RESOLUTION 2008-

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, URGING THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE TO CONSIDER LEGISLATION AUTHORIZING LOCAL REVIEW AUTHORITY IN THE DETERMINATION OF MUNICIPAL POPULATION FOR USE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE BY AUTHORIZING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO ANALYZE, VERIFY AND SUBMIT CORRECTIVE DATA TO ENSURE THE CALCULATION OF LOCAL POPULATION IS AN ACCURATE AND COMPLETE ACCOUNTING  


WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Revenue relies upon population figures produced by the Bureau of Economic and Business Research at the University of Florida which may incorporate inaccurate US Census Bureau data or inaccurate population data collected by the Bureau of Economic Research itself  and limits local governments ability to challenge those population figures; and 


WHEREAS, local governments should have the authority to review Census Bureau population counts to ensure that local populations are adequately accounted for; and


WHEREAS, the City of Hallandale Beach discovered in 2007 that due to a mapping error in the 2000 census conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, a portion of the City’s population was not counted as residents of the City; and


WHEREAS,  although the U.S. Census Bureau and the Bureau of Economic and Business Research at the University of Florida have different formulas for determining estimated population increases each year, the Bureau of Economic Research does use the U.S. Census Bureau population count from the 2000 census as the base for each year’s population estimate; and


WHEREAS, when the City contacted the Bureau of Economic and Business Research to request a revision of the population estimates to include the residents excluded from the 2000 census, the Bureau of Economic and Business Research refused to incorporate the uncounted residents on the basis that the U.S. Census Bureau would not revise the 2000 Census figures because more than three years had passed since the Census was conducted and Federal Statutes limit a challenge to the Census to three years from the completion of the Census; and  


WHEREAS, the fiscal impact of populations in local governments that go unaccounted for, or are undercounted, result in a loss of revenues and the opportunity to pursue certain grant resources in the City’s case; and 


WHEREAS, since many revenue distribution formulas are based on the City’s population in relation to the County’s population, if the City had received this net increase, the City would have been eligible for additional revenue distributions and grant funds; and


WHEREAS, although a municipality can reject the Bureau of Economic and Business Research population estimates each year there is no formal procedure to challenge the estimate and no specific authority to change the estimate through a verification procedure; and


WHEREAS, municipalities need the ability to formally challenge and where appropriate correct population estimates in order to receive the revenue distributions and grant funds that they are entitled to for all of their residents.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA: 


SECTION 1.
The City urges The State Senate and House to consider legislation that provides for local review authority and the ability of local governments to provide analysis, verification and correction of local population counts to better ensure an accurate and complete population census. 

SECTION 2.
The City Clerk shall forward this Resolution to all appropriate persons and parties.


Passed and adopted on January ____, 2008.



















____________________________








Mayor-Commissioner

Attest:

_____________________

City Clerk         
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