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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2007 AT 1:30 PM and 6:00 PM
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cooper called the Meeting to order at 1:44 P.M.

2. ROLL CALL

Mayor Cooper, Vice Mayor Julian, Commissioners London, Ross and Schiller, City Manager Good, City Attorney Jove, City Clerk  McGough – All Present

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. PRESENTATIONS AND REPORTS

A. Proclamation Proclaiming "Women's Equality Day"

Mayor Cooper read the Proclamation and presented it to Ms. Clarice Pollock, resident of Hallandale Beach on South Ocean Drive. 

Ms. Pollock spoke of the importance of Women’s Equality and the need to keep working towards equality for all groups of people. 

B. Presentation of the Limited Edition Print of the Police Unity Tour 

Sergeant Paul Winter advised that $1.2 million dollars was collected nation wide for the Police Unity Tour to the Law Enforcement Memorial in Washington D.C. One thousand riders participated in the ride which was 250 miles long through Virginia into Washington D.C. 

Each Member of the Hallandale Beach Police Unity Tour Team introduced themselves as follows: Sergeant Paul Winters, Sergeant Sonia Quinones, Detective Aaron Smith, Detective Melanie Marchese and Detective Andrew Raphael.  Team member Officer Christopher Keating was not present. 

The Team thanked the Commission and community for their support and sponsorship and presented the Commission with a framed print of bicyclists entering the Memorial in Washington D.C. 

Chief Magill was presented with a plaque from the members of the bicycle team as a thank you for his support and encouragement. 

C. Police Department Quarterly Report

Chief Magill presented the report. 

Chief Magill advised that the digital finger print system is now in place. Mayor Cooper asked if the system is linked to technology to expedite law enforcement data searches. Chief Magill advised affirmatively and that search results are returned much quicker than before. 

Mayor Cooper commented that there has been an improvement in the service provided by Navarro Security at the Golden Isles Safe Neighborhood District Guard House. She noted that the service has been better and that she has seen a supervisor at the guard house numerous times. Chief Magill stated that the guards are receiving training and that a supervisor is at the guard house more often to ensure the operations are as directed. 
Mayor Cooper commented about burglaries of vehicles reported in the Golden Isles Safe Neighborhood District. Chief Magill advised that the perpetrators have been caught. 

Mayor Cooper commented that it is the utmost priority of the City to provide Police Services and to protect the Community.  

Commissioner Ross asked about the Weed and Seed Program. Chief Magill advised that the owner of apartments located at 701 N.W. 7th Avenue is providing the Weed and Seed Program free space to assist in cleaning up drug and other activity in the area.  Jessica Sanders is the new President of the Weed and Seed Board and the Police Department will continue to work with the Weed and Seed Program on community initiatives.  

D. Parks and Recreation Summary Report

Rebecca Munden Correa, Director, Parks and Recreation, presented the report. 

Ms. Correa advised the Beach Clean-up Event on South Beach is scheduled for September 15, 2007 from 9:00AM to Noon. Mayor Cooper commented that Sue Bradley is coordinating the clean-up event and Ms. Bradley should be recognized at a subsequent Commission meeting.

Commissioner London requested the ages, costs and times for participants in the summer camp program. Ms. Correa advised the ages are from 6-12.  The cost is $25 per week for Hallandale Beach residents and $45 per week for non-residents and the hours are 7:30 AM – 6:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (to be heard at 1:30 P.M.)

Maryann Bongiorno, 300 Three Islands Blvd., (Anchor Bay Club), discussed pets being walked at Joe Scavo Park without the persons walking them cleaning up after the animals.  

Commissioner London stated that there are signs at Golden Isles Park stating no dogs are allowed; however, there are waste stations along Golden Isles Drive outside the park. City Manager Good noted that there are no waste stations inside the park and the stations are there for people walking their dogs along Golden Isles Drive.  Dog owners are required to clean up after their pets. 

6. CITY BUSINESS

A. Presentation by Principal Financial Group of the Quarterly Results of the General Employees and Professional/Management Pension Plans for the Period April 1, 2007 through June 30, 2007. (Staff: Assistant City Manager)(see backup)

Steve Geadelmann, Principal Financial Group, made the presentation regarding the General Employees Pension Plan. 

