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MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2008 AT 10:00 AM CULTURAL CENTER AUDITORIUM
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 10:15.

2. ROLL CALL

Commissioners London, Ross and Schiller, Vice Mayor Julian, Mayor Cooper, City Manager Good, City Attorney Jove and City Clerk McGough – all present

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. CITY BUSINESS

A. Discussion of Compliance with Building Generator Requirements  
City Manager Good discussed the purpose of the meeting.

Fire Chief Sullivan provided a power point presentation and reviewed Ordinance 2006-01 adopted January 17, 2006 which requires all residential buildings with an elevator to have an emergency generator installed to ensure operation of the elevator during power outages.   Further, this ordinance requires all multi-family buildings to prepare a written emergency operations plan. 

Fire Chief Sullivan reviewed Ordinance 2007-06 adopted on May 2, 2007 which revised Ordinance 2006-01 by changing the requirement to installation of a transfer switch and generator pre-connect to facilitate use of an alternate power source in times of power outages.  This is applicable to residential buildings 75 feet or less because multifamily residential dwellings, including condos that are more than 75 feet in height must comply with Florida Statutes 553.509. Ordinance 2007-06 is consistent with F.S. 553.509.  Extension periods for compliance to 12-31-2010 are currently being considered by the Florida Legislature with Senate Bill 550.

Per City Attorney Jove, buildings over 75 feet in height are governed by State Statutes and buildings 75 feet or less are governed by City ordinance.

Fire Chief Sullivan discussed fire sprinkler system retrofits in buildings over 75 feet in height. Compliance is to be in place by 2014. 

In regard to transfer switches/pre-connects for generators, costs were discussed including a City Loan Program for up to $10,000.  A City assisted joint purchasing effort was discussed.  Vendor information can be provided on the City website.  The City would charge an interest rate on the loan equal to the interest rate the City was receiving on the funds if invested which would be in the 4% to 6% range.  The full amount of the loan would be repaid.

In regard to the mandated written emergency operations plan, City Manager Good stated this plan is very important and should include a database for the City of special need population in the building.  It was also stated that residents cannot be forced to evacuate their building unless the building has been determined to be unsafe.

In response to a question from Commissioner Schiller, it was noted that buildings must comply with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements to facilitate evacuation.

It was stated that the City will provide a template for preparation of an emergency operations plan as well as an application form for the City Loan Program for generator pre-connects.  The Loan Program is applicable to buildings throughout the entire City.

NOTE:
CITY MANAGER IS AUTHORIZED TO TRANSFER FUNDS AS NEEDED INTO THE LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT

The template for an emergency operations plan, the application for the City Loan Program and the spread sheet (Attachment D) are to be placed on the City’s website.  A description of the various colors used on the spread sheet are to be included.

NOTE:

FIRE DEPARTMENT IS TO PLACE A CONDENSED VERSION OF AN 



EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE

The reasons why generators cannot be placed on balconies of condos was discussed.

Mayor Cooper invited the public to speak.

It was confirmed that the Loan Program is available to buildings under 75 feet in height.

It was noted that the local gasoline stations with generators are Mobil, Texaco and 7-11.

Bob Lee, Gulfstream Gardens Apartments, noted communications with the City have been lacking.  Mayor Cooper and City Manager Good stated each condo or apartment building should have a designated contact or contacts on file with the City, particularly who will be available during the hurricane season.

Although State Statutes mandate fire alarm retrofit and transfer switch for buildings over 75 feet in height, it was clarified that the City’s new fire alarm system requirements are now applicable to buildings under 75 feet in height.  If a building of any height has an elevator, City ordinance requires a pre-connection for a generator.

NOTE:

GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO COORDINATE WITH FIRE 

DEPARTMENT REGARDING THE VENDOR LIST FOR INSTALLATION OF TRANSFER SWITCHES AND GENERATOR PRE-CONNECTS.  FURTHER, LIST IS TO INCLUDE VENDORS WHO RENT GENERATORS.

The Broward County Evacuation Plan was discussed as well as wind speeds when bridges are locked down and Fire and Police personnel are not authorized to render assistance.

