload similar to Commission Agendas and Back-up at no additional cost. Depending on the number of candidates and volume of the reports, the time it will take to place the reports on the City’s website will vary. If the number of candidates is similar to the March 2007, election (six candidates) the City Clerk’s Office estimates it will take thirty minutes of staff time to place the reports on the website each reporting period.   There are five reporting periods from the beginning of qualification to election day.
The City Clerk’s Office also evaluated the number of requests received during the last election for campaign financial reports. There were requests from other candidates and the news media but not members from the general public. Requests from the general public were for a list of qualified candidates and the candidates contact information. 
The pros and cons to providing the candidate finance reports on the City’s website are as follows: 

	PROS
	Cons

	Ease of Access
	Approximate Three Hours of Staff Time Required to Place the Reports on the Website (Based on Six Candidates)

	Openness of Pubic Records
	Potential Liability to the City for inaccurate reports*


*In order to eliminate the City’s potential liability for inaccurate reports the City Clerk’s Office recommends a disclaimer be placed on the website advising the City does not guarantee the accuracy or correctness of the reports being submitted by the candidates.  

The placement of the campaign finance reports on the City’s website is an administrative function as directed by the City Manager. The City Commission is requested to advise the City Manager as to policy direction on this issue. If the City Commission desires to direct the City Manager to place the candidate campaign finance reports on the City website it will be implemented per administrative policy through the City Manager. 
RECOMMENDATION

The City Commission consider this item and provide further direction.  

Prepared by: ___________________________
 
Shari Canada, Deputy City Clerk 
Reviewed:
_____________________




______________

D. Mike Good, City Manager                                            
Date

_____Approved     _____Denied     _______Hold for discussion

Comments:

______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

EDM/slc