Mr. Geadelmann advised that the market had a negative outcome for quarter ending June 30, 2007. He noted that the housing market and sub-prime lending negatively affect the banking industry and the stock market. He advised there is a “flight to quality” and that it is important to have mixed investments for the long term. He noted inflation is relatively stable. He advised the unemployment rate is at 4.5% and that the vast majority of mortgages are not at risk. 

Commissioner London asked if the rate of inflation is expected to increase. Mr. Geadelmann advised an increase in inflation is possible in 12-18 months. He advised the Federal Rate is stable at 5.25% and money is available to banks.  

Mr. Geadelmann discussed the international investments in the pension plans. Mayor Cooper noted concern about investments in China and Sudan. Mr. Geadelmann noted 2.4% of the international investments are in Africa, Middle East and Asian Countries. 

Mayor Cooper requested an investment analysis be performed to ensure the City is not invested in China or Sudan. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER ROSS, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO DIRECT A REVIEW OF ALL INTERNATIONAL STOCK INVESTMENTS IN  THE CITY’S GENERAL EMPLOYEES AND MANAGEMENT/PROFESSIONAL PENSION PLANS TO ENSURE THERE ARE NO INVESTMENTS IN COUNTRIES WITH HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES AND BRING BACK WHEN THE NEXT QUARTERLY REPORT IS PRESENTED.  The motion carried on a 5/0 voice vote. 
NOTE:
INVESTMENTS IN CHINA AND SUDAN, IF ANY, TO BE SPECIFICALLY NOTED IN REPORT

Mr. Geadelmann noted the Management Pension Plan has a more aggressive approach and has experienced the same market conditions as discussed with the General Employees Pension Plan. 

Vice Mayor Julian asked if the City is contributing to these pension plans. Assistant City Manager Mark Antonio advised the City is making annual contributions to the pension plan funds and is ensuring that the plans remain stable. The City will contribute approximately $2.7 million for both plans next fiscal year. 

7. MONTHLY REPORTS

Commissioner London asked about the status of the European Club Development. City Manager Good advised the developers have not applied for a building permit as of this date. Commissioner London asked if the project would have to come back before the Commission at a certain point in time if no application for a permit was submitted. City Manager Good advised the development was approved on approximately October 1, 2006 and a permit must be applied for within one year. If the permit is not applied for, the developers would have to come back to the Commission for consideration of re-approval to continue the project. 
Commissioner London asked about the status of repainting and other upgrades to the City’s minibuses. City Manager Good advised he would meet with each Commissioner individually and discuss. 
Commissioner London noted the Police Department was involved in the seizure of about  $400,000 and asked what portion of these monies are shared with the City.  City Manager Good advised it is a small amount based upon the number of agencies participating. 

8. EVENTS REPORT

Mayor Cooper advised the Broward League of Cities does not support a proposed amendment to the Broward County Charter which would authorize Broward County, at the request of an affected municipality, to approve or deny action by municipalities with regard to road closures. She asked if there was consensus on the Commission regarding this position.  

City Manager Good stated this is an issue of home rule and the City needs to protect its home rule powers. He also noted that signalization, one way roadways and red light traffic enforcement should be included in the resolution. 

Vice Mayor Julian requested additional information regarding the issue.

Mayor Cooper noted the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) and the City of Weston are in a dispute over flooding a road associated with a reservoir. The City of Weston is opposed to the flooding.  She noted this is an issue the City should monitor. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO  DIRECT THE CITY ATTORNEY TO PREPARE A RESOLUTION OPPOSING A PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE BROWARD COUNTY CHARTER WHEREBY BROWARD COUNTY CAN APPROVE OR DENY ACTION BY MUNICIPALITIES WITH REGARD TO ROAD CLOSURES AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN.  The motion carried on a 5/0 voice vote.
Mayor Cooper discussed school concurrency and growth management issues and advised that impact fees will not be charged to Affordable Housing projects.  
Mayor Cooper advised a meeting to discuss Gulfstream Middle School with Mayor Cooper, City Manager Good,  School Board Member Sobel and Superintendent Notter is being scheduled.

Commissioner Ross spoke of the success of National Night Out 2007 and noted Crime Watch President Alexander Lewy did a fine job planning the event. 