A resident from Gulfstream Gardens advised it is difficult to locate a site for a generator.  It was confirmed that purchase of a generator is not required.

It was further confirmed that the City Loan Program cannot be used for Fire Alarm System and Sprinkler System retrofits.

A resident advised that the City’s Ordinances have not been placed on the Internet since 2003.  Ordinances since 2003 are to be placed on the Internet.   
A resident expressed concern that there will not be enough generators when they are needed to be connected to the transfer switch.  City Manager Good stated that is the reason to have the pre-connect in place so the vendor will be able to honor the contract for supply of a generator when needed.

Hinda Smith, Anchor Bay Club, discussed the important role of CERT volunteers and noted Anchor Bay Club spent $900,000 for a Fire Alarm System.

In response to a comment from Commissioner London, the Reverse 911 System and other ways to obtain information were discussed.

Commissioner Ross noted that Publix Super Markets have generators.  She noted the importance of the City having up to date contact information for each condo, particularly during hurricane season.  She noted that information is distributed describing the location of shelters.  She stated that it needs to be clear what permits are needed for installation of fire alarm systems and generator transfer switches as well as the qualifications for contractors installing them.

Mayor Cooper recessed the meeting at 12:23 P.M.

B. Discussion of Community Redevelopment Agency Programs  
(TO BE HEARD IN CONJUNCTION WITH ITEM# 4.A. COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA)
Mayor Cooper reconvened the meeting at 1:26 P.M.

City Manager Good noted a power point presentation has been prepared.  He stated the mission statement, goals, objectives and priorities of the CRA are to be discussed.  Issues include declining property values within the CRA and Forest City’s request for economic development incentives.   
In regard to illegal conversions, it was determined that CRA financial assistance can be used to address mitigation of health and safety issues, as previously discussed.  
In response to a question from Commissioner London, the concerns with the 40% payback of the appreciated value to the City when the property is sold were discussed.  It was noted this requirement was approved at a time when property values were increasing significantly. Commissioner London stated the requirement is onerous.  
Commissioner London spoke about whether to mandate inclusionary zoning for affordable housing both on site and off site.   
Mayor Cooper stated slum and blight conditions must be addressed and Commissioner Ross stated traffic challenges must also be addressed for a viable community.

Mayor Cooper stated an evaluation of the costs associated with the goals and objectives should be done, including what capital projects need to be done.  The evaluation should include the remaining 19 years of the CRA.

Commissioner London noted the Mission Statement is quite wordy.  It should be shorter and more specific.  He also stated this Special Meeting should be held in the evening to allow for greater public comment.

The City’s General Fund contribution to the TIF was discussed.

It was noted that in the Strand vs. Escambia County case, the expenditure of CRA funds for bonds must go to referendum because the General Fund contributes to the CRA budget.

The City approved establishment of a Community Development District (CDD) at the Village at Gulfstream Park.  The first phase of the development is expected to generate TIF revenue of about $3,000,000.   
Richard Shan, Shanco, 224 South Dixie Highway, asked if the definition of affordable housing will be further refined. The Request for Proposals for the Dixie-Foster project will have the definitions.  
Commissioner London stated his desire to review a list of projects with budgets and defined timeframes so the City Commission can prioritize them.  
Mayor Cooper wants to review capital projects and further noted that the public will be able to provide input in the quadrant meetings.  A 5 to 10 year plan should be developed after the quadrant meetings.   
Commissioner Ross noted a study associated with the Weed and Seed Program should be complete within a week.

Debbie Orshefsky noted successful CRAs created a redevelopment identity.  Foster Road is a center for focused redevelopment in the City’s Master Plan.  
City Manager Good is to review ways to make the Dixie-Foster project successful and make it happen.  
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the special meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m.





RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,





_______________________                            




               Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________                        
      City Clerk

RECORDING SECRETARY:

Shari Canada                  
APPROVED BY COMMISSION:
_____________                 
FEBRUARY 19, 2008
1
FEBRUARY 19, 2008
2

