
RESOLUTION 2008 - 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING LEGISLATIVE APPROVAL OF A TRIBAL GAMING COMPACT, AS OPPOSED TO UNILATERAL EXECUTION OF THE CURRENT COMPACT BY GOVERNOR CHARLIE CRIST

WHEREAS, 
the City of Hallandale Beach supports Legislative approval of a balanced gaming compact binding the State of Florida; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida Constitution Article X, section 23 provides that if voters in Dade or Broward County approve slot machines by referendum, slot machines will be authorized at existing pari-mutuel facilities  and Broward County voters have approved slot machines by referendum; and 


WHEREAS,
the City of Hallandale Beach currently has two pari-mutuels operating pursuant to Art. 10, Section 23 Fla. Stat. provisions of Chapter 551, Fla. Stat., Fla. Admin. Code R. 61D-14 to wit: Gulfstream Park Racing Association, Inc. (“Gulfstream”) and Hartman & Tyner, Inc. d/b/a Mardi Gras Racetrack and Gaming Center (“MG”) that have been operating in the City for approximately eighty (80) years; and

WHEREAS, 
the operation of the two (2) gaming facilities in the City have been vital for employment and economic stability; and

WHEREAS, gaming in the City’s two facilities and in all gaming facilities in Broward County should be on a “level playing field” for fairness and to allow for equal opportunity for  job creation and the overall economic benefits of casinos; and 

WHEREAS, capital investments for improvements at casinos should be encouraged by exempting the cost of the improvements from taxation in order to promote the overall enhancement of communities and their economic well being; and 

WHEREAS, under the current Tribal Gaming Compact executed by the Governor, the tribal casinos pay substantially less taxes than the pari-mutuels and would be entitled to table gaming and other class three gaming which the pari-mutuels are prohibited from offering; and

WHEREAS, the current Tribal Gaming Compact signed by the Governor creates an unfair playing field and affects the economic viability of communities with non-tribal casinos; and 

WHEREAS, the tax burden on all gaming facilities should be fair and equitable; and 

WHEREAS, enhanced federal oversight is required over tribal Gaming and developments to ensure same are subject to the same growth management requirements as all developments including mitigation of impacts on water, sewer, roadways, and drainage systems; and
WHEREAS, tourism to the State of Florida and the City of Hallandale Beach as a “Destination City” shall further expand economic opportunity.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA:


SECTION 1.
That the City Commission of the City of Hallandale Beach supports Legislative approval of a balanced gaming compact binding the State of Florida.
SECTION 2:
That the City urges that Legislative approval be sought and given prior to execution and/or ratification of the Tribal Compact.

SECTION 3:
That the City Clerk is hereby directed to distribute this Resolution to all appropriate persons and parties.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this _____ January, 2008.





________________________






MAYOR-COMMISSIONER

ATTEST:
________________________

CITY CLERK
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