Commissioner London advised he attended a South Florida Regional Planning Council technical committee meeting. He advised the use of two segregated, managed lanes of traffic on I-95 (one northbound and one southbound) was discussed and stated the City should monitor the issue. City Manager Good advised the plan is to have the two managed lanes of traffic on I-95 from I-595 to I-395. The plan is not to take away any existing lanes but to have the lanes in the existing median area.  He further stated that the proposal has been funded for FDOT District 6 and not for FDOT District 4.  Additional information will be forthcoming.

NOTE:

PUBLIC WORKS TO FIND OUT THE STATUS OF THIS PROPOSAL, 



INCLUDING FUNDING AND ESTIMATED TIMEFRAMES

City Manager Good noted he had information to distribute regarding Transit Oriented Development.

9. OTHER

Commissioner Schiller recommended Maryann Bongiomo for the Parks and Recreation Board and also recommended Joan Lapi for the Code Enforcement Committee.  The Commission reached consensus on these two appointments.

Commissioner London noted he attended the Code Enforcement Committee meeting and advised the committee is looking for direction from the Commission. 

City Manager Good advised after the budget process he will be available to provide additional direction to the Committee. He stated the Committee was formed to review existing codes, recommend code revisions, conduct public outreach and education regarding the City’s codes, and to participate in the development of the City’s Master Plan.  Liaison to the committee will be from the City Manager’s Office and the Development Services Department. 

Mayor Cooper spoke about the Health Intervention with Target Services (HITS) Program being provided by Memorial Hospital. She requested that the schools in Hallandale Beach also be included in the program.  
Mayor Cooper noted the Broward Soil and Water Conservation Program which is the steward for beach renourishment, has received an award for Broward beaches.  However, she intends to meet again with Senator Garcia regarding beach erosion, as there are three major erosion hot spots within the City. City Manager Good advised a meeting is needed with the Executive Director of the Broward Soil and Water Conservation Program prior to meeting with Senator Garcia to discuss status of finding the sand to renourish the hot spots.  He also noted the Port Everglades bypass is the best opportunity to resolve the issues associated with beach erosion.  
Mayor Cooper asked if there is a legal remedy to get back the City’s contribution to the beach re-nourishment project because it was a defective project. City Manager Good advised it will be evaluated. 
Vice Mayor Julian advised the Kiwanis and Lions Club backpack and school supply giveaway at Wal-Mart was a success. The Police Athletic League (PAL) sold hot dogs and other items as a fund raiser.

City Manager Good advised the cost of sewer services is recommended to increase from $1.80 to $2.20 per thousand gallons, or $.40 per thousand gallons. He noted the increase is necessary because the City of Hollywood has raised the costs to process the City’s sewerage and the costs were only recently provided by Hollywood.  The recommended increase would be included in next year’s proposed budget. 

Commissioner London questioned why the increase was being provided so late in the budget process. City Manager Good advised Hollywood does a “true up” of the actual cost on an annual basis based on the number of gallons of usage and the results of this procedure were just received by the City. 

Mayor Cooper recessed the meeting at 4:08 P.M.

10. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (to be heard at 6:00 P.M.)

T.J. Lally, Kelly Chevrolet, spoke about the partnership between the City and Kelly Chevrolet and that business was down compared to prior years. Mayor Cooper noted that Kelly Chevrolet should be included as a stake holder during the City Wide Master Plan Process. Mr. Lally noted Kelly Chevrolet would be willing to participate. 
11. PUBLIC HEARINGS (to be heard at 6:15 P.M.)

A. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Authorizing the Negotiation of One or More Loans in an Aggregate Principal Amount Not to Exceed $25,000,000 from the Florida Municipal Loan Council; Approving the Acquisition of Certain Public Space, Improvements and Projects; Approving the Execution and Delivery of One or More Loan Agreements with the Florida Municipal Loan Council; Approving the Execution and Delivery of One or More Bond Purchase Contracts; Authorizing the City Manager to Execute and Deliver One or More Continuing Disclosures Agreements; Providing Certain Other Matters in Connection with the Making of Such Loan; and Providing an Effective Date. (Second Reading)(Staff: Finance Director)(see backup) 

City Manager Good stated the loan will be used to obtain open space. 

City Manager Good advised the City approached the property owners of the Mobile Home and RV Park regarding interest in selling the property to the City. He noted the City could not contact the residents directly regarding the purchase of this property as that could be interpreted as interfering with the business relationship between the owner and the tenants. He noted the City’s intent was published in the Herald. The closing is on September 7, 2007.  Once the City owns the property, a meeting will be held with the residents. He advised the City is hiring a firm to assist with the relocation of the residents. 

Mayor Cooper opened the Public Hearing. 

Joe DeFalco, President, and Jennifer Walton, Vice President and Secretary, Towers Mobile Home Association, advised the owners have now formed a home owners association and they represent the 85 residents. The owners denied their intent to sell the property. The owners are being reported for fraud to the State Attorney’s Office. The City buying the property is supported and after listening to the Commission, they believe the City will be taking care of them. 

Charles Hall stated there has been no communication with the residents about the selling of the property and noted it is unfair to the residents. 

Mayor Cooper noted the City did everything it was required per State Statutes and noted again that the City could not intervene into the private legal relationship between the owners and the residents. She recommended that the State Statute regarding notification regulations should be changed.  
Danny Kelly asked where are the residents going to go and noted that the City’s notification of the sale was in the Herald and not the Sun-Sentinel which he considers the local newspaper. 

Mayor Cooper noted the City will work with each resident and stated each circumstance is different. 

Ron Costa advised the valuation of the trailer park at 720 South Federal Highway has increased and asked if the property was for sale. 

City Manager Good advised the valuation of the property is from the Property Appraiser and that he has no knowledge of the property being for sale.  

Commissioner London noted a number of parcels of land are for sale or have been purchased in the City and the City will work with everyone.  He recommended placing public notifications in the Sun-Sentinel rather than the Herald.

Commissioner Ross noted she is appalled by the actions of the property owner but there are rental affordable housing opportunities in other locations within the City such as Harbor Cove and Chaves Lake Apartments.  

Vice Mayor Julian stated he was also very angry with the owners.  

Commissioner Schiller stated the City is committed to working closely with the residents. 

Seeing no other speakers, Mayor Cooper closed the Public Hearing. 

City Manager Good advised he has been working with Cornerstone, the developers of the Harbor Cove Apartments and they have agreed to assist in providing a place for the residents to relocate. He advised this is a brand new development and the rent is between $400 and $700 a month, depending upon the size of the apartment unit. He also noted there are approximately eleven openings at a mobile home park within the designated relocation area. 

City Manager Good advised the loan is to purchase the Tower Mobile Home Park, the Cornerstone Property located on Old Federal Highway and other land for open space. Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) funds will be used to pay back the loan. He stated CRA funds can be used because the expansion of the park will improve the CRA area and funds can be provided from the CRA for the purchase of public land. He advised the General Fund will be used to secure the loan. 

Mayor Cooper asked if the City can purchase the property outright without a loan. City Manager Good advised the City does not have the money due to the legislative action requiring the City to cut the budget by 9% and use the roll back rate, which is a loss of revenue to the City. He also noted the need to preserve the City’s reserves for any future action of the legislature and the pending constitutional amendment vote in January, 2008. 

Commissioner London noted that the loan will be secured by a covenant to the budget and appropriate non-ad valorem revenues as set forth in the Loan Agreement.

City Manager Good stated the cost to purchase the property was $52.14 per sq. ft. which is a good price based on market values.

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPROVE THE ORDINANCE ON SECOND READING AND AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER AND ALL APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS TO EXECUTE RELATED DOCUMENTS FOR SECURING ONE OR MORE LOANS IN AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $25,000,000 FROM THE FLORIDA MUNICIPAL LOAN COUNCIL.  The motion carried by a roll call vote, as follows:  

AYES: Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice-Mayor Julian; Mayor Cooper.  


NAYS: None.
Mayor Cooper advised she received a request from the Seminole Tribe of Florida requesting a proclamation from the City in celebration of the 50th Anniversary of their Constitution. She advised a letter may be more appropriate. 

The Commission concurred with the Mayor regarding sending a letter. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER ROSS, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER LONDON TO SEND LETTER TO THE SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THEIR CONSTITUTION.  The motion carried on a 5/0 voice vote.  

Mayor Cooper adjourned the meeting at 7:10 P.M.





RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,





_______________________                            

ATTEST:


             Mayor

________________________                        

              City Clerk

RECORDING SECRETARY:

Shari Canada

APPROVED BY COMMISSION:
________________________
August 14, 2007
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